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T HE 


FA ES ACT 


6 6, HOSOEVER will be ſaved, before all 
Things it 1s neceſſary that he keep the 
Catholic Faith :” That Faith which is enjoyed by 
all the Children of Gop, at all Times and in all. 
Places. But till, f I have all Faith, and have 


ut Charity, that is, Love, I am nothing. And if I 


have, or ſcem to have, all Charity, yet without Ho- 
lineſs I cannot jee the Lord, Without univerſal Ho- 
lineſs both of Heart and Life I cannot fee the Face 
of Gob in Glory. This is the Purport of that 
ſolemn Declaration, In Chir/t Jeſus, in the Chriſ- 
tian Diſpenſation neither Circumciſion availeth any 
Thing nor Uncircumciſion, but Faith which worketh by 
Lobe, Or (as ths Apoſtle varies the Expreſſion, ) 
Circumciſion is nothing and Uucircumciſion is nothing, 
but keeping the Commandments of God, 

2. This manifeftly refers to thoſe ten Words. 
or Commandments which GoD in Perſon pronounced 
en Mount Sinai, and then wrote on two Tables. of 
Stone, to be delivered down to his Church in all 
Ages. Theſe are no other then a Divine Compen- 
dium of the whole Duty of Man. Theſe when the 
Son of Gop was made Fl:h, he came nat to de- 
Arey but to fulfill, And not one Fat or Tittle of thete 
Hall paſs way till all Things are fulfilled. 

3. Theſe Abundance of Writers have attempted 
to explain: But moſt of them in a dry and ſuperfi- 
cial Manner. And even thoſe who have penetrated 
deeper into their Meaning, yet generally ol 2 : 

iner 


iv! 

Either they ſpeak of Faith and Love, the Soul of 
all the Commandments, ſlightly and as it were 
by the by: Or they treat of them as of any other 

rticular Commandments, ſtanding in the fame 

ank with the Reſt. Perhaps B. Kenn alone of all 
the late Engliſh Writers, is clear of this Charge: 
Who has ſo beautifully reſolved every Command- - 
ment into Love, and fo ſtrongly ſhewn,.. That this 
is the fulfilling of the Law. Yet even he 1s leſs 
explicit than might be Yeſired on Faith, the Foun- 
dation of the Law : The one Foundation of the - 
Law written in the Heart, without which we can 
neither. love nor obey.. 

4. But this Defect alſo is fully ſupplied by the 
Labour of B. Hopkins. He has not only ſhewn with 
the higheſt Exactneſs, the true and the whole 
Meaning of every Commandment, the literal and 
the ſpiritual-Meaning in its Length and Breadth, its 
Dephth and Height, but has continually built on the 
true Foundation, Living Faith in the Son of Gop, 
and continually pointed us to Love, the Life, the 
Soul, the End of every Commandment. He ſhews , - 
theſe in their true Point of View, not as two diſ- ( 
tint Commandments, but as pervading, influenc- | 
ing, enlivening, and perfecting the whole, with- 
out which all our Religion is a dead Carcaſe. His 
Expoſition therefore I can ſafely recommend to- 
all that believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : And in- 
deed to all that long to believe on Him, that know © œZ 
and bewail their Want of Faith. The former it 
may direct and quicſen in his Law: The latter it may 
by the Bleſſing of God, convince more deeply of the 
Need they have to be waſhed in the: Fountain opened 
for Sin and Uncleanneſs. 


June 21. 1759. 


JOHN WESLEY. 
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tions, before they were to ſtand in the Preſence of 


to wait before Gop in his Ordinances, and to jre- 
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INTRODUCTION. [ 


N XX MH E Manner wherein the Law was de- 


. livered is deſcribed to be very terrible ( 
1. and aſtoniſhing, in order to poſſeſs the 
N. N People with the greater Reverence of it. 
For the greater Majeſty and Solemni ty v7 
of the Action we read, | | ; 
I. That the People were commanded to prepare 
themſelves two Days together, by a typical cleanſ- 
ing themſelves from all external and bodily Poll u- 77 


Gop ; which ſignifies unto us two Things, (1.) Tlart 
we ought to be ſeriouſly prepared when we came 


—_— EE. 2 <&-=: 


ceive a Law at kis Mouth. Indeed the Diſpen ſa- 
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* 2 


— 
. oO roo I — 


(2) : 
tion of the Goſpel is not ſuch a Miniſtry of Terror- 
as that of the Law was. God treats with us by his 
1 and Ambaſſadors, whoſe Errand, though 
it be delivered with leſs Terror, yet ought not to 
be received with leſs Reverence ; for it is Gop 
himſelf that ſpeaks in and by them. (2.) If the 
Ißraelites were to ſanctify and prepare themſelves 
to appear before Gop at Mount Sinai, how much 
more ought we to ſanctify ourſelves, that we may be 


meet to appear before him in Heaven! 


2. The Mount on which Gop appeared was to 
be fenced and railed in with a ſtrict Prohibition, 
that none ſhould preſume to paſs the Bounds there 
Jet them, .nor approach to touch the holy Mount, 
under the Penalty of Death; which intimates, (1.) 
The due Diſtance we ought to keep from Gop, and 
teaches us to obſerve all that Reverence which be- 
longs to him, as being infinitely our Superior. (2.) 
This ſetting Bounds and Limits to the Mouat figni- 
fied, as in a Type, the Strictneſs and Exactneſs of the 
Law of Gop. His Law is our Boundary, which is 
not to be tranſgreſſed. 

3. We have a Deſcription of the terrible Manner 
in which Gop appeared to pronounce his Law ; 
which ſerved, (1.) To affect the People with a re- 
verent Eſteem of thoſe Commands, which he ſhould 
impoſe on them. (2.) To put them and us in Mind 
that if God was ſo terrible only in delivering the 
l.aw, how much more terrible will he then be when 
he ſhall come to judge us for tranſgreſſing the Law! 
Indeed the whole Apparatus of this Day ſeems to-be 
typical of the laſt ; but as it is the Condition of all 
'T'ypes, it ſhall be far out-done and exceeded by its 


- H.nti-type. 


4. When Gop had with his dread Voice ſpoken 


. theſe ten Words or Commandments, the Affright- 


ment and Aſtoniſhment of the People was ſo great, 
tiiat they intreat Moſes to be the Interpreter between 
Gop and them; which intimates, (I.) That the 


Law, as it is diſpenſed to us only from Gop, is 
im itſelf the Miniſtration of Death and Condemna- 
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ton; but as it is delivered to us by a Mediator by 
our Lord Chriſt, (of whom Moſes here was a Type) 
d we may hear and obſerve it, and obtain eternal 
Life, not for, but through our Obedience to it. (2.)} 
That the Severity and Terrors of the Law were in- 
tended to drive us unto Chriſt, as here they drove 
the Hraelites unto Moeſes the Type of Chriſt ; from 
whoſe Mouth the Law ſpake not ſo dreadfully, as it 
did from Gop's. N 

5. Upon this Requeſt of the People, Moſes is called 
up into the Mount, the Law depoſited in his Hands 
engraven in two Tables of Stone by the Finger and 
Impreſſion of Gop himſelf, and kept in the Ark; 
which denotes to us, (1.) That our Hearts are na- 
turally ſo hard and ſtony, that it is only the Finger 
of Gop that can make any Impreſſion of his Laws 
upon them. (2.) The keeping of the Tables of the 
Law in the Ark, which was a Type of Chriſt, pre- 
figurates to us that the Law was to be kept and ob- 
ferved in him, who fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, 

6. The Law was twice written by God himſelf, 
once before, and again after the Tables were broken 
by Moſes ; which ſignifies the twice writing of the 
Law on the Hearts of Men: Firſt, by the creating 
Finger of Gop, and then again by his regenerating 
Power, giving us a new-Impreflion. 9 

7. When Moſes came down from the Mount; his 
Face ſhone with ſuch-a Luſtre, that the People could 
not ſtedfaſtly look upon him ; therefore he put a Veil 
over his Face, which he laid aſide, when he turned 
into the Tabernacle to ſpeak with Gop. The Sig- 
nificancy of which Hiſtory the Apoſtle gives us, 
2 Cor. iii. That there was a Veil on the Hearts of the 
FZews, ſo that they could not ſee to the End of the 
Law, which is Chriſt; who is the End of the ceremo- 
nial Law, by putting an End to it in it's Abrogation, 
and the End of the moral Law, becauſe in him it has 
attained it's End : for the End of it was by convinc- 
ing us of our Weakneſs and Inability to perform 
it to lead us to Chriſt; by whoſe Righteouſneſs . 
alone, and- not by the rome of the Law, we are 
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(4) 
to expect Juſtification before God. Yet there was 


lo thick a Veil caſt over the Law, that the Ferws 


could not look through it on the Glory that ſhone 
in Chriſt, of whom Moses was ftill the Type; But 
when they ſhall turn to the Lord, this Veil ſhall be 
taken away, and then ſhall they diſcern the Signi- 
ficancy of all thoſe ritual Obſervances, and per- 
ceive ſpiritual Things after a more ſublime and 
ſpiritual Manner. 


GENERAL Runes for the right underſtanding and 
expounding of the Commandments. 


I. All the Precepts in the holy Scriptures which 


concern the regulating of our Lives and Actions, 
though not expreſsly mentioned in the Decalogue, 
may very aptly be reduced under one of theſe 'I en 
Commandments. There is no Duty required nor 
Sin forbidden, but it falls under one at leaſt of theſe 
ten Words, and ſometimes under more than one; 
therefore to the right Interpretation of this Law, we 
muſt take in whatſoever the Prophets, Apoſtles, or 
our Lord Chriſt himſelf has taught, as Comments 
and Expoſitions on it: for the Decalogue is a Com- 
pendium of all that they have taught, concerning 
moral Worſhip and Juſtice. Yea, our Saviour doth 
epitomize this very Epitome, and reduces theſe ten 
4 into two, Love to Gop, and our Neigh- 
our. | 

2. The affirmative Commands include the Pro- 
hibition of the contrary Sins, and the negative in- 
clude the Injunction of the contrary Duties. For 
Example, 'The third Commandment forbids the tak- 
ing Gop's Name in vain, therefore the hallowing 
and ſanctiſy ing it is therein commanded. The Fourth 
requires the ſanctifying of the Sabbath, therefore the 
Profanation of it is thereby forbid. 

3. The ſame Precept which forbids the outward 
Acts of Sin, forbids the inward Deſires and Mo- 
tions of Sin in the Heart, and thoſe which "ou 


(5) 
the external Acts of Duty, require likewiſe thoſe 
holy Affections of the Soul that are ſuitable there- 
to. As Yor Inſtance, the ſame Command that re- 
quires me to worſhip Gop, exacts from me not 


only the outward Service of the Lip, or of the. 
Knee, but much more the inward Reverence and 


Affection of my Soul; and thoſe who worſhip Gop 


only with their Bodies, when their Hearts are 


eſtranged from him, are guilty of Idolatry even 
in ſerving and worſhipping the true Gop ; for they 


ſet up their Idols in their Hearts, when they come 


to enquire of him, as the Prophet complains, Ezek. 
xiv. 7. So the fifth Commandment not only re- 
quires the external Acts of Obedience to Parents 
and thoſe in Authority over us, but an inward 


Love and Eſteem for them in our Hearts. So alſo 
not only Murder is forbid by the ſixth Command- 


ment, but all the Incentives to and Degrees of it, 
as Anger conceived inwardly in the Heart, or ex- 
preſſed outwardly in Words, &c. | 

4. The Command not only forbids the Sin ex- 
preſsly mentioned, but all Occaſions and Induce- 


ments leading thereto: And as ſome one Sin may 
be an Occaſion to all others, ſo it may well be ſaid - 


.to be forbid in every Precept, ſuch as Familiarity 
with evil Perſons, and Drunkenneſs, '&c. - 


5. The Commands of the firſt Table are not to 


be kept for the Sake of the ſecond, but the Com- 


mands of the ſecond are to be kept for the Sake 
of the firſt; for the Worſhip and Service of Gop 
is not to be performed out of Reſpe& to Men, but 


our Duty towards Men is to be obſerved out' of 
Reſpect to Gop. If we abſtain ſrom Sins becauſe 
they will expoſe us to Shame and Suffering among 


Men, or worſhip - Gop that Men may reſpect us, 


we are but Hypocrites. The Duties we owe to 
Men are not to be done only for Man's Sake, but for * 
Gop's, from a ſincere Principle of obeying him, 


Conſormity to his Example, 'and a comfortable Hope 
and Expectation of his eternal Reward. And thoſe 


who perform their Duties without refpeting Gov in 


A's. them 
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(6) 
them, loſe both their Acceptance and Reward. There- 
fore our Saviour condemns that Love and Beneficence, 
which proceeds merely on hnman and prudential 
Accounts, Mat. v. 46. Lake vi. 33, 34. 

6. The moral Commands of the firſt Table ſu- 
percede our Obedience to the Commands of the ſe- 
cond, when they are not both conſiſtent. Thus, we. 
are required to obey our Parents, and to maintain 
and preſerve our Lives; but if we are brought into 
1uch Circumſtances, as that we muſt neceſſarily diſ- 
obey either Gop or them, either proſtitute our Souls 
to Guilt or our Lives to Execution; in ſuch a 
Caſe our Saviour has inſtructed us, If any Man. 
come to me, and hate not his Father, and Mo- 
ther, and Wife, and Children, yea, and his own- | 

; | Life alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple. But the fourth . 

| Command being partly moral and partly poſitive, our 

Obedience to that may be ſuperſeded by the Duties 


j of the ſecond Table; Works of Neceſſity and Mercy 
ſometimes will not permit us to be employed in 
Works of Piety, nor to ſanctify the Sabbath after 
fuch a manner as elſe we ought; for the Lord re- 
quires Mercy rather than Sacrifice, Hs. vi. and 
this our Saviour alledges, Mat. ix. 13. in which 
Senſe it holds true, that the Sabbath was made for 
Man and not Man for the Sabbath, Mark ui. What- 
ſoever therefore is a Work of Neceſſity, or of Cha- 
rity and Mercy, and that not only towards Man but 
towards brute Beaſts alſo, may lawfully be done on 
the Sabbath Day, without bringing on us the Guilt 
of Profanation ; for that which is purely moral 
in the ſecond Table, doth in a Sort derogate,, 
from what is but poſitive and inſtituted in the 
firſt. | | 

7. Whatſcever is forbid in any Command, all!“ 
the Signs aud Symptoms of it, and alſo all the Ef- 
fects and Conſequents of it are forbid in the ſame. 
Thus, under the Prohibition of Idolatry, falls the 
Prohibition of feaſting in Idol Temples, and eating, 
Meats ſacrificed to them, as being too evident a 
Sign of our Communicn with them. 80 . the 

ame 
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fame Command, wherein Pride is forbid (which is: 
chiefly the firſt and ſecond, for a proud Mas ſets up- 
himſelf for his God) all the Signs and Effects of 
Pride are forbid; as a lofty Look, a mincing Gate, 
affected Behaviour, vain Apparel, IIa. iii. 16. 

8. The Connection between the Commands is ſo 
cloſe and intimate, and they are ſo linked together, 
that whoſo breaks one is guilty of all. That which 
knits them thus together, is the Authority and So- 
vereignty of Gop enjoining their Obſervance : So. 
that whoſo fails in due Obedience to any one, does 
virtually and interpretatively tranſgreſs them all, 
Ja. ii. 10. Since the Authority of the great Gov is 
one and the ſame in all thoſe Laws, he that ſhall ſo 

far diſreſpect this Authority, as wilfully to break 
one of them, evidently declares, that he owns it not. 
in any; and though. other Conſiderations may re- 
ſtrain ſuch an one trom thoſe Crimes which are for- 
bid by ſome Commandments, yet his, Obſervance ot 
them is no Part of Obedience, nor can it be inter- 
preted to be performed out of Conſcience and Reſpect. 
towards Gop, Ja. 11. 11. | 


The Preface to the COMMANDMENTS. . 


Carries an equal Reſpect and Reverence to them 
all, and contains a ſtrong Argument in it to enforce 
the Obedience of them. . Gop has accommodated 
himſelf to our Temper, which is chieſly to be work- 
ed upon by Fear or Love, and proclaims, 1. His 
Authority to beget Fear, I am the Lord thy Goo. 
2. His Benefits and Mercies to engage Love, That 
brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, &. Now, 

what Motives can be urged more enforcing than 
theſe, which are drawn both from Power and Good- * 
neſs ; the one obliging us to Subjection, the other to 
Gratitude ? | : 

1. He is the Lord God, the great Creator, only 
Proprietor, and abſolute Governor and Diſpoſer of 
all Things, and therefore. on this Account, we owe 
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an awful Obſervance to all his Laws and Injunc- 
tions. E is but fit and jaſt, that we ſhould be ſub- 
ject to him who created us, and who has inflnite 
Power for our Contumacies and Rebellions eternally 
to deſtroy us. | | 

2. As the Authority of Gon is ſet forth to move 
us to Obedience, by working on our Fear, ſo his 
Benefits and Mercies are declared to win us to it, - 
from a Principle of Love and Gratitude. We hare - 
received our Life, and innumerable Bleſſings and De- 
liverances, both ſpiritual and temporal, from him. 
Gop might have required from us the very ſame. 
Obedience which now he «doth, without promiſing . 
us any Reward for it; for we owe him all that we 
can poſſibly do, as he is the Author of our Beings : 
But he has been ſo far pleaſed to condeſcend from 
his Prerogative, as to command us nothing, but 
what has already brought us very great Advantages, - 
and will, for the future, bring us far greater, when : 
his Hands ſhall be as full of Bleſſings, as his Mouth 
is of Commands. He enjoins us a Work that 
is in itſelf Wages, and yet promiſes us Wages for 
doing of that Work. Certainly then we mult needs 
| be the moſt diſingenuous of all Creatures, and the 
Y greateſt Enemies to our own Happineſs, if theſe. 
Conſiderations do not win us to yield him that Obe- 
dience, which redounds not at all to his Profit and 
Advantage, but our own. - 

This Deliverance from Egypt and the Houle of 
Bondage, may be underſtood typically, as well as 
literally, and thus underſtood ; Gob may be ſaid in 
a ſpiritual Senſe, to have brought us alſo out of E- 
gypt, &c. therefore the Enforcement of the Com- 
mandments on this Account and Conſideration, be- 
longs to Chriſtians, as well as it did belong to the 
Church of the Jews. And if the Conſideration of 
a temporal Deliverance was ſo powerful a Motive to 
engage the Iſraelites to Obedience, how much more 
effectually ſhould we be obliged to it, whoſe Deli- 
verance is far greater than theirs was; for Gop has 
delivered us from the Power of Darkneſs, and tranſ 4 
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| (9) 
lated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son. As our 


Deliverance is. ſpiritual, ſo ought our Obedience: | 
to be. 


The Ten COMMANDMENTS, 


I. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before. me. 


The Dur IES REQUIRED in this: Com- 
mandment are, 1. That we muſt have a G0. 
againſt Athetſm. 2. That we muſt have the Lord 
Jehovah for our G o p, which. prohibits ' Idola-- 
try. 3. That we muſt worſhip the only true Gop. 
alone for our Gop ; which forbids Polytheiſm, or 
the worſhipping of many Gods: And Samaritaniſm, 
or the worſhipping of falſe Gods together with the 
true. 4. That all theſe Services, and Acts of Wor. 
ſhip which we tender unto the true and only Gop, 
be performed with Sincerity and true Devotion. 
This is implied in the Expreſſion before me, and 
forbids Profanations and Hypocriſy ; for, .becauſe: 
the Heart is bare and naked in the Sight of Gop, 
and our Spirits expoſed to his view; therefore to have 
no other God before him denotes, that our ferv-- 
ng and worſhipping of him ought to be ſincere and. 
aff ectionate. It is not enough to have no other God, 
before me, not to fall down proſtrate before any 
viſible Idol; bat the Law is ſpiritual and ſearches. 
the very Thoughts, and if there be any Idol ſet up- 
in the Heart, any ſecret Luſt or hidden Sin, which 
is the Soul's Idol, and keeps it from being chaſte and 
true to its Gop, any crooked Ends and finiſtgr_ Re- 
{pes in the Worſhip of Goo; this is to have an- 
other God in the Sight of Jehovah, and before him ; 
who requires Truth in the inward Parts, and is 
chiefly delighted in the unfeigned Deſires and Breath- 
ings of the Heart after him, becauſe by theſe we owa- 
him to be an All-knowing Gov, 


SS 
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So that this firſt Command reſpects Worſhip, and: 
in this are included among. other Duties, the Know- 
ledge and Love and Fear of Gop, truſting in and 
Obedience to him, Invocation of and rendering 
Praiſe to him. The Love of Gop is the Principle 
from which all our Actions ſhould flow, and the Glory 
of Gop, the End to which they ſhould be directed. 
Now, to do a Thing to the Glory of Gov, is to do 
it in Obedience to his Commands, and in Imitation 
of his adorable Excellencies and Perfections. There 
are ſeveral other Duties included in the true Wor- 
ſnip of Gop; but in theſe eſpecially doth conſiſt, 
the having the Lord for our Gop. Love (and 
the ſame may be ſaid of the Fear) of Gov, is the Sum 
of all the Commands of the firſt Table, and hath in 
it theſe three Acts or Degrees, viz. 1. An earneſt. 
and panting Deſire after Gop. The holy Soul 
thirſts after- the Water-brooks, the Streams of his 
Ordinances, wherein Gon pours out his Grace and 
his Spirit, to-refreſh the longing Deſires of this holy 
Impatience ; but not being ſatisfied' with this, he 
ſtill makes up to the Fountain, and never reſts con- 
tented, till he has ingulphed and plunged himſelf 
into Gop, and is ſwaliowed up in Beatitude. 
2. Joy in the Fruition of Gop, according to the 
Meaſures of Gop's communicating. himſelf to the 
Soul. —3. An holy Zeal for Gop. Zeal is the Indig- 
nation of the Soul, and the Revenge that it takes on 
whatſoever is an wel ere the obtaining its De- 
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fires. Now, the earneſt De f a true Saint is the En- 
joyment ef God, and the Glory of Gov, and of both 
theſe Sin is the only Let and Hindrance ; therefore 
a. Soul that is paſſionate for Gop, has noo great 
Indignation againſt any Thing as Sin, whether it be 
in himſelf, or in others. Can he engure to ſee his 
Gop daily provoked and injured, to' hear his Name 
blafphemed, to ſee his Ordinances deſpiſed, his Ser- 
vants abuſed, &c. and not riſe up to vindicate his 
Honour? He is: jealous for the Lord of Hoſts, he 
mourns and weeps in ſecret for the Provocations 
daily committed againſt the great Majeſty of Hea- 
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ven; and if he has Power and Authority 'to do it, 
puniſhes and avenges them openli. 
This firſt Command is the Ground and Foundation 
of the other three Commands of the firſt Table; for 
as this requires in the general, that the true Gop 
ſhould be truly worſhipped, ſo the three next pre- 
ſeribe the Means and Branches of his Worſhip, and 
the Way and Manner how he would have it per- 
formed. | 

The Sins forbidden, are 1. Atheiſm, -both 
ſpeculative and practical, in reſpe&t either of 
the Being or Attributes of Go D. Af there be 
a Gov, he muſt neceſſarily have all Perfections, 
and every Perfection in an infinite Degree; 
therefore to deny any one of Gop's Perfections, 
whether in Kind or Degree, is the ſame Thing, as 
to deny his very Being: So that an Atheiſt is one 


Who denies the Being of Gop, or a Providence, or 


any of the divine Perfections or Attributes, and con- 
ſequently has no Religion true or falſe. If he denies 
any of theſe expreſly in Words, or diſbelieves them 
in his Mind, he is a ſpeculative Atheiſt ; if he de- 
mes them in his Life and Converſation, by living 
as if there was no Gop, or as if that Gop did not 
ſee, and take Notice of his Actions, or would not 
reward or puniſh him according as they are Good or 
Evil; ſuch an one is a practical Atheiſt, And this 
every natural Man is, who goes on contentedly in 
his Sins, however convinced he may be in his own 
Mind of the Being and Perfections of Gop, and 
however ſtrongly he may aſſert and maintain them 
in Words. From hence is it plain, that under the 
Head of Atheiſm may be ranked all Preſumption and 


Deſpair, diſtruſt and carnal Security. 


2. Ignorance of the true Gop, for this Precept 


which requires us to have the Lord for our Gon, 


as well includes the having him in our Underſtand- 
ing, by knowing him aright, as in our Wills and 
Affections, by loving, fearing, and worſhipping 
him. The right Worſhip of God muſt neceſſarily 
xreſuppoſe the Knowledge of the Object, to whom 

WE 
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ve dire& that Worſhip ; otherwiſe. we do but ere& 
an Altar to the unknown Go, and all our Ado- 
ration is but Superſtition : Yea, and we ourſelves 
are but Idolaters, though we worſhip the true Deity, 
for all that Service which is not directed to the 
ſupreme Eſſence, who is infinitely holy, juſt, mer- 
ciful, and glorious, beyond what we can conceive, 
3s not tendered to the true Gon, but to an Idol, 
of our own making. We worſhip we know not 
what, Fo. iv. 22. whilſt we have no diſtinct Know- 
ledgefof God's Nature, Will, and Attributes. All 
ignorant Perſons are Idolaters, who though they 
fall not down before Stocks and Stones, yet form 
ſuch uncooth Ideas and ſtrange ee, of Goo 
in their Minds, that no more repreſent his inh- 
nite Perfections, than thoſe dumb Idols that the 
Heathen worſhip. Now it is a difficult Matter to 
have right and genuine Conceptions of the divine 
Majeſty, when we addreſs ourſelves to him to wor- 
ſhip him; and unleſs we do repreſent Gop to our- 
ſelves, when we worſhip him, 'tis hard, if not im- 
poſſible to keep up the Intention of our Spirit, 
and to hinder our Mind from ſtraying. There- 
fore the right Way to attain to a true Notion of 
the divine Nature is, by a ſerious Conſideration of 
Goo's Attributes; and when we come to worſhip 
him, let us not frame any Idea of him in our 
Imagination, but labour to poſſeſs our Hearts with 
an awful Eſteem of his Attributes, of his infinite 
| Juſtice, Mercy, Truth, Power, &c. All other At- 
tributes, as we conjoin them either to Mercy or 
Juſtice, are moſt inforcing Motives either of Hope 
or Fear. It is a mighty Support to our Hope, 
when we reflect on the Mercy of Gov accompanied 
with the Attributes of Eternity, Immutability, Truth, 
and Omnipotence. And again it will affect us with 
a profound Fear and dread of this great and glo- 
rious Gop to conſider that the ſame Attributes at- 

tend on his Juftice. 
3. Profaneneſs. If this be taken in a more large 
and general Senſe, every ungodly Sinner, who gives 
im- 
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himſelf to work Wickedneſs, and lives in a Courſe 
of infamous and flagitious Crimes, is called and 
reputed a profane Perſon. And indeed he is pro- 
fane in the higheſt Degree, that not only neg- 
lects the more ſpiritual Duties of Religion, but 
the natural Duties of moral Honeſty, Temper- 
ance, and Sobriety, But in a more proper and 
reſtrained Senſe ; Prefaneneſs ſignifies only the Neg- 
le& or Deſpiſing of ſpiritual Things; for in a ſtrict 
Acceptation, he is a profane Perſon, who cither 
Ilights the Duties of God's Service, or the Privi- 
Now the ſpiritual and 


Jacred Things are. | 
Firſt, Goo himſelf in his Nature, and in his 
Name, and Attributes. 1. In his Nature and Eſ- 
ſence, we profane Gop, when we entertain any 
blaſphemous or unworthy Thoughts of him, dero- 
gatory to his infinite Perfections.—2. In his Name; 
which we profane, when in our trivial Diſcourſes, 
we raſhly bolt out his great and terrible Name, 
and much more by Oaths and Execrations.—-3. In 
his Attributes ; which we profane, when our Af. 
fections or Actions are oppoſite, or unſuitable to 
them. We profane his Holineſs by our Impunity, 
his Omnipotence by our Deſpondency, his Omni- 
ſcience by our Hypocriſy, his Mercy by our De- 
ſpair, his Juſtice by our Preſumption, his wiſdom 
by our finful Policy, his Truth by our Security, 
notwithſtanding his Threatnings, and our Slothful- 
neſs, notwithitanding his Promiſes. And in this 
Senſe every Sin is a Kind of Profaneneſs, as it ma- 
nifeſts a Contempt of the infinite Excellencies of 
the Deity; for there is no Man, whoſe Heart 1s 
poſſeſſed with a reverential and due Eſteem of 
Gop, that can be induced by any Temptation to ſin 
agaifft him, and provoke him. Every Sin is a ſlighting 
of Gov, either of his Juſtice, or Mercy, or Holineſs, 
or Power, or all of them; for what do we when 
we fin, but prefer ſome baſe Pleaſure or fordid 
Advantage before the great Gop of Heaven? Nay, 
we often ſin againſt Gop 12 Nothing, and * 
15 
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his Wrath -and Juſtice, without being provoked to 
it by any Temptation. Thus the Selling of Chriſt 
for thirty Pieces of Silver, -argued not only Treaſon, 
but Contempt, Zech. xi. 13. 

Secondly, The Time which God has ' ſet apart 
and conſecrated for his own Worſhip and Service, 
1s facred and holy ; and we profane it, when we em- 
ploy any Part of it, in the unneceſſary Affairs of 
this Life, but much more in the Service of Sin. 
This is a ſacrilegious robbing of God of what is de- 
dicated entirely to him, and that either by his im- 


mediate Appointment, as the Sabbath; or by the 


Appointment of thoſe whom Gob has ſet ovcr us, 
and intruſted not only to preſerve our Rights and 
Properties, but alſo his Worſhip inviolate, as ſpe- 
cial Days of 'Thankſgiving, or Humiliation. 

Thirdly, The Ordinances of Chriſt are holy and 
ſacred; which we profane, when either we negle&t 
them, or are remiſs and careleſs in our attendance 
on them. 

Now therefore, (1.) He is a profane Perſon, that 
thinks and ſpeaks but ſlightly of Religion ; which 
is the chief Excellency of human Nature. All the 
Works of Creation glorify Gov, by ſhewing forth 
his infinite Attributes in their Frame and Produc- 
tion; but rational Creatures alone can worſhip, and 
Praiſe Him. He is profane, that takes up his 
Religion by Chance, without examining the Rea- 
ſonableneſs and Certainty of it; who does not be- 
lieve Religion to be a Matter of that Concern- 
ment, as to require his exacteſt Study and In- 
duſtry, in ſearching into its Grounds and Prin- 
Ciples : but thinks that any may ſuffice whatſo- 
ever it be, or who ſecretly deſpiſes the Holineſs 
and Strictneſs of others, and thinks they are too 


preciſe. | 3 

(2.) He is a profane Perſon, who neglects the 
public Worthip and Service of Goo, when he has 
Opportunity and Ability to frequent it, either out 
of a wreiched Sloth and Contempt of the Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, being glad of any idle Excuſe, 


as the Badneſs of the Weather and the like, for 


* 
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abſenting himſelf; or out of a pretended Diſſa- 
tis faction and Scruple of Conſcience, though he 
allows himſelf in a State of Sin and Rebellion 
againſt Gop: For this is only Humour and 
Frowardne's, becauſe he has been of another Way, 
therefore he will pertinaciouſly maintain it. 

(3.) He is profane, who neglects the Perfor- 
mance of religious Dunes in his Family, and in 
Secre:; or who performs them ſlightly and ſuper- 
ficially, without Zeal and Affection. All our chriſ- 
tian Sacrifices of Prayer and Praiſe muſt be offered 
up with Fire, (as the Fewihh Sacrifices were, Lev. ix. 
24. vi. 13.) and that Fire which alone can 
ſanctify them, muſt be darted down from Heaven. 
Alſo he is profane, that performs holy Duties 
for worldly Ends and Advantages. An Hypocrite 
is the moſt profane Wretch that lives, the groſs and 
profligate Sinner offers not half ſo much Indignity 
to Religion, as he doth. 

(4.) He is profane, who makes what Gop has 
ſanctified, common and unhallowed, by taking his 
Name in vain, profaning the Sabbath, and Word 
of God, Sc. And he that deſpiſes ſpiritual Privi- 
leges and Enjoyments. If it were ſo profane in 
Ejau, (Heb. xii.) to flight the Prieſthood in himſelf, 
they are alſo profane who vilify it in others, and 
make thoſe the Objects of their Scorn and Con- 
tempt, whoſe Office it is to ſtand and miniſter before 
Gop and Chriſt; And ſo are they, who deſpiſe 
the Privileges, and Dignity of the Children of Gop. 
And the Diſreſpect ſhewn to the Meſſengers and 
Children of Gov, argues a ſecret Contempt of 
him, who is their Maſter and their Father. 

(4,) Idolatry, which includes Polytheiſm and Sa + 
maritani{im—— ]dolatry is either external, (which 
is forbid in the ſecond Command) or internal, - 
which 1s prohibited in this Command, and is the 
giving to any Thing in Heaven or Earth, that in- 
ward Heart-worſhip of Affiance, Love, Fear, Ve- 


neration and Dependance, which is due only to the 
true Gop. And they are guilty of Idolatry, 
B.2- Firſt, 
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Firſt, who acknowledge and worſhip another 
Gop different from him, who has revealed him- 
ſelf to us in his holy Scriptures. Now they who, 
though acknowledging one infinite and eternal 
Being, deny the Perſons of the Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, worſhip an Idol, and not the true Gov ; 
for the only true Gop is Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt. 8 

Secondly, Thoſe that ſay that Chriſt is Gop, 
and worſhip him as God, yet deny that he is of 
the ſame Nature and Subſtance with the Lord je- 
hovah, muſt neceſſarily make more Gops than one, 
and thoſe of a diverſe Eſſence and Being; and there- 
fore are not only guilty of Blaſphemy, in robbing 
Chriſt of his eternal Sonfhip and the divine Nature, 
but of Idolatry, in attributing divine Honour and 
Worſhip to him, whom they believe to be but a Crea- 
ture, and not Gop by Nature. 

Thirdly, Thoſe who aſcribe or render to any 
Creature, that which is proper and due only to 
Gop; as thoſe who hold the Body of Chriſt to be 
Omnipreſent, and all thoſe who chiefly and ſupreme- 
ly love any Creature: As the covetous Perſon, 
Col. iii. 5. The ſenſual Epicure, Phil. iii. 19. The 
proud Perſon, for he loves himſeif ſupremely, ſets 
up himſelf for his own Idol ; and generally all ſuch, 
who love and admire any Thing above Goo, or 
eſteem any Thing ſo dear, that they would not 
willingly part with it for his Sake: And all who 
put their Truſt and Confidence in any Creature, 
more than in Gop, as when we depend on Inte- 
reſt, or Power, or Policy, for our Safe-guard and 
Succeſs. And that we do ſo appear, when we are 
ſecure and confident of the Enjoyment of ſuch crea- 
ted Comforts and Supports; but diffident and de- 
jetted, when we are deprived of them: For ſince 
Gop is always the ſame, we ſhould hkewiſe have 
the ſame Spirit and Courage, did we place our 
whole Affiance in him. Laſtly, he is a groſs Ido- 
later, who ſets up any Creature in his Heart, whe- 
ther Saint or Anpel, to pray to it. 

3 II. Thou 
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II. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven 
Image, &c. &c. 


As ſpiritual and internal Idolatry, reſiding in 
the Affections and Diſpoſitions of the Soul, is for- 
bid in the firſt Command; ſo is external Idolatry, 
which is the outward Expreſſion of the other, for- 
bid in this Command: And by Conſequence, we 
are (by the ſecond general Rule) required to wor- 
ſhip Gop, according to the Rules he has preſcribed 
us. And therefore as the firſt Command com- 
prehends whatſoever appertains to the internal Wor- 
ſhip of Go; ſo under this is comprehended what- 
ever appertains to the external and viſible worſhip of 
Gop—Now concerning the Worſhip of God, Note, 

1, That the true and ſpiritual Worſhip of God is 
an Action of a pious Soul, . wrought and excited 
in us by the Holy Ghoſt, . whereby with godly 
Love and Fear we ſerve. Gop acceptably according 
to his Will revealed in his Word : by Faith em- 
bracing his Promiſes and in Obedience perform - 
ing his Commands to his Glory, the Edification 
of others, and our own eternal Salvation. And 
— comprehends both inward and outward Wor- 

Ip. 

2. External Worſhip is a ſacred Action of a pious 
Soul, wrought and excited by the Holy Ghoſt, 
whereby with all Reverence we ſerve Gop both 
in Words and Deeds, according to his revealed 
Will; in partaking of his Sacraments, attending on 
his - Ordinances, and performing thoſe holy Duties 
he has required from us, to his Glory, the Edifica- 
tion of others, and our own Salvation. This 
Worſhip, though external, is nevertheleſs ſpiritual ; 


for it proceeds from the Spirit of Gov, excit- 


ing our Spirits to the Performance of it, and 
is directed by a ſpiritual Rule to a ſpiritual 
End. i 

3. The Parts of this external Worſhip are di- 
vers, whereof the moſt principal are the Celebra- - 
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tion of the Sacraments, ſolemn Prayer, and ſolema 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving. But beſides theſe there 
be many other Things which belong to the Service 
of Gop, as many as there are Duties of Religion 
and Piety ; ſuch are a free-open and undaunted Pro- 
feſſion of the Truth, a religious vowing to Gop 
'Things that are lawful and in our Power, an invok- 
ing of the Teſtimony of Gop to the Truth of what 
we aſſert, or to the faithful Diſcharge of what we. 
promiſe, when we are duly called to do it by lawful 
Authority, a diligent Reading of the Word of Gop, 
and a conſtant and reverent Attendance on it when 
*tis read and preached ; Faſting, and divers other 
Duties : Some of which belong to the proper Wor- 
ſhip of Gov, as Parts of it, others as Means and 
Helps to it. 

4. Tho' Gop eſpecially delights in the Acts of in- 
ternal Worſhip, ſuch are Faith, Hope, Charity, Re- 
verence, Patience, and a chearful Willingneſs to per- 


form all the Duties of Obedience, without which all 


other Acts of Worſhip are dead and unſavoury ; yet 
this internal Worſhip alone ſuffices not without the 
Performance of theſe Parts of external Worſhip, 
which, may, to the Glory of Gop, and the good 
Examples of other:, expreſs the devout Diſpoſitions 
of our Souls. For (1.) God has no leſs ſtrictly en- 
joined his external Worſhip, than he hath his inter- 
nal. (2.) Goo ſeverely threatens and puniſhes ſuch 
as give external Worſhip unto any other, but him- 
ſelf. And we find in 1 Kings 19. that Gop makes a 
punctual Computation of thoſe, who had not alie- 
nated their bodily Worſhip to the Service of an [dol ; 
and therefore may conclude, that he reſpects and 
accepts thoſe, who in Faith and Sincerity tender it 
to himſelf, (3.) Gop has created the whole Man, 
both Soul and Body for himſelf, and ſuſtains both in 
their Being, and therefore expects Homage and Ser- 
vice from both; from the Soul as the chief Seat of 
Worſhip, from the Body as the beſt Teſtimony of it. 
14.) Not only our Souls but our Bodies too are re- 
deemed by Chriſt, therefore both ſhould be employed 

IN 
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in his Worſhip and Service: Yea, our Bodies are 
ſaid to be Temples of the holy Ghoſt ; and where 
ſhould Gop be worſhipped, or that Worſhip appear, 
but in his Temple? (5.) The Body is to partake of 
the Bleſſings of Obedience; therefore 'tis but rea- 


ſonable, it ſhould” partake of the Service of Obe- 


dience. 

5. All that outward Reverence which we ſhew in 
Worſhip, muſt be eſtimated according to the Cuſtoms 
of Places; ſo that what they uſe as a Sign and Ex- 
preſſion of Honour to their Superiours, (ſuch as un- 
covering the Head, bowing the Body, and an hum + 
ble ſubmiſs and ſettled Compoſure,) ought mucir 
more to be uſed in the Preſence of the great Gop : 
Not that they are-eſfential Parts of - Worſhip, but 
Teſtimonies of it. 

6. We ought not to uſe any other external Wor- 
ſhip, than what Gop himſelf has appointed in his 
holy Word. The Scripture has ſet our Bounds for 
Worſhip, to which we muſt not add, and from 
which we ought not to diminiſh But if any Thing 
be impoſed on us, not as a part of Worſhip, but as 
a Circumſtance and Modification of Worſhip, we 
ovght to ſubmit to it—iF the Things ſo impoſed be 
in themſelves lawful and honeft ; which they are, 
if not condemned by Scripture—if they tend to Or- 
der and Decency in the Church—if impoſed by 
Command of a lawicl Power—if they are ſuch as 


neither for their Levity or Number, diſtract the 


Seriouſneſs and Devotion of our ſpiritual Worſhip. 
Sins FORBID, — Contempt of the Worſhip of 
God, (of which already in the Character of profane 
Perſons) and Superſtition in performing it. Super. 
ſtition is a needlefs and erroneous Fear in Matters of 
Religion; and is either negative, which conſiſts in 
making the not doing of that, which is lawful and 
harnileſs a Matter of Conicience and Rehgion ; or 


poſitive, which is a reſtleſs Fear of the Mind, put- 
ting Men upon Acts of Religion, which are not due, 

or not convenient: and expreſſes itſelf either by giv- 
ing divine Honours to that which is not Gop, or 


Wor- 
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worſhipping tht true Gop by an Image, which i: 
dolatry; or ſecondly, by performing needleſs and 
ſuperfluous Services to the true Gop, which is 
Will-worſhip. And that is nothing elſe, but the in- 
venting and aſcribing any other Worſhip to Gov, 
beſides what he has commanded and inſtituted, To 
uſe traditionary Charms and Incantations, or an 
vain Obſervances, to free us from Pains and Diſeaſes, 
or other Troubles that mole us, falls under this 
Head of Superſtition, 

Treg SaxcTion of this Precept contains a gra- 
cious Promiſe of Mercy to the careful and conſcien- 
tious Obſervers of it, and a ſevere and fearful Threat- 
ning againſt all who- ſhall preſume to violate it. — 
In the Threatning we have theſe. Things con-- 
ſiderable. 

iſt, Who it is that denounces it, I the LoD thy 
Gov, Cc. Which Words contain in them a Deſcrip- - 
tion of Gop. Firſt, by his Relation to Us, thy 
Gop. Secondly, by the Mightineſs of his Power; 
for the Words may be rendered, I the Lozp thy 
Gop am ſtrong and jealous ; ſtrong, and therefore 
able, jealous and therefore will 8 any Diſho- 
nour done him by Idolatry, which is ſpiritual Adul- 
tery, and frequently ſet forth under that Name in 
Scripture. The Cauſe and Original of Jealouſy is 
Love, and the Effect of it is Revenge. Now this 
Jealoufy 1s aſcribed to Gop, only by Way of Ac- 
commodation and Similitude, ſpeaking after the 
Manner of Men; ſo that there is not idem a ectus, 
the ſame inward Affection, but idem effetus, the 
fame outward Effet, And the Reaſon why Gop 
calls himſelf here a jealous Gop, you will find in 
_ theſe following Particulars. (1.) Jealouſy is diſ- 
traſtful and ſuſpicious, and Gop, (though in Pro- 
priety of Speech he can doubt and fear nothing,) 
is Pleaſed to expreſs his Jealouſy by ſuch Speeches, 
as intimate Diſtruſt and Diffidence. (2) It is ſearch- 
ing and inquiſitive, and of all Sins there is none 
that Gop more jealoully obſerves than that of Ido- 
latry ; for this is the Violation of that i 

8 Faith, 
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Faith, which we have plighted to him. (3.) It is 
angry and revengeful, and Go is pleaſed to ſtile 
himſelf a jealous Gop, to expreſs the Heat of his 
Wrath, and Indignation againſt Sinners, Deut. xxix. 
20. Zepb. i. 18. 

2d. What it is that is denounced, To viſit the 
Iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children; In; 
the general, Gop is ſaid to viſit, when after a long 
Space of Time, in which he ſeemed to have for- 
gotten or taken no Notice of Men, he declares by. 
Ins Providence that he has ſtill obſerved their Ways 
and Doings.. And this Word may be taken either: 
in a good Part, as when Gov beſtows great Mer- 
cies and Salvation on his People, he is ſaid to viſit 
them. So Ex. iii. 16. Lu. i. 68. or in an evil 
Part, as here, when Gop rewards thoſe Sins, at- 
which he ſeemed to connive with deſerved Puniſh- 
ments.—-Now if it be the uſual Method of rurvine- 
Providence, to viſit the Iniquity of the Fathers on 
the Children, what great Reaſon have Parents to- 
beware, that they do not lay up a Stock of Plagues: 
and Curſes for their Poſterity; and what great Rea- 


fon have they to render Thanks and Praiſe to God, 


who are born of holy and pious Parents, ſuch as 
treaſure up not Wrath for them, but Prayers. 

zd. The Perſons againſt whom this Threatning is 
denounced, thoſe that. hate him. And by the Con- 
text, they are ſuch, as contemning the only true 
God, proſtitute themſelves to Idols; but who they 
are, is more fully explained in the Antitheſrs ſub- 
Joined, keeping Mercy for Thouſands of thoſe that 
love me and keep my Commandments ; for if thoſe 
that keep Gop's Commandments, are Lovers of 
him, (which Chriſt affirms, John xiv. 24.) it follows- 
that thofe who tranſgreſs his Commandments are 
Haters of Gop. | 

4th. The Duration of that Vengeance, it ſhalt 
be to the third and fourth Generation on their 
Poſterity, but on themſelves eternally. And yet 
even in this Threatnipg there is Mercy contained; 
tor it. is Mercy, that ſuch. a wicked Race are not 
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eut off and caſt out of his Sight and Grace for 
ever. And in this Mercy glorifies itſelf againſt” 
udgment, in that he ſhews Mercy unto Thouſands, .. 


but viſits Iniquity only to the third and fourth Ge- 
neration. 


HI. Thou ſhalt not take the Name. of the Lord 
thy Cod in vain, Ce. 


The externe! Worſhip of God - confiſts of three 
Parts, Proſtitution of the Body, (already treated of) 
Profeſſion of the Mouth, required in this Command, 
and the Obſervation cf prefixed Time, which falls 
under the fourth Command. In this Prohibition 
two Things are to be enquired into: 

I. What is meant by the Name of God. And 
this yas {undry Acceptations in the Scriptures. (1.) 
Sometimes it is taken for the Nature and Being of the 
Deity: himſelf, B/. xx. 1.—cxxxv. 3.—cxv. 1. Lu. 
xxiv. 47. Fob: i. 12. (2.) Sometimes the Name 
of God is taken for the whole Syſtem of divine 
and heavenly Doctrine revealed in the Scriptures. 
Thus, P/. xxii. 2-. I will declare thy Name unto 
my Brethren ; which the Apoſtle cites, as ſpoken - 
in the Perſon of Chriſt, Heb. ii. and the Meaning 
1s, that Chrift ſhovid declare to- the World a true 
ſpiritual Doctrine and Way of Worſhip, and teach 
them a Religion, which ſhould perfect their Reaſon 
and ſave their Souls. See John xvii. 6, 26. Micah 
iv. 5. . (3.) The Name of God is taken for that 
whereby God is called, and by which his Nature 
and Perſections are made known to Men. Now. 
theſe Names of God are either his Titles or his 
Attributes. His Titles are his Name; and they 
are ſome of them abſolute ; ſuch are thoſe glo- 
rious Titles, Jau, JzsHovan, Gop, I AM, which 
are altogether incomprehenſible and ſtupendous; o- 
thers are relative, reſpecting Us; ſo his Name of. 
Sreator denotes his Power in giving Being to all 
Things; Lord and King ſignify his — 4 

utho- 
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ject of our Diſcourſe is ſerious and weighty. 
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Authority in diſpoſing and governing all that he 


has made; Father, his Care and Goodneſs in pro- 


viding for Us his Offspring ; Redeemer, his Mercy 


in delivering Us from temporal Evils and Cala- 


mities, but eſpecially from eternal Death and Deſ- 


tration. His Attributes alſo are his Name: Some 
of which are incommunicable, as his Eternity, Im- 


mortality, Immutability, Simplicity, Sc. others are 


- communicable, as his Mercy, Goodneſs, Holineſs, 
and Truth, c. for ſome Rays of them may be 


found in the Creatures: but God only is merciful, 


good, Oc. originally, infinitely, unchangeably, fim- 


ply, and in the Abſtract. And the Name of God 


in the Text is to be underſtood concerning his 
Titles and Attributes, neither of which muſt be taken 


in vain. 
2. What is it to take the Name -of God in 


-vain. To take the Name of God is to make uſe 


of it, either as the Object of our Thoughts, or the 
Subject of our Diſcourſes. And we take his Name 


(.) When we uſe it without propounding to 


- Ourſelves a due End, or without due Conſidera- 
tion and Reverence, or in an undue and unlawful 


Action. Firſt, without propounding to Our- 


ſelves a due End. If the End be vain, the Action 


muſt be ſo too, and there are but two Ends that can 


Juſtify the Uſe of any of God's Names, either his 


Titles or Attributes ; and they are—the Glory of 
God—the Edification of ourſelves and others. His 
Name ſhould never be uttered, but where the Sub- 


Secondly, without due Confideration and Reverence. 
Whenſoever we make mention of him, we ought 
ſeriouſly to ponder his infinite Greatneſs and Glory, 
and to bow our Hearts in the deepeſt Proteſtation 
before that Name to which all the Powers in 
Heaven and Earth bow down with moſt humble 


Veneration. But is it poſſible for thoſe who ſpeak 


of God promiſcuouſly and at random, to utter his 


Name with Reverence, when all the reſt of their 
Diſcourſe 


624) 
Difcourſe is nothing but Froth and Levity ? Nay, 
if they be reproved for it, will they not alledge 
that for their Excuſe, which is their very Sin, that 
they did not conſider it ? The Tongue of Man is 
called his Glory, E/. lvii. 8. And fhall the Glory 
of Man be the Diſhonour of God ? Shall that which 
was created to be a principal Inſtrument of mag- 
nifying God's Name, run it over without Aﬀec- 
tion or Reverence? The Things which we moſt deſ- 
piſe, we uſe as By-words, and lay no great Senſe 
nor Streſs upon them. And where we ſpeak of 
' God without due Conſideration and Reverence, we 
do but make him a By-word ; which is the higheſt 
Contempt and Indignity that can be caſt upon 
him.— Thirdly, in an undue and unlawful Action, 
eſpecially when it is brought to confirm a Falſe- 
hood, either in Perjury or Hereſy. And it is ob- 
ſervable, that the ſame Word here rendered vain, 
fignifies alfo falſe or deceitful : And what greater 
Sin can there be than to bring God to be a Witneſs 
to our Lie? 

(2.) We take the Name of God in vain in our 
Duty and holy Performances. Firſt, when we 
aſk thoſe Things of God, which are unlawful or 
unwarrantable ; as when we pray on Behalf of 
our Luſts, or out of Envy or Malice. Such Prayers 
are vain, for either they ſhall not be granted, or 
if they be, it will be in Wrath. Secondly, when 
we perform holy Duties ſlightly and without Af— 
fection. Therefore all hypocritical Services, all Bat- 
tologies, and heartleſs Ingeminations are vain, and 
God's Name is not ſanctified but abuſed in them; 
for whatſoever we do in ſuch a Manner, as we may 
be certain God will not accept, is done in vain : 
Now God will accept of no Performance which is 
not accompanied with the Heart, and filled with 
moſt devout Affections; and therefore they are per- 
formed in vain, and to no other Effect but to encreaſe 
cur Guilt and Condemnation. Such Invocations are 
but Scoffings of God, 
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ſhould in all our promiſſory Oaths eaution and limit 
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(3-) The Name of God is profaned by untaw- 
ful Oaths and Execrations. Oaths are aſler- 
tory and promiiſſory. To make an Oath lawful, 
it muſt be taken in Truth, in Judgment, and in 
Righteouſneſs. Firſt, a warrantable Oath muſt 
be accompanied with Truth. We muſt take care 
that what we depoſe be true, and mult be fully cer. 


tain that the Thing is as we atteſt it; for a Man 


may be guilty of Perjury in ſwearing that which is 
true, if he believe it otherwiſe, or be doubtful of 
it: Therefore we ſhould look—that our Words agree 
with our Mind, otherwiſe we ſhall be forſworn— 
that the Thing agree with our Words, or we ſhall 
be Falſe-ſwearers. Secondly, it muſt be taken 


In Judgment, diſcreetly and deliberately, adviſing 


and pondering with ourſelves, before we ſwear. 
We muſt conſider both the Matter, whether that 
be right and good, and the Ends, whether they 
are duly propounded by us; and there are but two 
Ends that can warrant an Oath, the Benefit of 
aurſelves or others, and the Glory of God. 
Thirdly, it muſt be taken in Righteouſneſs. We 
muſt not bind ourſelves by Oath or Vow to do 
Things impoſſible or ſinful. The Matter of a juft 
Oath ougbt to be poſſible, lawful, and honeſt. We 


| them with thoſe reaſonable Exceptions, of as far as 


we know, and can lawfully endeavour, 
Falſhood and Raſhneſs make an Oath unlawfuL 


| An Oath is a ſacred Thing, and Part of divine Wor- 


ſhip ; therefore thoſe that ſwear by any created 


Being, (as by their Faith, Truth, c.) are guilty 


not only of vain Swearing, but of Idolatry too. And 
it is Perjury to violate an Oath conceived by Crea- 
tures, becauſe of the near Relation that all Crea- 
tures have to God their Creator, Mat. xxiii. 22. 
Whoſoever ſwears by any Creature, does virtually 
ſwear by the Almighty Creator of it. All vehe- 


ment Aſſeverations have in them ſomewhat of the 


Nature, and are dangerous Beginnings of Oaths ; 
and thoſs who accullom themſelves to them, will 
C | in 
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in Time think them not forcible enough to con- 
firm their Speeches, and ſo be brought to atteſt 
them by Oaths. Speak Truth ſimply and nakedly, 
-without making any Thing the Pawn and Pledge 
of it. Allow not yourſelf any Form of Aſſeveration, 
but let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay.— 
There are ſeveral other Violations of, this Com- 
mand ; as Blaſphemy, raſh Vows, unneceſlary Lots, 
4 

The great poſitive Duty required in this Com- 
mand, is the reverencing and ſanctifying the Name 
of God, whenſoever we make mention of him, or 
of any Thing that relates to him; and aſſerting and 
vindicating to the utmoſt of our Power his Name, 
whenever we hear it diſhonoured. We are ſaid to 
ſanctify and glorify God, when in our moſt reve- 
rent Thoughts we obſerve and admire his Holi- 
neſs, and the bright Connections of his Attributes; 
and when we endeavour by all holy Ways to de- 
clare them to others, that they may obſerve and 
admire them with us, and give to God that holy 
Veneration, which is due to him. The beſt Way 
and Means to ſanctify the Name of God, is by en- 
larging his Kingdom, and bringing in many to ſub- 
mit to his Sceptre and Government. 


IV. Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it 
holy, Oc. | 


In the Words we have a Command, and the 
Enforcement of it. ; 

iſt. The Command is to ſanctify the Sabbath. 
And this is obſervable, that whereas all the reſt 
are ſimply either poſitive or negative, this is both. 
Remember to keep it holy; and in it thou ſhalt 
nat do any Work. As if God took an eſpecial Care 
to fence us in, on all Sides, to the Obſervation of 
this Precept. 

The Word Sabbath ſignifies Reſt, and Ceſſation 


from Labour, and from the Slavery and Be 
0 
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of Sin. And of this ſpiritual Sabbath, the tem- 
poral one is a Sign and Type. Sabbath is uſed 
alſo to fignify the eternal Relt of the Bleſſed in 
Heaven. 

The Sabbath was inſtituted immediately after 
the Creation, Gen. ii. 2, 3. ſo that it is but one 
Day *younger than Man, ordained for him in the 


State of his Innocence, that his Faculties being then 


holy and excellent, he might employ them eſpe- 
cially on that Day, in the ſingular and molt ſpiri- 
tual Worſhip of God his Creator. This Command 
is partly moral, in that it requires a due Portion of 
our Time to be dedicated to the Service and Wor- 
ſhip of God; and partly poſitive, in that it preſcribes 
the Seventh Day for that eſpecial Service, which 
the Light and Law of Nature did not prefix: for 
if we lay aſide the poſitive Command of God, there 
is no one Day in - itſelf better an another, and 
therefore there is a Memento pfefixed to the Com- 
mand, (Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath - 
Day,) which is not added to any other Precept ; in- 
timating to us, that the Obſervation of a ſpecial 
Day is not a Dictate of Nature, but only an Im- 
poſition of God, which he requires us to remember 
and bear in Mind.—As the firit Inſtitution of the Sab- 
bath was by divine Authority; ſo likewiſe is the 
Change of it. For as God reſted from his Works 
on the laſt Day of the Week, ſo Chriſt reſted frotn 
all his Labours, Sorrows, and Afflictions on this 
Day, in which he fully compleated the Work of our 
Redemption, and manifeſted it to be perfected by his 
Reſurrection from the Dead. Chriſt ſanctified this 


Day by his Reſurrection; and the Apoſtles confirm- 


ed the Obſervation of it, both by their Writings and 
uniform Practice, Au xx. 7. Upon the firit Day 
of the Week, when the Diſciples came together to 
break Bread, Paul preached unto them, which plainly 
declares, that the ſolemn Meetings and Aſſemblies of 
Chriſtians, were then on this Day; the jewiſh Sab- 
bath beginning to wear.out ; and the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, or the Lord's Day, coming into its Place and 
F | C8: Stead. 
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firm their Speeches, and ſo be brought to atteſt 
them by Oaths. Speak Truth ſimply and nakedly, 


without making any Thing the Pawn and Pledge 


of it. Allow not yourſelf any Form of Aſſeveration, 


but let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay..—— 


There are ſeveral other Violations of, this Com- 
mand; as Blaſphemy, raſh Vows, unneceſſary Lots, 


Se. 
The great poſitive Duty required in this Com- 


mand, is the reverencing and ſanctifying the Name 


of God, whenſoever we make mention of him, or 
of any Thing that relates to him; and aſſerting and 
vindicating to the utmoſt of our Power his Name, 
whenever we hear it diſhonoured. We are ſaid to 
ſanctify and glorify God, when in our moſt reve- 


rent Thoughts we obſerve and admire his Holi- 


neſs, and the bright Connections of his Attributes; 
and when we endeavour by all holy Ways to de- 
clare them to others, that they may obſerve and 
admire them with us, and give to God that holy 
Veneration, which is due to him. The beſt Way 
and Means to ſanctify the Name of God, is by en- 
larging his Kingdom, and bringing in many to ſub- 


mit to his Sceptre and Government. 
; „ 


IV. Remember the Sabbath. Day to keep it 


holy, Sc. | 


In the Words we have a Command, and the 


Enforcement of it. | 


iſt. The Command is to ſanctify the Sabbath. 
And this is obſervable, that whereas all the reſt 
are ſimply either poſitive or negative, this is both. 
Remember to keep it holy; and in it thou ſhalt 
not do any Work. As if God took an eſpecial Care 
to fence us in, on all Sides, to the Obſervation of 
this Precept. 

The Word Sabbath ſignifies Reſt, and Ceſſation 


from Labour, and from the Slavery and * 
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of Sin. And of this ſpiritual Sabbath, the tem- 
poral one is a Sign and Type. Sabbath is uſed 
alſo to ſignify the eternal Reſt of the Bleſſed in 
Heaven. 

The Sabbath was inſtituted immediately after 
the Creation, Gen. ii. 2, 3. ſo that it is but one 
Day younger than Man, ordained for him in the 
State of his Innocence, that his Faculties being then 
holy and excellent, he might employ them eſpe- 
cially on that Day, in the ſingular and molt ſpiri- 
tual Worſhip of God his Creator. This Command 
is partly moral, in that it requires a due Portion of 
our Time to be dedicated to the Service and Wor- 
ſhip of God; and partly poſitive, in that it preſcribes 
the Seventh Day for that eſpecial Service, which 
the Light and Law of Nature did not prefix : for 
if we lay aſide the poſitive Command of God, there 
is no one Day in- itſelf better an another, and 
therefore there is a Memento pFfxed to the Com- 
mand, (Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath- 
Day,) which is not added to any other Precept ; in- 
timating to us, that the Obſervation of a ſpecial 
Day is not a Dictate of Nature, but only an Im- 
poſition of God, which he requires us to remember 
and bear in Mind. As the firſt Inſtitution of the Sab- 
bath was by divine Authority ; ſo likewiſe is the 
Change of it. For as God reſted from his Works 
on the laſt Day of the Week, ſo Chriſt reſted froin 
all his Labours, Sorrows, and Afflictions on this 
Day, in which he fully compleated the Work of our 
Redemption, and manifeſted it to be perfected by his 
Reſurrection from the Dead. Chriit ſanctified this 
Day by his Reſurrection ; and the Apoſtles confirm- 
ed the Obſervation of it, both by their Writings and 
uniform Practice, Aus xx. 7. Upon the firit Day 
of the Week, when the Diſciples came together to 
break Bread, Paul preached unto them, which plainly 


declares, that the ſolemn Meetings and Aſſemblies of 


Chriſtians, were then on this Day; the jewiſh Sab- 
bath beginning to wear out; and the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, or the Lord's Day, coming into its Place and 
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Stead. Again, the public Collections for the poorer 


Saints were ordained by the Apoſtle to be made on 


this Day, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. And why? but becauſe 
the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians were held on this Day, 
and ſo gave a better Conveniency to gather their 
Charity than at any other Time. Again, this Day 
is called the Lord's Day, Rev. i. 10. Now put 
the Force of theſe Scriptures together, and they will 
amount to the Proof of the Inſtitution of this Firſt- 
day Sabbath. Another Argument to prove this 
Change, is the conſtant and uninterrupted Practice 
of the Church in all Ages, from the Time of Man's 
Redemption by the Death and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, to the preſent Time. The Practice of the 
Apoſtles has been already declared ; and for the 
Practice of the primitive Church immediately after 
the Apoſtles, all Fccleſiaſtical Hiſtories teſtify, that 
the ſolemn Aſſemb Mes of Chriſtians were held on this 
Day. If to this we add the great Bleſſing that 
God has poured out upon his People, in the plen- 
tiful Effuſion of his Grace and Spirit on them in 
his holy Ordinances celebrated on this Day, it will 
be paft all Queſtion, that this is the Day which the 
Lord has made for himſelf, and therefore let us be 
glad and rejoice therein, 


Concerning the Sanctification of the Sabbath. 


This Command ſpeaks of a Two-fold Sancti- 
fication of this Day. The one which it hath al- 
ready received from God ; the other which it ought 
to receive from Man. And the former 1s given as 


2 Reaſon of, and Motive to the latter.-God has 


ſanctificd the Sabbath-day, by conſecrating and ſet- 
ting it apart for his Worſhip and Service, and he 
has alſo ſanctified it in an effective Senſe, as he 
has appointed it to be the Day whereon he does 
eſpecially bleſs and ſanctify us; yea, and poſſibly 
he makes the Means of our Sanctification to be 
more effectual on this Day, than when they are 
diſpenſed on any other common Days. God _ 
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then eſpecially give out plentiful Effuſions of his 
Spirit, fills his Ordinances with his Grace and Pre- 
ſence; and we may with a more confident Faith ex- 
pect a greater portion of ſpiritual Bleſſings from 
him, when both the Ordinances and the Day are 


His, than when, though the Ordinances be his, yet 


the Day is ours. As God ſanctified the Sabbath, 
ſo Man is commanded to ſanctify it alſo. Now we 
are to ſanctify it by Devotion, obſerving it holy to 
the Lord, ſequeſtring ourſelves from common Af- 
fairs to thoſe ſpiritual Exerciſes, which he has required 
us to be converſant about on that Day. 

The ſanctifying the Sabbath conſiſts partly in ab- 
ſtaining from thoſe Things, whereby it would be pro- 
faned, and partly in the Performance of thoſe Things 
which are required of us, and tend to promote the 
Sanctity and Holineſs of it. In order to our due ſancti- 
fying of the Sabbath, we ought to abſtain from the 
common and ſervile Works of our Calling. In it 
thou ſhalt not do any Work. But the ſeventh Day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord. That exceptive Par- 
ticle, But, intimates to us, that none of that Work 
which is lawful to be done on ordinary Days, ought 
to be performed by us on the Sabbath, Now this 
Prohibition of working on the Sabbath, is ſtrongly 


enforced by the Conceſſion of ſix Days for our or- 


dinary Labour. A Conceſſion it may be called, con - 
ſidering the Indulgence granted to us; but yet it 
is not merely a Conceſſion, but a Command too; fix 
Days ſhalt thou labour. Theſe Words are precep- 
tive, requiring us diligently to attend that V ocation 
and State of Life, in which divine Providence has 
ſet us, and to perform the Offices of it with Care and 
Conſcience : for it is not ſaid, thou may'ſt labour, 
but thou ſhalt labour. So that all Idleneſs and Sloth 
is expreſsly forbid by this Command, But this Pre- 
cept is not to be underitood abſolutely and unli- 
mitedly, but with a juſt Reſtraint and Exception; 
that is, thou ſhalt labour ſix Days, ordinarily ; unleſs 
any of them be ſet apart either by thy own pri- 
vate Devotion, or by public Authority, for the im- 
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immediate Worſhip and Service of Gov. And that 
this is of Neceſſity to be ſo underſtood appears, if 
we conſider how many Days in the Week Goo 
himſelf did dedicate in thoſe Feaſts which he com- 
manded the- Fewws ſtrictly to obſerve, notwithſtand- 
ing that they were enjoined ſix Days Labour: As 
every new Moon, the Paſſover, Pentecoſt, the Feaſt 
of Atonement, and of Tabernacles. And not only 
did they account themſelves obliged to keep theſe 
Days holy, which were enjoined by the divine Com- 
mand, but thoſe alſo appointed by human Autho- 
rity: As the Feaſt of the Purim, E,. ix. 21. and 


the Feaſt of the Dedication of the Temple, Ezra 


vi. 16. which, though, but of human Inſtitution, 
Chriſt was pleaſed to honour with his Preſence, 
Fo. X. 22. Beſides, we read frequently of Faſts, 
both Perſonal and National; appointed on ſome 
emergent Occaſions. And the like to theſe, with- 
out doubt, either our own private' Devotion, or the 
public Authority of the Nation, may in the like 
Circumſtances impoſe on us, without violating this 
Command of fix Day's Labour. But though this 
ſix Day's Labour was not ſo ſtrictly required as 
not ſometimes to admit the Intervention of an ho- 
ly Reſt; yet the ſeventh Day's Reſt, was ſo ex- 
actly to be obſerved, as not to admit any bodily 
labour, or ſecular Employment. And we find this 
Command ſtrictly enforced by the double Sanction 
of a Promiſe and Threatning, Fer. xvii. 

Notwithſtanding this Reſt and Ceſſation from La- 
bour, that is required on the Lord's Day, yet there 
are ihree Sorts of Works that may and ought to 
be performed on it, how great ſoever our bodily 
Labour may be in doing them. And they are, 

(1.) Works of Piety, which are indeed the pro- 
per Works of the Day. _ 

(2.) Works of Neceſſity, and of great Convenience. 
And we find our Saviour defending his Diſciples 
againſt the Exceptions of the Phari/ees, for pluck- 
ing the Ears of Corn, rubbing them in their Hands, 
and eating them on the Sabbath, Mat. xii. 1, &c. 

| Only 
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(31) 
Only take this Caution, that you negle& not the 
doing of theſe Things till the Lord's Day, which 
might be well done before, and then plead Ne- 
ceſſity or Convenience for it. 

(3.) Works of Charity and Mercy. This Day is 
inſtituted for a Memorial of Gop's great Mercy. 
towards us; and therefore in it we are obliged 
to ſhew Charity and Mercy: Charity towards Men, 
and Mercy to the very Beaſts themielves. Matt. xii. 
11. Lu. Xin. 15. 

The Sanctification of the Sabbath does eſpecially: 
conſiſt in a diligent and conſcientious Attendance on 
all the Ordinances of Gov, and the Duties of his 
Worſhip, both in public, and in private with our Fa- 
milies, and in ſecret by Ourielves. 

(2.) The Enforcement of this Command is more 
Particular, and with greater Care and Inſtance, 
than we find in any other Command; for Gop 
has here condeſcended to uſe three cogent Argu- 
ments to preſs the Obſervation of this Law upon us, 
(1.) The firſt is taken from his own Example, whom 
certainly it is our Glory, as well as gur Duty, to 
imitate in all Things, in which he has propounded 


| Himſelf to be our Pattern. The Lord reſted the 
| ſeventh Day, and therefore reſt ye alſo. (2.) The 


Second, from that bountiful and liberal Portion of 
Time, that he has allowed us for the Affairs and 
Buſineſs of this preſent Life, ſix Days ſhalt thou 
labour and do all thy Work; and therefore it is 


but fit and equitable, that the ſeventh ſhould be 
given to Gop, who has ſo freely given the reſt 


to thee. (3.) The third, from the Dedication of this 
Day to his own immediate Worſhip and Service; 


the Lord blefſed the Sabbath-Day, and hallowed it. 


0 that it is no leſs a Sin than Sacrilege, to pur- 
loin any Part of that Time which God has thus con- 
ecrated to himſelf, and to employ it about either 
inful or ſecular Actions. | * 


V. Ho- 


- 


— 
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V. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, &c. 


We may obſerve, that Gop firſt preſcribes what 
concerns himſelf, and then what concerns us, which 
teaches us ; 

I. That in all our Actions, whether civil or ſa- 
cred, Gop ought principaliy to be regarded, his 
Glory ought to be our higheſt Aim and End. 
This we are to ſeek in the firit Place; and for the 
Sake and Intereſt of this, to Promote the Good 
and Benefit of Men. 

II. It teaches us to obſerve our due Diſtance from 
Gop. He challenges all poſſible Reverence from 
us; inſomuch that he will not permit ſo great a 
Diſparagement to his Honour, as to have his Con- 
cerns intermingled with ours, no, not in the ſame 
Table. 

Men may be conſidered either as under ſome 
peculiar Differences, or elſe in their common Na- 
ture. The Duties that belong unto them under the 
firſt Acceptation, as they are differenced into Supe- 
riours and Inferiours (which are Correlates) are pre- 
ſcribed in this Command. There are other Duties 
which appertain univerſally to all, whether they be 
Superiours, or Inferiours, or E aal among them- 
ſelves; and theſe are contained in the five following 
Precepts, all which do reſpect our Neighbour, either 
in his Perſon, or in his exteriour Gifts of Wealth or 
good Name His Perſon is to be conſidered either 
naturally as he is this individual Man, and ſo the F 
fixth Command provides for his Security, or nup- 
tially as he is in the State of Marriage ; and ſo Care | 
is taken of him in the Seventh. If we conſider 

im in his external Gifts, ſo his Eftate and Sub- 
ſtance is ſecured hy the Eighth Commandment ; his 
Reputation and good Name by the Ninth—And as 
a ſtrong Fence ſet about him, and alſo about the 
other Laws, that neither of them be violated ; Gob 
has not only prohibited the, outward Acts of groſs 

and flagitious Crimes, but the inward and lurking ' 

Motions | 


033) 
Motions to Evil in our Thouglits and Affections, 
and this in the Tenth Commandment. —In the 
due Performance of all theſe, conſiſts the Obſer- 
vance of that ſecond great Command, Thou Galt love 
thy Neighbour as thyſelf, Mat. xxii. 39. 

We may. obſerve here a Ray of Gov's infinite 
Wiſdom in the Order and Method of this Com- 
mandment ; for aſter he had preſcribed Laws for 
his own Honour, his next Care is for the Honour 
of our Parents, becauſe they are next under him 
the Authors and Original of our Lives and Beings. 
This Command is very large and comprehenſive, 
extending itſelf to all that are our Superiours. —Go- 
vernours and. Magiſtrates are to be accounted and 
reverenced by us as Fathers. Indeed they are 
Patries Patriæ, for all Government. was at firſt Do- 
meſtic and Paternal, and Magiſtrates ſucceeding in 
the Place and Office of Parents are now the public 
Fathers, having the ſame Power devolved on them, 
which formerly reſided in the Fathers of Families. 
Hence we read that common and ſucceſſive Name 
of the Kings of the Phi/iflines, Abimelech, which 
ſignifies, the King my Father, The Maſter of a 
Private Family is a Father, not only with reſpe&- 
to his Children, but to his Servants. And there- 
fore, 2 Kings v. 13. we find that Naaman is called 
Father by his Servants. A Teacher in any Art, 
Science, or Invention, is called a Father, Gen. iv. 
20, 21. A Superior in Wiſdom and Counſel is. 
called a Father. So in Fo/eph's Speech, Gen. xlv. 8. 
Sop hath made Mea Father to Pharoab. The 
Care | Miniſters of the Gaſpel have likewiſe the Title of 

| Fathers conferred on them. Thus St. Paul tells the 
Sub, Church, 1 Cor. iv. 15. that he was their Father, 
aving begotten them through the Goſpel.—Supe- 


We ours in any Gift of divine Providence, whether of 
t the Liches, or of Age, or of Knowledge; and the like, 
i Gov Fe to be reverenced and honoured by us as Fathers, 
b groſs Tim. v. I, 2. So that this Word, Father, is very co- 


ous, and takes in many Relations and States of 
Men, 


(34) 
Men, both in the Family, and in the Church, and 


Common-wealth. . 

Firſt, in the Family. 185 = 

I. Duties of Huſband and Wife. 3 

Common Duties to be performed by both mu- 
tually are, fervent Prayers to Gop. ſeverally and 
together, for his Bleſſings and Graces upon them, 
and for Wiſdom to demean themſelves towards each 
other aright. Conjugal Love. Faithful- 
neſs to the Bed. Communion of themſelves, . 
of their Eſtates, and Habitations. Mutual bear- 
ing one another's Weakneſs, with prudent and pious 
Endeavours to heal and remove them. The Nur- 
ture-and Education of Children. The Govern- 
ment of their Family, for whom they are to provide 
not only what is requiſite for their corporal Good, 
but much more for their Spiritual; and therefore 
they ought to obſerve conſtant Family Duties, and 
chooſe honeſt and religious Servants, and as far as in 
them lies, keep out the Infection of evil Company. 
from entring within their Doors. 

Huſband's Duties. 

(1.) Conjugal Love. A Wife is to be loved a. 
bove Parents, or Children. A Man ſhould love his 
Wife as his own Body, as himſelf, Eb. v. He muſt 
be as careful and tender of her Good, as of his own, 
and reſent any Injury done to her, as much as if it 
were done to himſelf. By Marriage two are ſaid to 
be made one Fleſh, and no Man yet ever hated his 
own Fleſh, Eph. v. All Violence and Outrage againſt 
a Wife is as unnatural, as it would be for a Man 
to beat and wound himſelf, Yer. 25. Huſbands 
love your Wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved the 
Church, and gave himſelf for it. Chriſt loved the 
Church his Spouſe, though there were many Blem- 
ies and Imperfections in her, and fo as to leave 
his Father,. and cleave to his Wife; he loved her 
better than his own Life, and ſhed his moſt pre- 
cious Blood for ber, and. rather than the Wrath of 
Gop ſhould fall on his beloved Spouſe, he thruſts 
himſelf between and receives thoſe heavy Blows _ 


(35) 


on his own Perſon: ſo ſincerely ought Men to love 
their Wives. 


(2.) Provident Care for her. He onght (ſays the 
Apoſtle) to nouriſh and cheriſh her, as Chriſt doth - 
the Church. . 5 

(3.) Prötection from Wrongs and Injuſtice. 


— 


(4.) Inſtruction and Direction. The Huſbands”, 


the Head of the Wife even as Chriſt is the Head 
of the Church, Eph. v. Therefore as all DireQion 


and Confſo!ation is derived from Chriſt, ' ſo ſhould 


the Huſband derive down and communicate Know- 
ledge, and Comfort, and Guidance, to the Wife. 
And St. Peter requires of Huſbands to dwell with 


their Wives according to Knowledge, to be able 


to adviſe and inform them in all emergent Caſes, 
eſpecially concerning Gon and their Souls. But if 
the Wife be endued with-a greater Meaſure of Pru- 
dence and ſolid Knowledge than the Huſband 3 it is 
then li: Part to hearken to her Advice, and to 
yield, not indeed to the Authority of the Counſel- 
lor, as ſhe is bound to do, but to the Authority 
of the Counſel, And this ſhe ought to fender him 
with all Reſpe& and Submiſſion, not having Power 
to enjoin, but only with Modeſty propounding it, 
and with Meekneſs perſuading him to embrace tt. 

(5.) Tenderneſs and Mildneſs towards her, not 


ccauſeleſly grieving her, either by Speeches or Ac- 


tions. 

(.) Giving her due Reſpe& and Honour. Think 
honourably of her, as the Perſon Gop ſaw fitteſt 
for you, and be not tempted, ſo much as in 'Thought, 
to believe, that any other could have been ſo pro- 
per or beneficial to you. Speak honourably 
of her, not divulging any of her Failings or Im- 
perfections, but giving her the due Praiſe of thoſe 
Virtues and Graces that are in her. Treat 
her houourably, neither making thyſelf a Servant 
ro her Humour, nor making her a Slave to thine ; 
but uſe her as thy Boſom- Friend, and in every Thing, 
but Authority, equal to thyſelf. 

(7-) A 


(36) 


(.) A prudent maintaining and managing his | 


Authority. His Authority over her is God's, who 
has entruſted him with it ; therefore it is not baſely 
to be betrayed, nor to be maintained with Rigour 
and tyrannical Violence: But the moſt effectual 
Way of keeping it up, is by Prudence and Gravity, 
Soberneſs and Piety, and a ſtayed, exemplary and 
ſtrict Life. This wlll cauſe a reverent Eſteem in 
the Wife, and in the whole Family. And it is an 
hard Matter for a Man to be reverenced by others, 
who does not firſt reverence himſelf. 

Wife's Duties. (1.) Subjection and Obe- 
dience, which is required from them as abſolutely 
as unto Chriſt himſelf, Eph. v. 22—24. and the 
Apoſtle enforces it by ſundry Reaſons, as you may 
fee, 1 Cor. xi. 3, 8, 9. 1 im. ii. 12, 13, 14. This 
Duty is frequently expreſſed, Submit yourſelves; and 
the Manner of performing it, Be ſubject as to the 
Lord ; Submit in the Lord; which Phraſe carries 
in it three Things. —-Firſt, a Motive to Obe- 
dience. It is done to the Lord. And though 
through the forward and peeviſh Humours of the 


Huſband, ſhe may have no other Encouragement 


to obſerve and obey him ; yet to the conſcientious 
Wife this will be Encouragement enough, that the 
Lord will accept and reward her Obedience. Mar- 
riage being a Type of our myſtical Union to Chriſt, 
he eſpecially is concerned that the Duties of that 
Relation be performed, ſo as to bear ſome Propor- 
tion to that ſpiritual Myſtery. Secondly, a Di- 
rection how to perſorm it; it mult be as to the Lord. 
She muſt obey h r huſband not only with a Deſign 
of pleaſing him, but the Lord Chritt. It is not the 
Huſband only that commands, but the Lord ; and 
the Wife mult eye his ſovereign Authority, through 
the Authority of her Huſband : And then it will ap- 
pear, that though there be no Neceſſity in what he 
requires, yet there is a Neceility ſhe ſhould perform 
what is required. Thirdly, the Words im- 
port alſo a Limitation of her Obedience. The Wife 
muſt ſubmit and obey, but in the Lord, and as to the 
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Lord: that is, only in lawful Things, wherein by 
der Obedience to her Huſband ſhe may not offend 


againſt Gop. And excepting this in all other Caſes 


" the Wife is abſolutely bound to obey the Will and 


Command of her Huſband to the utmoſt of her 
Power; even though he ſhould abuſe his Authority, 
and command what is unneceſſary and unfit, unleſs 


- ſhe can meekly perſuade him to revoke his Com- 


mand. Nothing can excuſe her Obligation to 
Obedience, but the Unlawfulneſs or Impoſlibility of 
what is enjoined, 

(2.) Reſpe& and Reverence, Eh. v. 33. cheriſh- 
ing an hiok Eſteem of him, if not for his Gifts and 
Graces, yet at leaſt, as her Lord and Head, Supe- 


+ rior to her by Gop's Appointment; looking upon 
him as the Perſon whom Gop has particularly 
> choſen for her, as the fitteſt to be her Head and 
Guide, having a Care to pleaſe him, endeavouring to 
conform herſelf to his Inclination, having a Joy in 
Pleaſing and Grief in offending him, rejoicing when 
he rejoices, being ſad when he mourns. 


(3-) Helpfulneſs To his Soul, in further- 
ing his Graces and wiſely and opportunely admo- 
niſhing him to his Duty, at leaſt by an holy and 


'blameleſs Converſation.—To his Body, by cheriſh- 
ing and tendering of it.— Lo his good Name, by 


endeayouring to augment and preſerve it, reporting 
well of him, and filencing and convincing any ſcan- 
dalous Rumours concerning him. — To his Eſtate ; if 


ſhe cannot bring in any Thing to increaſe the Stock, 
yet ſhe ought prudently and frugally to manage 
What her Huſband entruſts her with, and not to watte 


it vainly and profuſely. Nor ought ſhe to alienate 
any Thing from her Huſband, without his Conſent 
either expreſly declared, or upon good Grounds ſup- 
poſed to be tacitly granted. 
4. Modeſty in Apparel and Behaviour, and Deng 
dorned with a meek and quiet Spirit. 

2. Duties of Parents and Children. — Children 
are to honour their Parents. 

(1.) * reverencing them. having an awful LO 
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and a Fearfulneſs to offend. out of the Reſpect they 
bear them. And this Reverence 15 to be expreſſed 
both in Speeches and Geſtures, Their Speeches muſt 
be full of Reſpect and Honour, giving to them the 
higheſt Titles that their Quality and Condition will 


admit. They muſt likewiſe be very few, (for Talk- 


ativeneſs is an Argument of Diſreſpect) and very | 
humble and ſubmiſſive. They muſt comport them- 
ſelves with all Lowlineſs and Modeſty before them, 
in bowing the Body, and ſhewing all other ex- 
ternal Signs of Reſpet.——— — They muſt not 
upon any Pretence of Infirmity in them, deſpiſe 
them either in outward Behaviour, or ſo much 
as in their Hearts; but they are ſtill to reverence 
them, and to bear with their Infirmities, whether na- 
tural or vicious; and endeavour to hide and cover them 
like SHem and Faphcth ; and that in ſuch a Manner as 
even themſelves might not behold them. EY 
(2.) By Obedience, active in whatſoever is not 
contrary to the Will and Law of Goo, paſſive in © 
whatſoever they impoſe upon us that is ſo. There- 
tere we are to obey them in whatſoever honeſt 
Calling aad Employment they will ſet us, and we 
ought not to enter into Wedlock without their 
Knowledge, or againſt their Confent ; but Chil- 
dren have a negative Vote, and ought not to be 
forced againſt their own Will and Conſent : In un- 
lawful Commands, when it is neceſſary to refuſe 
Compliance; we ſhould take care to do it in ſuch a 
modeſt and reſpectful Manner, that it may appear 
*tis Conſcience only, and not Stubbornneſs moves us 
to it; for Children are not by ſuch Commands dif- 
charged from Obedience, but only directed to chuſe 
the paſſive Part of it, and to bear their Wrath and 
Choler; yea, and their Puniſhments too, with all 
Patience and Svbmiſſion. A 
(3.) By Remuneration and Retribution, requiting 
the Benefits we have received from them, ſo far 
as we are able, and they need. When they are 
fallen into Poverty or Decay, or otherwiſe require 
Aliftance from us, we are obliged liberally, ac- 
| cording 


ned MF ( 39 ) 


nuſt cording to our Proportion, to afford it ; but we are 
the not to afliſt them in Poverty and Lowneſs of Eſtate 
will only, but in all their Wants of what Kind ſoever, 
alk- whether Weakneſs and Sickneſs of Body, Decayed- 
very neſs of Underſtanding, Sc. 


em- (4) By hearkening to their good Inſtructions, 


1em, mitating their godly Practices, and praying for 
ex- hem. Though good Inſtruction be for the Matter 
not f it always to be embraced, from whomſoever it 
ſpiſe ſnall proceed; yet when it ſhall come from a Parent, 


it obliges us not only becauſe it is Good, but be- 


ence cauſe it is Authoritative : Neither are we only to 

rna- hearken to their Counſel, but alſo to pray for them, 

them and to imitate their holy Examples. And therefore 

er as it is commended in Sin,, that he walked in the 
Steps of his Father David. 

not Parent's Duties, reſpect either the tem- 


'e in poral or ſpiritual Good of their Children. As for 
here- their temporal Good, they owe them Protection 
oneſt and Proviſion of Neceſſarie and Conveniences ac- 
d we | cording to the Rank and Degree, in which the 


their divine Providence has ſet them. We are to nouriſh 
Chil- and ſuſtain them, and to protect them from all in- 
to be feident Evils ; nor are we to provide for them only 
n un- Mor the preſent, but according to our Ability we 
refuſe 


re to take care for their future Subſiſtence; and 
f we cannot leave them a Patrimony, we are to 
leave them an Art or Calling, whereby through 
the Blefling of Gop they may procure their own 


's dif- Livelihood. And if we muſt place them out to a 
chuſe Vocation, we muſt endeavour with all our Pru- 


th and © dence to fit it to their Genius and Inclination 
th all | full remembring, that if we piouſly deſign any 
unto the Work of the Lord, it ſhould be thoſe 
juiting Who are moſt pregnant, and whom Gop has en- 
ſo far Qed with the greateſt Gifts for ſo high a Mi- 

2y are ſtration. | 
-equire In Reſpect of the ſpiritual Goed of their Chil- 
y, ac- Cen. They are to preſent them to holy Bap- 
ording m, to inſtruct and admoniſh them, to educate 
em in the Fear and Knowledge of Gop, to teach 


D 2 them 
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114 them the fundamental Truths and Principles of the 
TIT chriſtian Religion, and in a Manner moſt ſuitable 
to their Capacity and Diſcretion, and to form 
their Wills, while they are flexible, to the Love of F 
| Piety and Virtue. This Way of Inftruftion F - 
is; Firſt, by reading to them or cauſing them to | 
read the Scriptures, and pointing out to them 
thoſe Obſervables, which are moſt agreeable to 
their Age and Apprehenſions. Secondly, by ca- 
techiſing and inſtructing them in the Grounds and 
principal Doctrines of Religion. A continued Diſ- 
courſe is not ſo informing, nor does it faſten and þ 
rivet Inſtruction into young Minds ſo well, as 
where it is diverſified by Queſtions and Anſwers. F 
Thirdly, by endeavouring to make them in“ 
Love with Duty, offering them Rewards and Invi-F} 
i cations, and whenever they do well, encouraging 
1 them to go on! 5 
Another Duty of Parents is to give good Ex- 
amples, to ſet before their Children the Copies 
and Patterns of thoſe Virtues which they teach. 
Even a Heathen Satyriſt could ſay, maxima debe- 
tur Puero Reverentia, We ought to reverence and 
ſtand in Awe of Children, that they ſee nothing 
vicious or diſhoneſt by us, not ſo much for the 
Shame of it as the Example. It is the Boaſl 
and Glory of Children to be and do like their # 
Parents, and if they think it not a Part of Duty 
to imitate their Vices, yet they cannot but con- 
clude themſelves ſecure from Reproof and Correc#: 
tion. If neither Inſtructions, Encouragements“ 
nor good Examples will prevail, then CorreCtior: 
and Diſcipline is neceſlary and becomes a Duty) 
And let that firſt be tried in Words, not in railing 
and foul Language, but in ſober yet ſharp Reproot 
but if that fail too, then uſe the Rod. And let thi 
Correction be given in ſuch a Manner as may be mot | 
likely to do Good, viz. Timely, not ſuffering the Chil: 
to run on in any Ill till it has got a Habit, and becom 
hardened by Age or Spirit againſt the Fear or Smart o 
Correction ; and moderately, not exceeding the W | 
wa 
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lity of the Fault, nor the Tendernefs of the Child. 
f the Immoderate ungoverned Correction is ſo far from 
table I. profiting Children, that it often exaſperates them, 
form and makes them the more ſtubborn and untractable, 
ve of or elſe it only diſpirits and ſtupifies them; and 
Etion F ” a: ſour harſh unkind Behaviour will alſo produce 
m to the latter Effect of diſpiriting them. And there- 
them fore the Apoſtle has twice cautioned Parents againſt 


le to this Way of Diſcipline, Eph. vi. 4. Col. iii. 21. 
y ca- þ Laſtly, Correction muſt not be given in Anger; it 
s and it be, it will loſe it's Effect on the Child, who will 
| Dii- MF think it is corrected not becauſe it has done a 
1 and Fault, but becauſe the Parent is angry: whereas 


ll, as Care ſhould be taken to make the Child as ſenſible 

wers. of the Fault, as of the Smart. 

m in Alfter Children are grown up, the. Parent is till 

Invi- to watch over them in Reſpect of their Souls; to 

aging obſerve how they Practice the Precepts which were 
given them, and. accordingly to exhort, encourage, 

d Ex- or reprove as they find Occaſion. 

Copies. Another Duty of Parents is to bleſs their 

teach, Children. (1) By their Prayers. They are 

; debe- by daily and earneſt Prayer to commend them 


e and to Gov's Protection and Blefling, . both for their 
othing # ſpiritual and temporal Eſtate. (2.) By their Piety, 
or the they are to be ſuch Perſons themſelves, as that a 

Boaſt W Bleſſing may. deſcend from them upon their Poſte- 
> their@ rity,. Parents Bleſſings have great Influence on their 
Duty Children, ſo likewiſe have their Curſes, and there— 
it con- fore they ſhould beware what they with or pray. 


againſt them. A raſh and pathonate Curſe is often- 
times direfully fulfilled, not only to the Ruin of 
reCtior the Children, but the too late Sorrow and Repen- 
Duty) . tance of the Parents. Laſtly, Parents ſhould . 
railing take heed that they uſe their Power over their Chil. 
eproof -Þren, with Equity and Moderation, not to oppreſs 
let thi them with unreaſonable Commands, only to exerciſe 
be mol their own Authority; but in all '!hjngs of Weight, 


ie Chile o conſider the real Good of their Children, and 
becom to preſs them to nothing which may not conſuſt 
Smart 0 With that. | 
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Duties of Maſters and Servants. A Seryan 
ought, where his Choice is left him free, to chuſ 
a faithful Mafter, One that fears God, and will b. 
willing to promote the ſpiritual Good and Salvatio: 
of his Soul; and a Maſter ſhould uſe a pruden 
Care in the Choice of his Servants, chooſing ſuciF 
as have Ability to diſcharge their Place and ma] 
nage the Affairs committed to them, and conſcien. 
tiouſneſs and Piety in doing faithful Service, not to 
them only but to Go p, the common Maſter of them 
both. 

Servant's Duties. (1.) Obedience to all the 
Iawful Commands of his Maſter, Col. iii. 22. even; 
though they ſhould be impertinent, or too impeP 
rious and tyrannical. (2.) A patient Suffering theif 
Reproofs and Corrections; yea ſo patient, as not tiÞ, 
anſwer again, Tit. ii. 9. though he has given no ju 
Cauſe for Reproof and Correction, 1 Pet. ii. 18, &:)7 
but if innocent, calmly, and at fit Seaſons, to repre 
fent unto his Maſter the Juſtice of his Actions, and 
the Reaſons that moved him to them; and if faulty, | 
to amend the Fault he is rebuked for. (3.) Arc 
verential Fear of his Maſter, 1. Pet. ii. 18. which 
Fear is to be expreſſed in their Words and Actions, 
by forbearing any Clamours or irreverent Matter. 

ing in their Preſence, their Words muſt be feu? 
and humble, giving them all thoſe reſpeQful Title 
that belong juſtly to their Place and Quality, by 
ſpeaking well of them in their Abſence, concealing® 
their Infirmities ; by comporting themſelves with aß 
the Expreſſions of Modeſty and Reſpe&t befor“ 
them, and readily doing, not only what their Mac 
ters ſhall command, but what they judge will b 
pleaſing aud acceptable to them, F/. exxiii. 2. firiv 
ing not only to fulfil, but even to prevent the! 
Commands by the Readineſs and Reſpect of the! 
Obedience. (4.) Diligence in his Maſter's Affairs 
Fidelity and Truft in what is committed to hi: 
Charge, not defrauding him of the leaſt Value 
Tit. ii. 9. Carefulneſs in preſerving his Eſtate, no 
waſting it by riotous Living or Negligence. (5. 

rut 
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Truth in all that they ſay. (6.) Serving with a 
good Will and in Singleneſs of Heart, not grudg- 
ingly as of Conſtraint, and with Eye-ſervice, but 
readily and chearfully, as unto the Lord, Eph. vi. 
Se. 
” Maſter's Duties (1.) To uſe a prudent and 
difcreet Government, ſuch as may maintain their 
Authority, and yet not be tyrannical. Therefore 
it ſhould be a Maſter's Care to demean himſelf. 
gravely and awfully before his Servants, his very 
Countenance and Comportment ſhould be enough 
to beget Reverence in them. Government conſiſts 
in Command and Correction; but that which 
moſily -tends to make both effectual is good Ex- 
ample. A Maſter ought wiſely to enjoin his 
Servants what they ſhould do without Rigour or. 
Revilings, nor yet ſhould he proſtitute his Autho- 
rity by ſubmiſſive Entreaties. There ſhould be ſuch- 
an equal Mixture of Mildneſs with Gravity, and 
Love with Authority, that the Servant ſhould” not 
only be compelled but inclined by it to Obe- 
dience. But this Wiſdom in commanding reſpects 
not only the Manner, but alſo the Matter of the 
Command. And as to this, he ought to com- 
mand nothing but what is lawful, poſſible, and 
reaſonable. Though a Thing be not ſimply im- 
poſſible in itſelf, but only to the Servant, con- 
fidering his Inability or Employments; or if it be- 
hugely inconvenient, © or prejudicial, or unſeaſon- 
able, the Maſter ought not in Conſcience or Prudence 
to exact it. Neither ſhould any of his Commands 
be vain and impertinent, but he ſhould have ſome 
vill b Þ ſwaying Reaſon ſufficient to ſatisfy his own Judg- 
. riv ment and Conſcience, though perhaps not always fit 
t thei ; to be communicated to the Servant. 
f the! Correction ought to be uſed to ſtubborn and 
Aﬀairs diſobedient Servants, but Prudence muſt be the 
to hii MW Meaſure of what Diſcipline is fit for them, ac- 
Value, M cording to their Age, Diſpoſition, and the Nature of 
their Offence, A Reproof will work more effectu- 
ally on ſome, than Stripes, and thoſe of ingenious 

| Spirits 
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Spirits will either be diſcouraged or exaſperated by 


too rigorous: Uſage. No Correction is to be in- 
ſticted out of Paſſion and Revenge, but either for 
Reformation and Amendment, or for Examples 
Sake to terrify others from the ſame or the like 
Offences. But be ſure that the Corrections be not 
immoderate, and too ſevere. Generally Reproof 
is the beſt Diſcipline, and if they will not be 


amended with that, though a ſharper Method be a 


lawful, and in ſome Caſes neceſſary, yet the. moſt 
prudent..Courſe is to diſcharge them. 


(2.) Proviſion for the temporal. and ſpiritual | 


Good of his Servants. As to the firſt, he is 
bound to ſupply them with Things neceſſary ac- 


cording : to the Agreement and Compact between 
them. He. ought to provide Food and Raiment, 


or in Lieu of any of theſe. faithfully to pay the 
agreed Wages. As to the Second, every Maſter 
is to be a Prieſt and Prophet in his own Family, 
as well as a King. He 1s to inſtruct them in the 
Will and Laws of Gop, to inform their Ignorance, 


reſolve their Doubts, excite and quicken them to 


the Service of Gop, to reCtify their. Errors and 
Miſtakes, to pray with and for them, to direct 
them in the Way to Heaven, and to walk before 
them in it by his holy and pious Example. Gop 


has entrulled thee with their Souls, and will require 


them at thy Hands. What a heavy Doom will paſs 
en thee, when God ſhall demand at thy Hands the 
Souls of. thy Servants or Children, which . have pe- 
Tiſhed . through thy Default! Let not a Day paſs 


without its tated Hours of Prayer in your Family, 
and allow them Time to beſtow on their Souls in 


Secret. Inſtruct thoſe that are ignorant, reduce 


thoſe that are enormous, admoniſh and rebuke with 
all. Authority thoſe that are faulty, diſcard thoſe. 


that are contumacious and incorrigible Let. not 
a Scorner and Derider of Pietv and Holineſs re- 


main within your Doors, and be careful that both 


you and your Family do ſtrictly obſerve and ſanc- 


tify the Lord's Day. Prepare your Families by 


private 
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private Duties for public, let none of them. ſtay 
at Home from the Ordinances but on great and 
urgent Neceſſity; take an Account of their Pro- 
fiting by what they hear; be as careful to ſee your 
Family well employed in the Service of Gop on that 
Day, as to ſee them employed in thy own Service the 


bother Days of the Week, therefore be not long nor 


unneceſſarily from them. 


Second, in the Church. 


I. Duties of Paſtors and their Flock s. 
Miniſters ſhould look to it that they be rightly 
called, that they do not thruſt themſelves into 
ſo ſacred a Function, unleſs they be duly ſet apart 
thereto. No Man taketh this Honour to himſelf, 
but he that is called of Gob, Heb, v. 4. And Gov 
complains of thoſe Prophets whom he had not ſent, 
and yet they ran; and to whom he had not ſpoken, 
and yet they propheſied, Fer. xxiii. 21. They 
muſt have an inward Call, which conſiſts both in 
the Gifts of the holy Spirit, and alſo in the Incli- 
nation of their Will to uſe them for God's Glory 
in this holy Miniſtration. Now the Gifts they 
ſhould be endued with are a competent Knowledge 
in the Truths of the Goſpel, ſanctifying Grace, 


.and an holy Life and Converſation, 


Paſtor's Duties, (1.) To be good Examples 
to the Flock, 1 Jim. iv. 12. They muſt be exem- 
plary both in themſelves, and their Families, 7. 
1 7, 8, 1 Tim. iii. 4. They muſt be ſerious and 
(2.) A di- 


and Talents; they muſt be able and willing to teach, 
well-grounded in the Knowledge and Doctrine of 
Chriſt. They ought to be inſtant in Seaſon and 
out of Seaſon, 1 Cor. ix. 16. 2 Tim. iv. 2. Their 
Doctrine ſhould be ſound, ſuch as cannot be con- 
demned, Tit. ii. 1. It muſt have it's Authority 
either ſrom the expreſs Words of Scripture, or the 
Analogy 
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Analogy of Faith rationally deduced from Scrip- 
ture. Profitable, not ſetting before the People un- 
intelligible Notions, or thin airy Speculations.— 
Plain and ſuited to the Capacities of the Hearers, 
as much as can be without diſguſting any grave 
and ſolid, not flovenly and too much neglected, 
nor yet too nicely and ſprucely dreſt - powerfully 
and with Authority, 1 7rm. iv. 11. They muſt de- 
liver Gop's Meſſage boldly. (3.) Other Duties are 
Hoſpitality according to the Meaſure of their Eſtates, 
1 Tim. iii. 2. Tit. i. 8. Gravity in their Diſcourſe 
and all their Converſe, neither ſpeaking nor doing 
any Thing unſeemly, a ptous and aſſiduous Care in 
viſiting the Sick, Diligence in catechizing and in- 
ſtructing the Younger in the Principles of Faith and 


Religion. ; 
Duties of the People. (.) Obedience in 
being perſuaded by their good Advice and Admo- | 
nitions, Heb. xiii. 17. When they propound the Will 
of Gop revealed in his Word, or in Caſes not fo 
clearly determined therein, do give their Judgment 
as thoſe who have found Mercy to- be accounted 
Faithful, they may challenge our Obedience to it in 
the Name of Chriſt; for we find, that in thoſe par- 
ticular Caſes wherein the Apoſtle had no expreſs 
Revelation from Chriſt, yet he preſcribes to the 
Corinthians what he judges fit for them to do, and 
by that Direction obliges their Practice, not indeed 
ſimply and abſolutely, yet ſo that in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances as the Apoſtle ſuppoſes, they had ſinned if 
they had done otherwiſe than he directed them. 
(2.) To honour their Miniſters as their ſpiritual 
Fathers, 1 Tim. v. 17. All muſt have that Honour 
given them which is due to their Function, but 
thoſe who rule the Flock well muſt have this Ho- 
nour doubled to them. Now this double Honour 
is commonly taken for the Honour of Reverence, 
and the Honour of Maintenance. They are te be 
honoured and eſteemed for their Office and their 
Work's Sake, and ought to have a 3 A 
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beral Maintenance, ſuch as may enable them to re- 
lieve the Neceſſities of others, to provide comfortably 
for their own Family, and to uſe Hoſpitality in their 
Houſes. | | 8 
II. Perſons eminent in Grace. —Ought to beware 
that they do not deſpiſe their weaker Brethren in 
” their Hearts, nor with a cenſorious Auſterity reject 
| ' thoſe whom Gov has received. They ſhould be- 
* | | ware of ſpiritual Pride, which makes Men envious 


* towards thoſe who excel them, and ſcorn ful towards 
= thoſe who fall ſhort : for when men gtow con- 
: ceited of their own Excellencies and Attainments, 
e they will be ready to condemn other Men's Duties 
8 as formal Hypocriſy, and their Sins as total Apoſta- 
in cy. They will miſtake the ſmoaking Flax for a 
\. reeking Dunghill, and be forward imperiouſly to 
d caſt them out of Gov's Family, though themſelves 

were but lately received into it out of mere Cha- 
in | rity. The more eminent our Graces are, the more 
ws Need have we to pray and ftrive for Humility.— 


11 ; (2.) They ſhould improve their Grace to the Benefit 
fo and Advantage of others. Hath Gov endued thee 
ne With a clear and diſtin Knowledge of the Myſte- 


ed ries of the Goſpel? Know that this Light was 
in given thee, to diffuſe and ſcatter Abroad it's Rays 
3 about thee, to inform the ignorant, guide the doubt- 
e ing, confirm the wavering, reſolve the ſcrupulous, 
he reduce the erroneous, and convince the malicious 
na Oppoſers of the Truth. Or has the holy Spirit 
a | kindled in thy Breaſt a Flame of divine Affections, 
m. And is it not to this End, that thou ſhouldeſt breath 
ir Warmth into the languiſhing Deſires of others, by 
__ © holy Conferences and ſpiritual Diſcourſes illuſtrat- 
ag] ng the Beauty of Holineſs, the Excellency of true 
dur Fiety in itfelf, and the Rewards it brings after it? 
but Pr bath Gop exerciſed thee with grievous Trials, 
"FP nd violent Temptations? Wherefore is it, but 
3 hat you ſhould the better know how to ſuccour 
Re hoſe that are tempted, and by your own Fxpe- 
"He ences counſel and comfort thole who are ready 


to 


1 | 
te fink under their Load? Expound to them the 
Depths and Methods of Satan, unravel his Wiles 
ad Subtleties. 2 Cor. i. 4. Or if you are not fo 
fit either for Inſtruction or Counſel ; yet at leaſt, let 
your Graces be beneficial to others, by an holy 
and. exemplary Converſation. If your Graces can- 
not ſhine through your Gifts, yet at leaſt let them 
ſhine through your Life, that others ſeeing your 

good Works may give Glory to your heavenly 

ather. . 

Duty of others towards them.—{(1.) Highly to. 
love and eſteem them, 1 Fo. v. 1. To aſſociate 
with them, make them their Boſom-Friends, their 
Confidents, and Companions. —(2.) To imitate 
their holy Examples. If others outſtrip you, mend 
your Pace, endeavour to overtake them, tread in 
the ſame Steps, and do your utmoſt to keep even 
with them : envy not their Graces, but emulate * 
them. But here Feine you ſet your Pattern right ; * 
propound thoſe to yourſelves for. Examples, who | 
are of fixed Principles and ſober Practices, who 
are grave and folid, and in all the Duties that 
belong to a chriſtian Converſation, labour. to do 
them ſubſtantially rather than oftentatiouſly. And 
yet there is no Man that walks ſo uprightly, but 
that ſometimes he may Rep awry : And therefore 
be not led by a blind and implicite Adherence to 
them, but continually eye the Rule, and wherein- F 
ſoever they forſake that, therein forſake them. 4 


III. In the Cemmon-Wealth. 


| 
| Magiſtrates and Subjects. Subjects owe to 
their Magiſtrates and Rulers.— (.) Honour and 


Reverence. Firſt, in their Thoughts, looking upon 
thera as the lively and viſible Images of Gop upon 
Earth. The divine Perfections are the higheſt Ob- 
jet of our Reverence ; therefore as you would 
eſteem and honour any for their Wiſdom or Holi 
neſs, becauſe theſe are ſome Lineaments of the 
Image 


7 
* 
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Image of Gov, ſo you ought to reverence thoſe 
to whom the Almighty has commuaicated his 
adorable Power and Authority, for this alſo is the 
Image of Gov in them: Yea, though, they ſhould 
bear no other Reſemblance to God, neither in his 
Wiſdom nor Juſtice, &:. Yet that Authority alone, 
with which they ſtand inveſted, challenges our 

Reſpect and Reverence, for in this at leaſt they 
are like to Goo, and whoſoever flights and deſ- 
piſes them, flights and deſpiſes one of Gop's 
glorious Attributes ſhining forth in them. 
We muſt not harbour any under-yalving and ill 
Thoughts of them; but where Magiſtrates are juſt 
and merciful, wiſe and holy, we ought to give 
them the greateſt Reverence that can belong to 
Creatures, and to eſteem and reſpect them next 
unto Gov himſclf. Secondly, in our Speeches, 
ſpeaking what Good of them we know, and pru— 
dently concealing - their Vices or Infirmities. Be- 
ware that you do not by Miſinterpretation traduce 
the Actions of your lawful Rulers, nor hearken to 
thoſe who. do. —— Thirdly, with our Subſtance 
when the Neceſſity of their Affairs, and public Con- 
cernments call for Supply. Tributes and public 
Payments are theirs, when made ſo by Law; for 


the reſt is our's no otherwiſe than by the ſame Law. 


And though ſometimes the Burthen may fall heavy, 
yet we ought freely and chearfully to contribute.— 
(2.) Obedience in performing their lawful Com- 
mands ; and where they are wicked and unlawful, 
in ſuffering what they threaten. (3.) Fervent and 
earneſt Prayer for them. 1 Tim. ii. 1. 

Subordinate Magiſtrates. — Should be Men 
fearing Gop, Men of 'Fruth, and hating. Ceve- 
touſneſs, Exad. xviii. 21. Their chief Duty is to 


ſee that the Laws be executed according to their 


full Intent without Reſpect of ' Perſons, neither fear- 
ing to puniſh the Rich, nor ſparing to puniſh the 


Poor, making no Difference between one Perſon 


and another, where the Cauſe makes none. The 
ſhould have that Courage and Firmneſs, which may 
E C 


(50) 
make them as inflexible as the Rule of Juſtice it? 
{elf is; neither being frighted by the Power or 
Threats of the Great, nor ſoftened with the Cries 
of the Mean, but moved only by the Cauſe. They 
ſhould be diveſted of all Paſſions, private Subjects, 
rivate Intereſts and Affections, and be impartial 
in the Execution of Juſtice upon the mightieſt Of- 
fenders as well as the meaneſt, upon their dear- 


eſt Friends and Relations as well as upon Strangers 


or Enemies. 

2. Perſons excelling in the Gifts of the Mind, 
in Knowledge, Wiidom, Oc. Ought to im- 
prove them to the Good and Advantage of others, 
to guide and adviſe for the Benefit of Mankind, and 
the Glory of Gop; for thefe Gifts, though they are 
not ſanctifying, may be very ſerviceable to the 


- Church.——Theſe, though they ſhould poſſeſs ſuch 


Gifts without any ſanctifying and ſaving Graces, 
yet are very conſiderable Men; and our Duty is 
to eſteem and reverence them, to love their Excel- 
lencies, and encourage their Labours, to praiſe Gop 
for them, and pray for an Increaſe of their Gifts, 
How much more then, when their natural and 


acquired Endowments are joined with ſanctifying 


Grace; and the Love of the Truth does as much 
poſſeſs their Hearts, as the Knowledge of it does 
their Heads. 


3. Aged Perſons. —— Another Superiority which f 


God has granted ſome over others, is that of old 


Age, which is of itſelf reverend and awful, and we 


ought to give due Reſpect to it, Lev. xix. 32. Ja. 
Iii. 5. A reverend Awe before them is not only a 
Point of Manners, but Part of a moral and expreſs 
Duty. And if ſuch Reſpe& be due to them 
from others; they ought to reverence themſelves, 
and by grave, prudent, and holy Actions, to put 
a Crown of Glory on their own grey Heads, Prov, 
xvi. 31. a 
8 excelling in Riches and Honour. 
Their Duty is to be humble towards their Inferiors, 
knowing that theſe are only external Goodg, and 
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to communicate to the Relief of other's Neceſſities, 
that they may be rich in good Works, and maks 
to themſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrigh. 
teonſneſs.— The Duty of others towards them is 
to pay them all due Reſpects according to what 
Go has beſtowed on them, to acknowledge the 
| Riches of Gop in making them Rich, and to 
endeavour to promote, as far as in them les, the 
&® fpiritual Good of their Souls. A rich Man may 
be more univerſally inſtrumental either of Good or 
Evil than others can; therefore to win ſuch an 
One to the Faith, or to preſerve him ſtable in it, 
is a moſt charitable Work; not only to their 
Souls, but to the Church of Chriſt, the Affairs of 
which. may be much advanced by ſuch a Man's 
Wealth and Intereſt. 

Obſerve, That in all theſe mutual Duties, it is 
no Excuſe for the one Party to fail of the moſt con- 
ſcientious and careful Performance of what belongs to 
him, becauſe the other does ſo. 8 


: the Precept. We may obſerve, that whereas 
the free and genuine Adminiſtration of the Goſpel, 


Heaven to Believers, the old Law runs generally 
upon earthly and temporal Bleſſings; which muſt not 


Were only for theſe earthly Concernments; but be- 


Syſtem of that Pedagogy, wherein Gop thought fit 


y 2 Fo diſcipline them by Types, and to lead them unto 
o_ the Sun by Shadows. But though theſe Promiſes 
em 


made to the Jews were thus typical, yet thoſe Fi- 


ves, ures were not altogether ſo figurative, as not to be 
Put properly underſtood and fulfilled. Though Heaven 
r09, 


ere typified by Canaan, yet God's Veracity would 
Save ſuffered, if he had brought them to Heaven, 
— he true Land of Promiſe, and not given them their 
1015, Inheritance in the earthly Canaan, So likewiſe that 

0D might be true to his Promiſe, it is not enough 
te nat he rewards the * with eternal Life, but 

21 2 his 


Concerning the Promiſe of long Life added to 
promiſes eternal Life and the Joys and Glories of 


be ſo underftood, as if the Promiſes of the Law 


eauſe this Procedure was moſt ſuitable to the whole 


. 
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his Faithfulneſs ſtands obliged to prolong their tem- 
poral Life to ſuch a Duration, as may be fit at 
leaſt to make a Type of the everlaſting Reſt. 
Neither doth the more ſpiritual Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel look on this Bleſffing of long Life as a 
Thing below its Cognizance, but propounds it as. 
a promiſe of Moment; though it be now diveſted 
of its typical "Uſe, and ſtands for no more than it- 
ſelf fignifies. And therefore we find that the Apoſ- 
tle puts a Value on this fifth Commandment for 
this very Reaſon, that it is the firſt with Pro- 
miſe, Eph. vi. 23. And the ſame Apoſtle tells us 
that Godlineſs is profitable to all Things, having 


the Promiſes of this Life, and of that which is to 
come. But ſince this Life is nothing elſe but a Pre- 
parative to Eternity, neither it nor any thing in it 
can be called good, but only as it relates to our 
eternal State. And therefore all Promiſes of earth- 


ly Bleflings muſt neceſſarily imp ly this Condition; 
that they ſhall be literally fulfilled to us, if they 
may promote our eternal Happineſs : otherwiſe they 
would not be Promifes but Threatnings, and that 
which we apprehend a Bleſſing, would indeed prove 
No other to us than a Snare and Curſe, 


VI. Thou ſhalt not kill. 


This Precept forbids all Wrongs and Injuries to 8 
the Perſon of another, conſidered naturally as he is in 


himſelf, and that in Reſpect of his Soul as well | 


as his Body; for both are included in his Perſon. 


And therefore by the ſecond general Rule, the doing 
all poſſible Good of every K 

Bodies of Men is enjoined. But this is not all, for 
the Law of God is ſpiritual and ſearches the Heart; 
and therefore, as our Saviour himſelf explains 
this Command, Anger (in which is included every 
Temper contrary to Love) is likewiſe here forbid: 
And conſequently, Love or an univerſal Benevo- 
lence is the great Duty hereby required. And as 
the Love of ourſelves is to be the Standard and Rule 


ind to the Souls and 


of | 
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it of our Love to others, for thus we are commanded, - 
to love our Neighbour as ourſelves ; it follows, that 


e the regular Love of ourſelves is alſo implied in this 
a : Command, the having an earneſt zealous Concern for 
s our own Happineſs and Welfare, the doing all we. 
d can to preſerve ourſelves free and vigorous, to 2 

t- rify Gop in our Station, and carefully avoiding 
{- Þ© whatſoever may be injurious to our own Souls or 
or Bodies: All Fretting, vain Grief, worldly Sorrows, 

o- © melancholy Sin; and whatſoever may wound and 
as hurt the Soul in wn of its principal Faculties of 
ng the Underſtanding, Will and Affections, and in Re- 
to gad of its preſent and eternal Happineſs; all need- 
e- | leſs endangering of ourſelves, Self-murder, and what- 
it ſoever tends to injure our Healths, or ſhorten our 


ur | Lives. Thoſe who deſtroy themſelves (whether 
h- their Souls or Bodies) do virtually and interpre- 
n; tatively deſtroy the whole World, becauſe they 
e&y deſtroy that fundamental Law, which ſhould regu»: 
ey late their Love to their Neighbours ; and which is 
xat the ſtated Rule, according to which they ſhould. 
endeavour after their Welfare and Preſervation. 
Bains forbid. Not only the actual Sin of 
Murder is here forbid, but according to the Fourth 
general Rule all Degrees and Cauſes of it; ſuch: 
© ans Envy, which» gave occaſion to the firſt Murder 

committed in the World, and is a foul Vice that 

turns the Happineſs and Welfare of others into our 
. Mifcry and Torment; Anger, for no Anger is al- 
on, lowed but that which is directed againſt Sin, and the 


ing Word un without a Cauſe im Matt, v. 22. is left 
and out in many of the Greek Copies, and it ſeems moſt 
for agreeable to the Context that it ſhould be ſo; pre- 
arts adice againſt, and raſh judging of others; Hatred, 


Malice, Contempt, rejoicing at the Fall of others, 
and every unkind Thought harboured in the Heart - 


05 againſt our Neighbour.— Thus far reſpects the in- 
evo- ard Man.—In regard of outward Acts. 
1 as All Injuries to the Soul are forbid, ſuch as cauſe- 


Rule leſs afflicting or grieving any one, drawing him 
"of to Sin, which.-wounds and kills the Soul) cither - 


E 3: directly 
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directly by commanding of it, by counſelling or |} 
adviſing to any Wickedneſs, by enticing and al- 
Juring to it, as when we ſet before him the Pleaſure 
” profit he ſhall reap by it, by aſſiſting and help- 
: him either in contriving or acting it; or in- 
direQly, by ſetting an evil Example,. by Encou- 
ragement of Sin, which we are guilty of when 
either by approving, or at leaſt not ſhewing a Diſ- Wu 
like, we give him Confidence to go on in his Wick. 
edneſs, by juſtifying and defending any finful Acc 
of another, by bringing up any Reproach on ſtri& 7? 
Living, as thoſe do who have the Ways of Gop in 
Deriſion. th 
Injuries to the Body are forbid; ſuch as Duels, an 
unlawful War, all Ways of procuring Abortion, E> 
Revenge, Maiming, Stripes, Wounds, perſuading to ha 
Drunkenneſs, or to any 'Thing which tends to the Ou 
ſhortening of Life, ſetting Perſons at Variance, ſtir. th. 
ring them up to Anger and Revenge, all Hurt to th 
the Body and Life of another, depriving him of Bl 


his Liberty; Murder, which we are likewiſe guilty # De 
of when we command or counſel it to be done, or 7 
conſent to it, when we conceal it, or if we are in ma 


Authoity do not puniſh it. Pod 
All contemptuous ſlighting, reviling, and re- in 
Proachful Language is — forbid, Matt. v. 22. 
And ſo are all Contentions and Quarrels, Threat- 
ning, ill Wiſhes or Curſes, and in general what- 
ſoever may prejudice the Safety of our Neigh- | 
bour, or tempt us to ſee him periſh, when it is fl 
in our Power to reſcue and relieve him. Un- 
mercifulneſs even towards Brute Creatures, and 
cruel tormenting of them, not to ſatisfy our Oc- 
caſions and Neceſſities, but our own unreaſon- 
able Paſſions, may be reduceable as a Sin againſt M 
this Commandment, for all Acts of Cruelty are prof 
ſo. We ſhould be careſul not vainly, or ſuper- 1 itt 
fluouſly, or unneceſſarily, or prodigally to take nd 
away the Life of the Creatures; nor ſhould we Pers 
uſe their Labour exceſſively, immoderately, or un- 7 f 
ſeaſonably, nor deny them their convenient For 
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0 e mould abhor thoſe Sports that confiſt in 
al- torturing the Creatures: And if either noxious - 
ſure Creatures are to be deſtroyed, or Creatures for Food 
elp- to be taken, we ſhould do it in that Manner that 


may be with the leaſt Torture to the Creatures: 


in- 

ou - nor ſhould. we. deſtroy thoſe. Creatures for Recrea- 
hen tion Sake, that either were not hurtful when _ 
Dis- Ki lived, or are not profitable when they are killed; 


ever remembring that though Go D has given us 2- 
aal Dominion over the Creatures, yet it is under a Law 
tric © of Juſtice and Moderation. 
p in Every killing of a Man is not Murder, for 
there are ſeveral Caſes, wherein though one kill 
uels, another, yet he is no Murderer. — As, (1.) In the 
. Execution of Juſtice, Magiſtrates and ſuch- who - 
g to have a lawful Power and Authority may and 
the ought to put capital Offenders to Death; and if 
ſtir- they do not, Gop will charge it upon them as 
rt to their Sin. Gen. ix. 6. Whoſoever ſheddeth Man's 
1 of © Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed. And again, 
uilty ö Deut. xix. 21. Thine Eye ſhall not pity, but 


ick - 


>, or Life ſhall go for Life. And our Saviour's Com- 
re in mand not to reſiſt Evil, Mat. v. 39. only for- 
: bids private Revenge, and not public, . If we have. 
| re- in any Thing ſuffered Wrong, we ought to bring 
22. Il our Cauſes and Complaints to the Magiſtrate, 
reat- r into his Hands hath Gop put the Sword of 
vhat- Juſtice, Rom. xiii. 4. Revenge is ſo ſacred a Thing, 
eigh- Wat none ought to intermeddle with it, but thoſe 
it is Whom Gop has appointed, for he has ſolemnly 
Un- Mſcribed it to himſelf, Hes. x. 30. Vengeance be- 
and MWngeth to Me, and I will recompenſe, ſaith the 
, Oc- Ford. And he hath conſtituted the Magiſtrate as 
aſon- Wis Deputy in this Work and Office, and there- 
gainſt Wore he only ought to revenge by: Puniſhment 
y are Proportionable to the Nature of the Crimes com- 
uper- ; itted, So that to ſpeak properly it is only Gop 
take nd not Man, that ſheds the Blood of wicked 
d wel ferſons; for the Magiſtrate receives his Com- 
r un- ifſion from God, and doth it as his Miniſter and 


Food * vant. 
\ (2.) 
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2.) In a juſt and lawful War againſt another Na- 
tion, undertaken either for neceſſary Defence againſt 
an unjuſt Invaſion, or for Recovery of what is un- 
juſtly taken away, or for puniſhing ſome great In- 
jury and Wrong. For where the Cauſe is juſt, the 
Manner in which we proſecute it warrantable, the 
Authority which engages us in it being rightly con- 
ſtituted over us, we may, when it is very neceſ- 
ſary, lawfully take up Arms, and in a public War, 
right ourſelves upon an injurious Enemy: For 
what Law is to Perſons of the fame Nation, that 
War is to Perſons of a different Nation, We read 
that among the Penitents that came to John the 
Bapti/? for Inſtruction, when Soldiers alſo came he onl. 
did not bid them lay down their Arms, or their ſon. 
Commiſſions, but gives them Directions, how they fucl 
ſhould demean themſelves in their Calling ; which Fro 
he would not have done, if he had thought their it ! 
Calling itſelf unlawful. Neither did our Saviour; 
when he ſo highly commended the Centurion for 
his Faith, rebuke him for his Profeſſion, but ex- 
tols him for taking the Ground and Argument of 
his Faith from his military Calling, La. vii. 8. and 
Jo. xviii, 36. When Chri/t was examined concern- Fi 
ing his Kingdom; he anſwers, My Kingdom is“ 
not of this World, if my Kingdom were of this | 
World, then would my Servants fight, that I ſhould is 1 
not be delivered to the Jews. Which clearly im- De. 
plies, that though Wars and Fightings were not Wr 
proper Means to advance the ſpiritual Nature of | 
the Kingdom of Chri/, yet it the Methods of 
his Humiliation had permitted him to aſſume the r 
Royal Sceptre, his Followers and Servants might He 
lawfully have fought to defend his Claim and 
Title. ; 

(3.) In the neceſſary Defence of a Man's Per- 
ſon, when he is ſuddenly aſſaulted by thoſe who 
attempt to take _ bis Life, and hath no other 
Means left him to ſecure it. In this Caſe, there 
being no Poſſibility of having Recourſe to a Ma- 
giſtrate for Protectien, every Man is a Magiſtrate, 

. 10 
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& himſelf; but it is not enough the Danger be im- 
pending, but it muſt be inſtant and preſent, and 
» Way of Eſcape viſible, ſo that a Man's Life 
in all Probality loſt if he does not ſtand upon: 
s own Defence; for in Dangers that are only 
reatned and approaching, we ought to truſt Pro- 
dence, and to uſe our beſt Diligence to work our 
cape from them. Yea, we find, Exod. xxil. 2. 
hat Gop allows the killing of a Thief, if he 
reaks into a Man's Houſe by Night; but not ſo, 
he attempted it by Day. And poſſibly the Rea- 
n of this Law might be, becauſe when any comes 
n another in the Night, it might be preſumed: 
that he takes the Advantage of the Darkneſs not 
only to ſteal his Goods, but to miſchief} his Per- 
"fon. And therefore Gop allows it as lawful. to kill 
' fuach an One, as a Part of neceſſary Defence. 
From which I think we may ſafely conclude, that. 
it is lawful alſo to kill thoſe who attempt on. 
gur Goods, when we have Reaſon to fear they 
May likewiſe deſign on our Perſons. 

” (4) In accidental Blood-ſhedding, when there is 
d Intention or Purpoſe of doing it, as when in 
'} ewing of Wood, the Ax ſhould flip, and by chance 
we muſt look to it, that we be employed about 


Il a Man, Deut. xix. 5.. And the like. But here 
lawful Things; otherwiſe if we be doing that which 


LJ 


. 
5 


is unjuſtifiable, which accidentally proves to be the 


Death of another, this cannot be excuſed from 
Murder. There ought alſo to be a due Care taken 
d avoid any Miſchief that may happen upon doing 
W a lawful Action, by giving Notice to thoſe who - 
me in the Way of Danger, and forbearing to - 
o it whilſt they are there. But in all Caſes where 
e Death of another is intended, let it be upon 
ver: ſuch violent and ſudden a Paſſion, though 
ere were no propenſed Malice born them before, 
1 Conſcience and in the Sight of Gop wilful + 
urder. 5 


Dutios- 
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Duties required. 1. In Reſpect of the A 
fections. 6 
(1.) We are to have a ſincere Kindneſs for 24 
Men, to with all Good to others in Reſpect d 
their Souls and Bodies; to be earneſtly deſirous tha 
all Men may arrive to that Holineſs here, which 
may make them capable of eternal Happineſs here. 
after: And in regard to their Bodies, we are 9 
have the ſame Tenderneſs for them as for our own, me 
and whatſoever we apprehend as grievous to our: 
ſelves, we muſt be unwilling ſhould befal another 
This Love will ſecure the Mind not only from E 
vy, Malice, Cenſoriouſneſs, and raſh judging, whic e © 
have been already mentioned; but alſo from Priaſ erte 
and Haughtineſs, Diſſembling, and this is the Lo? f 
we are commanded to have, ſuch as is without Di'*om 


fimalation, Rom. xii. 9. and from all MercenarineY 1 
and Self-ſeeking. This Charity mult be extende{®% tl 
to our greateſt Enemies, and if it be ſincere, wi! I 

es 


produce in us; (2.) Meekneſs, that is a Pa: 
tience and Gentleneſs towards all, in ſpice of all Pro- 
vocation to the contrary. (3.) Compaſſion*$ 
towards all the Miſeries of others, and Joy in the 
Proſperity. | A 
2. In Reſpect of the Actions.— This Charity mufen 
be expreſſed in Actions. (t.) By / Humaniq ere 
and Courteſy of Behaviour towards all, There # 

ſo much Reſpect due to the very Nature of Mar 
kind, that no accidental Advantage of Wealth ce 
Honour which. one Man hath. above another, cal | 
acquit him from. that Debt to.it even in the perto go 
ſon of the Meaneſt.— (2.) By endeavouring th er 
Comfort and Refreſhment of others, to give then "WP * 
all true Cauſe of Joy and Chearfulneſs, eſpecially® ] 
when, we ſee any. under. Sadneſs or Heavineſs, then 
to labour by all chriſtian Means to chear their 
troubled Spirits. (3.) By an hearty Zeal to 
fave the eternal Life of Souls. We ſhould pro. Wh, 
pound to ourſelves in all our Converſe with 0% 
thers, that one great Deſign of doing Good to thet e 
Souls, Thaſe who have ſuch Abilities and Oppor 
tunitd 
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ities as may make it likely to do Good, ſhould 
We them for inſtructing the Ignorant, reprehending 
bd admoniſhing the Sinner, coufirming and en- 
Suraging the Weak. Every ſpiritual Want of an- 
Sher ſhould give us eccaſion of exerciſing ſome 
harity. Or if by Reaſon of our Meannets, Un- 
quaintedneſs, or -other Circumſtances, we ſhall 
don. ſober judging think it vain to attempt any 
hing ourſslves, we ſhould endeavour to find out 
me other Inſtrument, by whom it may be ſuc- 
ſsfully done. And if after a our Endcavours, 
Wc Obſtinacy of Men do not ufer themielves to 
ap any Fruit from them, yet we {toula continue 
exhort by good Example, anc ccaſs not to im- 
Priel ortune Gop for them that he will draw them to 
LoyWnſelf.—(4.) By a like hearty Zeal to procure, 
. DilÞromote, and preſerve their temporal Health, Safe- 
rinel , Liberty, Happineſs and Lives; that they may 
de; the better able to ſerve and love Gop. We 

not only to compaſſionate their Pains and Mi- 
es, but alſo to do what we can for their Eaſe 
Relief, We are to feed the Hungry, cloath 
Naked, harbour the Stranger, viſit the Sick and 
yriſoned, and endeavour the Enlargement of the 
r in Caſes where it is prudent. We are to 
tend the Lives of others, in all theſe Inſtances 
Werein Self-defence is lawful, to relieve the Op- 
Frefſed, and in general to lay hold of all Oc- 
ns of doing good Offices to the Bodies of our 
hbours. We may ſometimes find a wounded 
2 with the Samaritan, and then it is our, Duty 
to do as he did; or we may find an innocent 
fon condemned to Death, as Sy/annah was, and 
are with Daniel, te uſe all poſible Means for 
Deliverance. 


VII. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, 


altery properly taken, is a Sin, committed 
een Perſons ; the one, or both of them, mar- 
4 ried 
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tied unto another. It is a moſt heinous Sin, b 
on the married Perſon's Side moſt inexcuſable and ii 
tolerable, Gen. xxxix. 9. It is called a great Wicke 
neſs againſt Gov, even on the unmarried Perſonſſ 
Part. And Levit. xx. 10. Deut. xxii. 22. I 
temporal Puniſhment aſſigned to it, is no lefs tha 
Death; the ſame Puniſhment that belonged . 
Murder, and greater than was inflicted for Theft 
And though ſuch Perſons may eſcape the Judy 
ment of Men, either through the Secrecy of the 
Wickedneſs, or the too gentle Cenſures of thy 
Law; yet they ſhall not eſcape the righteous Jucy 
ment of Gon, nor thoſe everlaſting Puniſhme 
that he hath prepared for them in Hell, Heb. xiu. 8 
Whoremongers and Adulterers Gop will judge. 
There are two Things, that make Adultery ſo : op 
ceeding heinous, —The Luxury and Incontinency I the 
it, in letting looſe the Reins to a brutiſh Cord of 
piſcence, and yielding up the Body to Pollution aF: 
the Soul to Damnation. The Injuftice of 

being a Deceit of the higheſt and moſt injurio»- 
Nature; for it is a Vislation of a moſt ſolen 
Vow and Covenant, and ſo adds Perjury to U. 
faithfulneſs; and it is the Source and Cauſe ( 
a ſpurious Birth, bringing in a ſtrange Blood i 
the Inheritance of lawful. Children, whereby t 
Unfaithfulneſs becomes Theft, as well as Þ: 
jury.— 

But though Adultery be alone mentioned in 
Command; yet according to the general R. 
laid down in the Beginning, all other Kinds 
Uncleanneſs are forbid under the Name of t 
one groſs Crime. For the Law of Gop is 
fect, and as all Manner of Chaſtity both in « 


Thoughts, Words, and Actions, is there. enjoir » * 
us; ſo likewiſe whatſoever is in the leaſt cc | 
trary, and prejudicial to a ſpotleſs Chaſtity, 2 


2 inviolate Modeſty, is hereby forbid. And the 
ore, 


2. This Command forbids Fornication; whit! 
properly is the Sin of Uncleanneſs committed 
| tuch 

F 


' 
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een two ſingle Perſons. And though it hath not 
me Aggravations that belong to the other, yet 
T t is an abominable Sin in the Sight of Goo, 1 Cor. 
. Fi. 9. Neither Fornicators, nor Idolators, nor Adul- 
d CC ſhall ever inherit the Kingdom of Goo. 
= n and in Rev. xiv. 8. xxii. 15. You may ſee, that 
'ornicators are ſtrung up with the vileſt, and moſt 


9 ry: nfamous Sinners, ———The Apoſtle reckons up 
1 nis as one of the Works of the Fleſh, GJ. v. 
i 9. and exhorts us to a careful Mortification of 


t, Col. I. i. 5. 

3. This Command forbids all voluntary Pollu- 
ions of either Sex; all immoderate Uſe of the 
Marriage-bed, and all unſeaſonable Uſe of it; for 


toc there are Seaſons, when Gov and Nature ſeperate 
9 PF the Man and Wife, in this Reſpect; and in any 


of theſe Times, it is forbid the Huſband to con- 
'Yerſe with his Wife. As you may fee, Lev. xv 19. 
Immodeſt Behaviour between Huſband and W 74 


2 Juch as incites themſelves, by mutual Alliances for 
ſo U leaſure's Sake, and awaking the ſieeping Paſſions 
A | hich Nature had laid to reſt, is another Abuſe 


f Marriage Licenſe, and, forbid in this Com- 
and. | | 

4. Here likewiſe are forbid all unnatural Lufts, 
and inceſtuous Mixtures, or Uncleanneſs between 
thoſe, who are related to each other within the De- 


Lin rees of Kindred ſpecified s Lev. xviii. Whether 
_ RS the Kindred be by Affinity, or Conſanguinity. And 
nds e nearer any Perſons are ſo related to us, the 
of t greater is the Abomination if we approach unto 
s fl hem; whether it be with Pretence of Marriage, 


| hich in this Caſe is null and void, or without 
nor any ſuch Pretence. 

ſt ce . Polygamy is forbid. And though Gop ſeemed 
y, © Wo connive at this Sin in the holy Men of old; 


che et was it unlawful from the Beginning, even then, 
hen the Neceſſity of increaſing the World might 
u em to plead for it. And therefore the Prophet 
ted! MaHlachi, nl. 15; refers us to the primitive Inſti- 
wy | F Aution 
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tution of Marriage to ſhew the Obliquity of this 
Practice. And the Apoſtle hath commanded, 1. Cor, F 
Vii. 2. Let every Man have his own Wife, and“ 
every Woman her own Huſband. | | 

6. All theſe Things that may be Incentives to 
Luſt, and add Fewel to this Fire, are likewiſe for- 
bid in this Command; all Impurities of the Eyes, 
of Contact, of leud and obſcene Speech; all im- 
modeſt Spectacles, wanton Actions, impure Com- 
pany, Songs, Books, and Pictures; all laſcivious 7 
Dreſſes, Dances, and Plays; all Idleneſs, and BJ 
luxurious Diet, and what oever elſe may kindle, F? 
either in ourſelves or others, any unchaſte Aﬀec- |” 
tions. | . 

7. Becauſe the Law 1s Spiritual, therefore it not thi 
only forbids the groſs outward Acts of Filthineſs, M. 
bat the inward Uncleannefs of Heart; all luſtful oy 
Contemplations and Ideas, and evil Concupiſcen- à 
ecs. For it is not enough to refrain unchaſte De- js x 
ſires from breaking forth into Act; but we mult alſo 
refrain our Hearts, from entertaining any ſuch De- 
fares, Mat. v. 27, 28. 


VIII. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 


This Command requires Honeſiy and Upright. An. 
neſs in our Dealings. A Virtue immediately: 
founded upon that firſt practical Principle, Mat vi. 


12* Whatſoever ye would tat Men ſhould do un- 
to you, do ye even ſo to them. Both Gop and * 
Nature have ſet up this Standard in our Conſciences: | | 
And uſually there needs no other Judge of our Acti- Þ 85 
ons towards others than by comparing them with d 
| what in the like Caſes we would think juſt to be done i 
towards ourſelves. It may be we are all partial to N 


ourſelves; and whilſt we look only that Way, we 
may poſſibly ſeek all Advantages, though to ano- b 
ther's Detriment. But both Reaſon and Religion 


. „ 2 Ou 
teach us to put ourſelves in their Stead, and then to ou 
manage all our Tranſactions with them, as we our the 

ſel ve 
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+ ſelves would judge juſt and reaſonable were their 
Condition ours: And therefore when you deal with 


id F another, you ſhould firſt be both Parties to thyſelf. 
as for Inſtance, a Servant ſhould conſider with 
to F himſelf what Reſpect he would require were he in 
r- the ſame Circumſtances with his Maſter. Children 
es, ſhould conſider what Duty and Obedience they 
m- would expect were they Parents of Children: Sub- 
m- jects, what Honour and Submiſſion they might de- 
ous mand were they Magiſtrates; and ſo in any other 
ind Relation. And when they have thus ſeriouſly pon- 
Ile, dered it in their own Thoughts, let them perform 
ec-} the ſame Duties to others: For it is a never-failing 


Rule for the Direction of our Practice, that what 
not} thou judgeſt due to. thyſelf, wert thou in anotker 
eſs, Man's Condition, is certainly as due to him in his 
ful” own; and if thou acteſt not accordingly, thou betrayeſt 
den- great deal of Selfiſhneſs and ſinful Partiality. This 
De- is a Rule applicable to all Affairs; and there is ſcarce - 
alia any one Occurrence of a Man's Life, but he may re- 
gulate himſelf in it according to this Direction: And 
ndeed there is ſcarce need of any other. Whatſo- 
ever thou haſt to tranſact with thy Brother, though 
"; omen you may ſpy Advantages upon him, and 

uch, as if thou ſhould'ſt take poſſibly he might never 
know, or be able to redreſs ; yet take thy Conſcience 


w_ © afide, and ſeriouſly aſk whether thou could'ſt be content 
4 vil be ſo dealt with thyſelf; and if not, whatſoever the 


en emptation be, or how much ſoever thou mighteſt 
and Tui by hearkning to it, reject it with Scorn, as that 
es: hich would induce thee to violate the firſt Princi- 
Adti- Þ le of eommon Honeſty. Therefore let me once again 

gecommend it to you, (for indeed I cannot preſs it 


Ne Po often, ) that you would frequently ſet this Golden 
Garg Lule before your Eyes, to do nothing to any other 
uu * Ferſon, which, were you in his Capacity, you 


Fould think unjuſt to be done to yourſelves, and 


no- 
„ hatſoever you would expect from others as 


igion Fan f 
— to Four Due, were you in their Place, and they in 
l our. ours, to perform the very ſame to them: For 

Ro dtherwils you cannot but condemn. yourſelves in 


your 


( 64 ) 
your Actions, whilſt you do that which upon thi 
Suppoſition you cannot but be convinced is unjuſt” 
and withhold that which you know to be due, and 
which yourſelves would expect ſhould be yielded you 
by others. This is a Dictate of Nature and right 
Reaſon ; this is the Sum of the Law and the Pro- 
phets; and all thoſe various Precepts which are 
given us in the Scriptures for the Conduct of our 
Lives are but as ſo many Lines that meet all in 
this Centre; and if we apply it to each particulaſ® 
Command of the Second Table we ſhall find the 
all founded upon this, and to be interpreted by i} 2 


We are required to honour Superiors, to abſtain fron} * M 
Murder, from Adultery, from Theft, from fall gy 
Accuſations, from coveting what rightfully belong hi. 
to another; and all this according to the ſame Mea} all 
ſures that we would have others to perform theft pa 


Duties to us. So that Self, which is now the grea | 
Tempter to Wrong others, were it governed —_— 

to this univerſal Maxim, would be the greatel 
Defender of ather Mens Rights. The moſt viſible Zan 
Violation of this Natural Law is by the Sin of Theft the 
forbidden in this Commandment. hac 


he hath formerly poſſeſs'd. and 
All Theft preſuppoſeth a Right: For where no 4 
thing doth of Right pertain to me, nothing can be 4 
unjuſtly taken or detained from me. and 
Now here, Firſt, Certain it is that Gop is the he! 
great Lord and Proprietor both of Heaven and 
Earth, and of all Things in them, Pſal. xxiv. 1. 
The Earth is the Lord's, and the Fulneſs thereof. 
And Pſa]. 1. 10. Every Beaſt of the Forreſt is mine, 
and the Cattle upon a thouſand Hills. By him, and We 
of him, are all Things; and for his Will and Plea 
ſure they are and were Created. 4 


(65) 
2:6. This great and abſolute Lord hath granted to 
Man a large Charter of the World; and when he 
had taken an exad Inventory of thoſe Goods, 
with which he had furniſhed this great Houſe, the - 
Univerſe, then he ſet Man to live in it as his Tenant, 
and freely gave him the Uſe of, and Dominion 
over, all the Works of his Hands, Gen. i. 28. Re- 


mare Wpleniſh the Earth, and ſubdue it, and have Do- 
f our Mminion over all the Fiſh of the Sea, and over 
Il in the Fowls of the Air, and over every Thing that 
culaÞF? moveth upon the Earth. So the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. cxv. 
then 16. The Heavens, even tie Heavens, are the Lord's, 
by if but the Earth hath he given to the Children of 
fron} Men. A large and regal Gift, whereby he hath made 
fal over all {ublunary Things to Men, reſerving to 
— himſelf the Sovereignty and Supream Lordſhip of 
ea 


all, and requiting only from Man the Homage and 
theft Payment of Obedience. Yet, 
grez 3. This large Charter gave no particular Pro- 
8 priety to any; neither if Man had continued in his 
— and innocent Eſtate would tliere have been 
any Need of Meum or Tuum, or any Partition of 
theſe Earthly Poſſeſſions, but the common Bleſſings 
had been enjoyed in common; and all Things which 
ſelve Covetouſneſs. and Corruption now ravine after would 
Thi” have been as promiſcuouſly enjoyed and uſed as 
our the common Light and Air, and each particular Man's 
wh? Share in thoſe Bleſſings would have been ſufficient . 
and ſatisfactory. But, 
4. Sin entring into the World, their Deſires - 
in be grew immoderate after theſe Earthly Enjoyments, 
and their. Attempts to attain them injurious to o- 


is th! chers; ſo that it became neceſſary to preſcribe Bounds | 
and o them, and to divide among them what before 
V. I. Ry in common among all; that each Man knowing 


. Wis aſſigned Portion, might reſt ſatisfied with it, and 
e reſtrained from the unjuſt Invaſion of another's 


1 and I ight. And, 

Plea Laſtly, This could no otherwiſe be effected but 
Human Laws, by mutual Compact and Agree- 
. | F 3 ment 
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( 66 ) | 
ment, declaring what ſhould be accounted every | 
Man's Right: So that it is Law which is the great“ 
Determiner of Propriety; and there is nothing! 
Mine or Thine farther than this aſſigns it to us: 
Indeed Equity muſt ſometimes interpote to moderate 
tie Letter of the Law; for in fome Cafes ſhould 
we rigorouſly proſecute our Right, and inſiſt upon 
every Punctilio that we may call our Due ; this, 
although it would not be unjuſt, yet it-would be 
juſtice turned into Gall and Wormwood ; it would F* 
be a Breach and Violation of the Law of Chriſt, and! 1 
of Charity, which requires us rather to part with! 
our own, in ſmall Matters, than to be vexatious or 
contentious 1n recovering or defending it. 

Thus you fee how all Right and Property firſt tc 
came into the World: A general Right by the Do-! C 
nation of God, a particular Right by the SanQionÞ pi 
of Laws, allotting to each Man his Portion, which} fe 
to Invade or Uturp is Injuſtice or Theft. 865 

Whence it follows, That where there is no So- P 
ciety . in Occupation of any Part of the Earth th? » U 


Right accrues to the firſt Poſſeſfor ; and where V 
Things are found which appertain to none, they 8 
fall to the firſt Seizer ; for there can be no © W 
Theft committed where there is no precedent & C 
Title. If any therefore ſhould providentially be cat fe 
into ſome Uninhabited Part of the World, that ge] n 
neral Charter that Goo hath given unto Mankind, 1 
of poſſeſſing the Earth empowers them to ſeize it fe 


as theirs; and they may lawſully make Uſe of the t: 
Bleſſings of it in common, till by mutual Conſent 
they divide to each their Portion : but after ſuch a 
Partition made, to uſe the ſame Liberty, is no longer 
lawful, but Theft and Robbery. 

Thus you ſee what Theft is; and that this Law of 
Gon, prohibiting us to ſteal what is anothers, dot! 
preſoppoſe a Law of Man, which makes Property, 
_ cauſeth Things to become either ours or ano- 
ther's 
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Now, there are many Kinds of Theft: 
1. The higheſt, is that which is committed agamft* 


eat 


ing] Gon by Sacriledge. Now Sacriledge is an alie- 
15 : nating from Gop whatioever he has appropriated to 
ate himſelf, or is dedicated to his Honour and Service. 


uld 5 Indeed, the alienating of what hath been given to 


don ſuperſtitious or idolatrous Uſes cannot be juſtly branded 
his, with this Black Mark of Sacriledge ; for it was not 
be & Tſo much g. ven to Gon as to Iynoranee and Superſti- 
ul4 tion: And therefore our Anceftors have done well 
and] in diſſolving thoſe Neſts and Cages of unclean Birds 
ith that were ſo numerous and burthenſome in theſe 


; orf Kingdoms; but withal, in my Judgment, would have 
done much better if they had converted their Revenues - 
Art to ſome Publick Uſe, either for the Benefit of the 
Do- Church, or Common-wealth, rather than to their own 
tion private Gain, Eut where any Thing is indeed Con- 
nich] ſecrated to Gov, and ſet apart for his Worſhip and 
Service, it is no leſs than Sacriledge, to alienate any 
Sg- Part of this to Secular Uſes, or to detain it from that 
the > Uſe. And of this God himſelf grievouſly complains, - 
> Mal. iii 8, 9. Will a Man rob God? As if it where a 
© Sin ſo heinous that it is hardly to be ſuppoſed any Man 
would be guilty of it: What! Not to allow that 
God his Share among them, who had liberally af- 
* forded them all Things to enjoy! Yet ye have robbed: 
me. But ye ſay, Wherein have we robbed thee ? 
In Tithes and Offerings. Ye arecurted witha Curſe, | 
for ye have robbed me, even this whole Nation. Cer- 
tainly thoſe Things which are appointed for the 
ſent Worſhip and Service of God, whether, they be ori- 
cha Finally by Divine Right or not, yet they cannot be 
nger Þ alienated nor detained without involving the Perſons, 
or the Nation, that doth thus, in a moſt direful 
aw of Curſe : For this is no other than a robbing God 
dotn of his Right. And how far theſe Nations may be 
erty, concerned in this Sin, and how deeply ſunk under 
ano- this Curſe, I leave to the Conſideration of thoſe who 
have no other Intereſts to ſway their Judgments, but 
chat of Picty and Honeſty, 


2, Theft 
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2. Theft is committed againſt Men by an unjuft 


ſeizing or detaining what of Right belongs to them; 
and this may be done either by Fraud or Force: 


And therefore our Saviour in reciting the Command- 
ments mentions them both, Mark x. 19. Do not 
ſteal, defraud. not. This is a Sin that God hath 
threatned with many ſevere Curſes. 

One Kind of Theft is Oppreſſion, and unreaſon- 
able Exaction; and this eſpecially is the Sin of 
Superiors towards their Inferiors, taking Advan- 
tage either of: their Weakneſs, or their Neceſlity, 
to impoſe unequal Conditions upon them, and ſuch 


as they connot bear without their Detriment, or | 


Ruin, contrary to that Law which God gave his 


People, Levit. xxv. 14. If thou ſell ought unto thy | 


Neighbour, or buyeſt ought at thy Neighbour's 
Hands, ye ſhall not oppreis one another. Thus 
thoſe who ſef> their Lands to others at too 
hard a Rate, ſo that the Laborious Tenant can- 
not ſubſiſt by his Induſtry ; thoſe that let out Mo- 


ney at a biting Intereſt, . or rigidly exact it from 


inſufficient Perſons; great Ones who fright the 
meaner into diſadvantageous Bargains, . and force 
them through Fear to part with what they enjoy 
at an under Price ; theſe, and other like, though 
they may not be condemned by Human Laws, 
which give too much permiſſion to Men to make 
the utmoſt Advantage of their own, yet they are 


guilty by the Law of Gop; and their Sin is no leſs |, 
than Oppreſſion; which is a Sin hateful both to Gop 
and Man. The Prophet Mich. iii. 2. 3. calls it a 


plucking off their Skin from them, and their Fleſh 


from off their Bones, and chopping them in Pieces, 
as for the Pot, and as Fleſh for the Cauldron, All 


Unmercifulneſs, and hard Dealings with others, is à 
kind of Theft; for the Law of Nature, and much 
more the Law of Charity, binds thee ſo to deal with 
others that they may have no. Cauſe to complain of 
thee to Gop, and in the Bitterneſs of their Spirit to 
imprecate his Wrath and Vengeance upon thee. - 


Another 
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Another Kind of Theft is detaining from another 
oc: | | what is his Due, either by Equity or Compact: And 


> how many are there whoſe Luxury is maintained upon 


de intruſted Goods of others, whilſt the poor Credi- 


tor hath no other Satisfaction but good Words, and 
> ſcarce any Thing to live upon but his own Tears and 
Sighs. And how many withhold the Hire of the 


” Labourer, who when he hath wearied out himſelf 
in their Service, is denied that ſmall Reward which 


he requires for his neceſſary Refreſhment? Yea, not 
only denying it, but even deferring it beyond the Time, 
is a Kind of Theft and Oppreſſion, Deut. xxiv. 14. 
Thou ſhalt not oppreſs an hired Servant that is Poor 
and Needy ; at his Day thou ſhalt give him his Hire, 
neither ſhall the Sun go down upon it: For he 1s 
Poor, and ſetteth his Heart upon it; left he cry 
againſt thee unto the Lord, and it be Sin unto thee. 
Yea, in all our Bargains and Agreements, tho? they 
be never ſo much to thine own Prejudice, thou art 
Bound to ftand to them, unleſs the other will vo- 
luntarily releaſe thee from the Obligation. For 
this is one of the Characters given of a Godly 
* Perſon, Pſal. xv. 4. He that ſweareth, and cove- 
nanteth to his own Hurt, and changeth not, but 
upon Demand is ready and willing to fulfil his 
Agreement: How much more heinous and abo- 
minable is it, when they have already received the 
full Value of their Compact, unjuſtly to withhold 
what they have agreed to give ; which 1s no 
better than to take their Labour or their Goods 
from them by Violence and Robbery ; yea, and 
in one Reſpect worſe, in as much as it adds Falſhood 
to Stealth. | 

Another Kind of Theft is in Buying and Sel- 
ling ; and this is a very large and voluminous 
Deceit: For the Subtilty of Man hath found oat 
ſo many Artifices to defraud one another, that to 
recount them is almoſt as hard as to eſcape them. 


Here come in the falſe Weights, and the falſe. 


| Meaſures, which are an Abomination to the Lord, 
| Prov. xi. 1. Falſe and Counterfeited W ares, over- 
com 


(70) | 


eommending or undervaluing of Goods for Ad-! 
vantage, and many other unjuſt Contrivances, which | 
Mens Conſciences can better ſuggeſt to them than 
any Diſcourſe. The Apoſtle hath ſufficiently cau- 
tioned and threatned ſuch Men, 1 Theſ. iv. 6. Let 
no Man go beyond or defrand his Brother in any 
Matter, becauſe that the Lord 1s the Avenger cf 
® fuch. Believe it, there is a Nay coming when 
the falſe Weights ſhall be themſelves weighed, and 
the ſcanty Meaſur:s meaſured by a Standard that is 
infallibly true. Poſſibly thou may'ſt deal ſo cun- 
ingly that thoſe whom thou over-reacheſt can have! 
no Advantage againſt thee, nor right themſelves 
by Law: But remember that the great Judge wil! 
avenge them upon thee at the Laſt Day. Then 
all Accounts ſhall be ballanced, and ſo much found 
reſting due, which thou ſhall certainly pay ; though 
not to thoſe whom thou haſt wronged, yet to the 
Juſtice of Gop, who is the Great and Univerſal 
Creditor. 

There are many other Kinds of Thefts, as Pro- 
digality in waſting what ſhould fatisfe the juſt 
Demands of others, taking of Wages and Reward for 
what we do not endeavour conſcientiouſly to perform, 
ſelling that which we have no Right to diſpoſè of, or 
Things which ought not to be ſold, taking Bribes for 
Juſtice, or Rewards for Injuſtice. But I ſhall not par- 
ticularly inſiſt upon theſe, and many others that might 
be mentioned. 

And thus we have ſeen what the Negative Part) 
of this Precept is. | 

But becauſe every Negative implies in it a Po- 
fitive, let us ſee what is the Duty required from 
us ; and that is twofold. 

1. That every one of us ſhould have ſome 
Calling. | | 

2. That all of us {ſhould be contented in that n 
Condition of Life wherein the Divine Providence 
bath ſet us. 

Thou ſhalt not ſteal : Therefore every Man ought | 
to have a. Calling whereon. he may ray I 
[2] - 


2 


| (72-7) 
\d. ſubſiſt, and by his Labour and Induſtry provide at 
ich | leaſt Neceſſaries for himſelf and Family: For he 
ian | that provideth not for his Family, hath denied 
au- the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel : Some 
Let there are who live without! any Callling at all; 
ny ſuch are like idle Drones, that conſume the La- 
cf bours of others, lazy Vagabonds, to whom the grgat- 
1en eſt Charity would be Correction; who only ſerve 
nd to devour miſplaced Arms, and defraud tle truly 
t is Poor of their Relief: Yea, if I ſhould rank with 
un-] theſe a Company of ſuperfluous, debauch'd Gen- 
ave | tlemen, I think I ſhould do them no great Injury; 
ves | ſuch I mean who are neither ſerviceable to God 
vill nor their. Country, who have nothing of true Worth. 
nen] and Gentility in them, but are the molt unprofitable 
and F Members in the Common-wealth, and gocd for no- 
gh thing but to kill and deſtroy one another. 1 know 
the | there is no Neceſſity for Manual Labour to thoſe 
ſal Whom Gop hath liberally endowed with earthly 
Bleflings ; but yet they may habe a Calling, and 
within their own Sphere, may find Employment 


juſt nough to take up their Time and Thoughts; 
for Fand ſuch as may make them the moſt beneficial 
rm, Men on Earth, and truly honoured and loved by 
, or others: For by their Authority, their Example, the 


Ampleneſs of their Revenues, and the Dependence 
that others have upon them, they may be as in- 
fluential to promote Goodneſs and Virtue, as too 
commonly they are to promote Vice and Villany 
But yet witha!, if they ſhould condeſcend to ſome 
ated Vocation, it would be no Diſparagement to 
Po- their Gentility ; for ceriainly Adam was as much 


rom. | Gentleman, and had as large Demeſnes, as any 
df them, and yet Go thought fit to place him in 
me den, that he might dreſs and keep the Garden. 


But as ſome have no Employment ; ſo others have 
that n unlawful Employment : Such whofe only Work 
nce Wet 15 to inſtruct Vice, and excite Men to it. And 

ow many ſuch are there who live by encouraging 
ght Ihe Wickedneſs of others, and continually make 
bly fe of all the Allurements that might entice to Evil, 
ſub⸗ | | | and 
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and recommend Debauchery, firſt to the Fancy, and ill 
then to the Will and Affections. | 

Others have indeed an honeſt and a lawful |, 
Calling, but they are negligent and ſlothful in it. 
Now Sloth tendeth to Poverty, Prov. vi. 10. 
Yet a little=Sleep, a little Slumber, a little folding 
of the Hands to Sleep, ſo ſhall thy Poverty come 
as one that travelleth ; drawing nearer and nearer 
to thee by ſoft and filent Degrees; and thy Want 
as an armed Man; who, though his Pace be flow, 
by reaſon of the Weight of his Armour, yet his Aſ- 
ſaults are more irreſiſtible and deſtructive. And 
Poverty tempts to Theft, Prov. xxx. 9. Leſt I am 
Poor, and Steal; and therefore this Command which 
forbids Theft, muſt by Conſequence enjoin Labour 
and Induſtry in thoſe Lawful Callings wherein the 
Divine Providence hath ſet us; according to that 
of the Apoftle, Eph. iv. 28. Let him that ſtole 
ſteal no more; but rather let him labour, work- 
ing with his Hands the Thing that is Good, that 
he may have to give to him that needeth ; and 
ſo by his Induſtry of a Thief become a Bene- 
factor and an Almſgiver. 

2. It requires us to be contented with that Por- 
tion of earthly Comforts which our Heavenly Father 
allots us, Heb. xi. 5. Be content with thoſe Things 
ve have. And certainly he that is not content with 
what Gop allows him, lies under a grievous Temp- 
tation by unjult Courſes to carve out his own Con- 
dition, and to invade the Properties of others: let us 
therefore check this repining "Temper betimes, and 
not think that we have too little, and others too 
much ; but whatſoever Gop affords us, let us account- 
at ſuficient Provyſion, and a Child's Portion; and 
although it be but Food and Raiment, neither the 
moſt delicate, nor the moiſt ſumptuous, yet having 
Food and Raiment, let us therewith be content, a» 
the Apoſtle exhorts us, i Tim. vi. 8. Let us look 
upon all other Things as ſuperfluous, or indifferent, 
and not murmur, although we ſhould never obtain 
them; for whatſoever is needful to thy e 6h 4 

| o 
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Poo's Providence and Bleſſing upon thy Induftry 
in furniſh thee with it; and what is not needful to 
his is not worth thy Envy and DS | : 
And ſo much for the Expoſition of this Com- 
Pandment. Ar | 0 | 
I ſhall only ſubjoin a Word or 'Two to thoſe who 
re Conſcious to themſelves that they have wronged 
ners of what was their Due, and either withheld, 
r taken from, what by Law and Equity belonged 
them: Let ſuch know that they are bound to make 
hem; a perfect Satisfaction, by making an entire 
Reſtitution, if the Thing they have ſtolen be ftill 
tant, and in their Hand ; or if not, then by mak- 
ho a full and ſatisfactory Compenſation. Vea, be 
te Thing great or ſmall, more or leſs, though it 
mould ſeemingly tend to the Loſs af thy Credit, by 
acknowledging ſuch a Wrong, or viſibly tend ta thy 
Ampoveriſhing or undoing to reſtore it, yet .no:with- 
:Randing thou art bound to reſtore every. Farthing of 
What thou haſt wronged and defrauded thy Brother. 
or is it enough to confeſs the Sin before Gov, 
d to beg Pardon at his Hands, but thou tc utt 
Blcewife render to Man what is his Due, and 
hat thou unjuſtly keepeſt from him; Whether it 
e his by thy Promiſe, or by his own former 
oſſeſſion, as ever thou hopeſt to obtain Fardon 
for thy Sin from the Mercy of Go; yea, and 
thou art bound likewiſe to the very utmoſt of 
thy Power to make him Recompence for all the 
Damage which he hath in the mean time ſuſtained 
by thy unjuſt withholding his Right from him, or 
elſe thou ſhalt never obtain Pardon; and the 
Keaſon is, becauſe as long as you detain what is 
Mother's, ſo long you continue in the Commuſſion 
the ſame Sin; for unjuſt Poſſeſiion is a continued 
heft : And certainly Repentance can never be 
ue while we continue in the Sin of which we 
em to repent; and thy Repentance not being true, 
S=:don ſhall never be granted thee, | 
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CIS,» | 
But you will fay, What if thoſe whom we hay 
wronged be ſince dead? How can Reſtitution 
made unto them? | 55 
I anſwer, in this Caſe thou art bouud to make 

to their Children, or their near Relations; 
whom it is to be ſuppoſed what thou haſt Wrong 
Fully detained would have deſcended ; or if non 
of theſe can be found, nor any to whom of Rig 
it may belong, then Gop's Right takes Place, 3 
he is the Great Lord and Proprietor of all Thing; 
And thou oughteſt, beſides what thou art oblige , 
to give of thine own, and beſtow it on the Wot ' 
of Charity and Piety : Yet withall, thou haſt gra 
Reaſon to bewail that thou haſt ſo Tong deferred i 
Reſtitution of it to the right Owner till now tif Me 
haſt made thyſelf uncapable of doing it. 
This poſſibly may ſeem an hard Leffon ; :| 
doubtleſs it is ſo in a World to full of Rapine af 
Injuſtice ; but yet as hard as it is this is the Rule 
Chriſtianity, this is the inflexible Law of Juſtice " 
and without this you live and die without all Ho; | 
of obtaining Pardon by continuing in your Sins in "Ex 
penitently. | f 


| . Int 
IX. Thou ſnalt not bear falſe Witneſs agai Ni 
thy Neighbour. tre 

WI 

The former Commandment provided for the © Fe 


curity of every Man's Property, this provides for! V 
Preſervation of his good Name, and it forbids, 4d 


in 
1. The Sin of Lying. ſu 
2. Detraction and 3 | uf 
3. Soothing, Flattery. . 


1. This Command prohibits Lying ; a Sin 4 01 
comprehends under it all other Violations of 6 
Precept: For Slander and Flattery are both of the 
Lies, different only in Circumſtance. 5 

T ſhall firſt ſnew you what a Lie is: And then 
Heinouineſs and Aggravation of this common Sin. 


1 (75) 
* . A Lie, according to St. Auin's Definition of 


, is a voluntary ſpeaking of an Untruth, with an 
Intent to deceive. And therefore in a- Lie there 
e Huſt be theſe Three Ingredients, 
1. There mult be the ſpeaking of an Untruth. 
2. It muſt be known to us to be Untruth. And 
3. It muſt be witha Will and Intent to deceive him 
> whom we ſpeak it. And therefore, 

i. Parables, and Figurative Speeches, are no 
Lies: For neither as to the Drift and Scope of them 


vp Are they Falſhoods; nor yet are they ſpoken with 
er en Intent to deceive, but rather to inſtruct, the 
2 | Hearers. 


2. Every Falſhood is not a Lie; for many times 
Men ſpeak that which is not true, which yet they 
believe to be true, and ſo are rather deceived than 
Deceivers: and perhaps are far from any Intention 
ole! Of impoſing upon the Credulity of others: 
aſtic. „3. A Man may act congrary to what he before 
* faid, if the Circumſtances of the Thing be altered, 
without being guilty of Lying. We have frequent 
Examples of this in the Scripture. Thus, Gen. 19. 
2. the Angels tell Lot, That they would not come 
into his Houſe, but would abide in the Street all 
Might; yet upon his Importunity and earneſt In- 
treaties they went in with him. And thus St. Peter, 
with ſome Heat, refuſed that Chriſt ſhould waſh his 
> Feet, John xiii. 8. thou ſhalt never waſh my Feet; but 
When he was inſtructed in the Significancy of this Con- 
deicention of our Saviour, not only permits, but 
intreats him to do it. So likewiſe in all Things of 
ſuch a Nature we may lawfully change our Words 
upon the Change of our Minds; and upon the Induce- 
ment of ſome Circamſtances that were not known or 
conſidered by us, we may, without the mputation 
Jof Lying, do otherwiſe than we before declared. 
And thus you ſee whata Lie is, and what is not a 
Lie: The Sum of all I ſhal! contract into this De- 
W ſcription of it. A Lic is a Falſhoood, ether real, 
or ſuppoled ſo by us, ſpoken purpoſely, and with 
an Intention to deccive another. And therefore 
| Ne- 
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neither Falfhoods, nor Figurative Speeches, r, 
the 'Change of our Mind upon the Changing off” 
Circumſtances, can be chatgeable with that 'foulſ 


and ſcandalous Sin of Lying. 


Kinds : 
The ocular; officious, and pernicious Lie. 


1. There is a jocular Lie; a Lie framed to excit- 


Mirth and Laughter, and deceive the Hearer, on!y 


to pleaſe and divert him. This, though it may 3 
ſcem very harmleſs, yet Truth is ſuch an awful 
Thing, that it ought not to be contradicted; no, net? 


in Jet: Aud Gop reckons it up as a Sin againſt the 
Iſraelites, Hoſea vii. 3. that they made the King and 
Princes glad, or merry, with their Lies. 

2. There is an officious Lie, which is told for 
another's Advantage, and ſeems to make Compen- 
fation for its Falſhood by its Uſe and Profit : But ye: 
neither can this excuſe it from being a Sin; for ſince 


a Lie is Evil in itſelf, let the Advantage that ac- 


crues by it be never ſo great, we ought not to ſhelter 
either ourſelves or others under that rotten Refuge 

That Rated Maxim holds univerſally true in all Caſes, 
« We onght not to do Evil that Good may come 
thereof.“ And therefore, altho' thine own Life, or thy 
Neighbour's, depends upon it; yea, put the Caſe it 
were not only to ſave his Life, but to ſave his Soul, 
could'ſt thou by this Means moſt eminently advance 
the Glory of Gop, or the general Good of the 


Church, yet thou oughteſt not to tell the leaſt Lie to 


promote theſe great and bleſſed Ends. 


3. There is a pernicious Lie, a Lie deviſed on 


Purpoſe for the Hurt of my Neighbour, which is 
the worſt and the moſt heinous Sort of all. It ſhews an 
Heart full of Malice, when tliis Paſſion works out ar 


the Mouth in flanderous Reports and falſe Accuſa- 


tions. All Lies are in themſelves finful, but this the 
vileit and moſt abominable of all. 

There remains Two other Violatlons of this 
Commandment ; the one by Slander and Detrac- 


tion, the other by Flattery. I ſhall firſt ſpeak of 


Now Lies are uſually ditingoiſt'd into three 
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not myſelf be guilty of it by that Cenſure. 
> deed Slander and Detraction ſeem ſomewhat to differ: 
For Slander properly is a falſe Imputation of Vice; 


Way, and according to his Knowledge.” 


(77) 
that common Sin of Slander and Detraction, a 
Sin that is triumphant in our Age, and if 1 


ſhould likewiſe ſay in this Place, I think I ſhould 
In- 


but Detraction is a cauſleſs, diminiſhing Report of 
Virtue. The one traduceth us to be what we are 
not, the other leſſens what we really are ; and 


both are highly injurious to our good Name and 
wu Þ | 


Keputation. 
When a Man's Life and Actions are ſo blame- 


* Jeſs that even Malice itſelf is aſham'd to vend its 


Venom by baſe Slanders, leſt it ſhould appear to 
be Malice, and the Reproach light upon the Repor- 
ters, then it betakes itſelf to thoſe lictle Arts of 
nibbling at the Edges of a Man's Credit, and clip- 
Fing away the Borders of his good Name. Thus 
when any are fo juſt as to give others their due 
- Commendation, either for Learning, or Wiſdom, or 
Piety, or any other Perfection, either of Grace or 


of Naiure, you ſhall have thoſe who lie in wait to 
cut off other Mens Eſteem, and if they ſee it ſo 
ſtrongly fortified by the Conſpicuoufneſs of it, and 
the general Vote of the World, that they dare not 


attack the Whole, then they lurkingly aſſault Part of 
it; and what they cannot altogether deny they will 
endeavour to diminiſh: *'T'is true, ſuch a Man is, 
as you ſay, Learned and Knowing; but withal ſo 
Knowing as to know that too. He is Wile, but 
his Wiſdom 1s rather Politick than Generous ; and 
his Deſigns are byaſs'd with Self-ends. He is Cha- 
ritable, Lut his Charity ſeems too indiſcreet ; or if 


vou did not proclaim his good Works, he himſelf would. 


He is Pious and Devout indeed, poor Man, after his 
Thus by 
theſe blind Hints they eadeavour either to find, or 
to make a Flaw 1n another Man's Repute. 

Now Slandering may be either in judicial Proceſs, 
or in common and ordinary Converſe, 
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rt. In judicial Proceſs, and then it is truly and 
properly Falſe Witneſſing: When thou riſeſt up a- | n. 
gainſt thy Brother in Judgment, and atteſteſt that Þ tl 
which thou knoweſt to be falſe, or which thou art“ 
not infallibly aſſured to be true; and this Sin is the | te 
more heinous and dreadful upon the Account of WW 
aggravating Circumſtances that attend it. 25 
(1.) Since uſually all Actions in Law and judg- 
ment concerning either the Perſon or the Eftate of 
thy Brother, by a falſe Witneſs thou not only wrong- 
eſt him in his Name and Reputation, but in one 
of theſe, and ſo art not only a Slanderer, but a Thief 
or Murderer, Prov. xi. 9. An Hypocrite with his 
Mouth deiiroyeth his Neighbour. And by fo much 
the more odious is thy Crime in that thou perverteit 
the Law, wich was intended to be a Fence to every 
Man's Property, and turnelt it againſt itſelf, making 
it the Inſtrument of Injaftice and Cruelty. 
„(.) Since uſually all judicial Proceedings exact 
from the Witneſſes a tremendous Oath, ſolemnly 
taken by the Name of the great Gop of Heaven, to 


give in a falſe Teſtimony is not only to be guilty of 4 
Slander, but of Perjury too: Yea, and let me add 4 
one Thing more to make it a moſt accumulate Wick - T 
edneſs ; ſuch a falſe Teſtimony is not only Slander # © 
and Perjury, but it is Blaſphemy too: For what elle 0 
is it but to bring the moſt holy Gop, who is eternal]! m 


Truth, to confirm a Falſhood, and a Lie? What can a 
be an higher Affront to his moſt ſacred Majeſty than 1. 
this? Fora ſworn Witneſs is therefore accepted, becauſe N 
he brings God to be a Witneſs; and wilt not thou . 

P 


Lang 


tremble, O Wretch, to cite Gop to appear a Wit- 
neſs to that which a thouſand Witneſles within thee 


(I mean thy own Conſcience) do all depoſe to be 
falſe, and ſo to transfer thy Injuſtice, and Rapine, 2 
and bloody Murder upon him, and ſhelter them all 1 
es the Shadow of his Veracity and Faithful- ö 
neſs ? 4 


{ 
* 
2. There f. 
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2. There is a Slandering of others in our ordi- 
nary Converſe. And this is done two: Ways, ei- 
ther, 
.) Openly and avowedly, in their Preſence, and 
to their Faces; and that is alſo twofold. 
Either by reviling and railing Speeches. And thus 
Shine bark'd at David, 2 Sam. xvi. 7. Come out 
© thou bloody Man, and thou Man of Belial. And I 
- wiſh that our Streets and Houſes did not, to their 
great Diſgrace, eccho with ſuch Clamours: where- 
ſoever it be found it is a Diſparagement to human 
Nature, a Sin againſt civil Society, and argues 
Men guilty of much Folly and Brutiſhneſs ; and I 
am ſure is a Tranfgreſſion of that expreſs Com- 
mand of the Apoftle, Eph. iv. 31, 32. Let all Bit- 
terneſs and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and 
Evil-ſpeaking, be put away from you, with all Ma- 
lice; and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as Gop for Chriſt's Saks 
hath forgiven you. 

There is another Way of open avowed Slander, 
and that is by bitter Taunts, and ſarcaſtic Scoffs: 
and this is uſually an applauded Sin among the more 
refined Sort of Men, who take a Pride in expoſing 

others, and making them ridiculous, thinking their 
own Wit never looks ſo beautiful as when it is dyed. 


nal in others Bluſhes. But this is a moſt fcurrilous 
-an | and offentive Way, wherein certainly he hath the 
an F moſt Advantage; not who hath moſt Wit, but leaſt 
uſe F Modeſty. Theſe Kind of Tauntings are ſometimes 
ou | ſuch as the Apoſtle calls Cruel Mockions. and rec- 
it- kons them up as one Part of thoſe Perſecutions the 
ice | _ Primitive Chrittians endured, Heb. xi. 36. 

be | : (2.) There is a more ſecret Conveyance of Slander, 


ne, and that is by Backbiting, Whiſpering, and carry- 
all ing up and down of Tales, like thoſe buſy Tongues, 
ul- Jer. xx. 10. that would fain find, or make them- 
EZ ſelves ſome Euployment, ſaying, Report, and we 

will report; and fo a falſe and flanderous Rumour 

Tre hall, like the River N, ſpread over the whole 
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Land, and yet the Head of it be never known; i: 4 


ſhall paſs on to the indelible Blot and Infamy of thy 
Neighbour, and the firſt Author of it lie hid and 
concealed in the Croud. Againſt this Sort of Men 
$:/o170n in his Book of Proverss is very ſevere; and 
there is no one Wickedneſs which that excellent 
Compendium of Wiſdom and Morality doth more 
inveigh againſt than this of Whiſpering, Prov. xviii. 


8. The Words of a Tale-bearer are as Wounds, } : 


they go down into- tne inmoſt Parts of the Belly; 


| Intimating that the Wound ſuch a Tongue makes is 


deep, but yet hid and ſecret, and theretore the more 
incurable. And Prov. xvi. 28. A Whiſperer ſepa- 
rates chief Friends. He is, as it were, the Devil's 
Interpreter between them both, and goes to one, and 
buzzeth in his Ear what ſuch an one ſaid of him, altho' 
perhaps it be altogether falſe, and when he hath by 
this Means got ſome angry Speeches from him, goes 
and reports them back to the other, and ſo by his 
wicked Breath blows up the Coals of Strife and Diſſen- 
tion between them. And therefore the Wiſe Man tells 


us, Prov. xxvi, 20. Where no Wood is the Fire goeth 


out; ſo where there is no Tale-bearer the Strife 
ceafeth. The Apoitle cautions the Corinthians a- 
gainſt this Sin, 2 Cor. xii. 20. L fear, left when 
I come I ſhall not find you ſuch as I would, leſt 


there be among you Debates, Envying, Strifes, 


Backbitings, Wiſperings, Tumults ; and he reckons 
it up among the Black Catalogue of thoſe Crimes, 
for the which Gop gave up the Heathen to a Re- 
probate Mind, to do Things which are not con- 
venient, being filled with all Unrighteouſneſs, full. 
of Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malignity, Whiſ- 
perers, Backbiters, Deſpightful, Inventers of Evil 


Things, Rom. i. 29, 30. Now one of the chief 


Artifices of this Sort of Men 1s to calumniate ftre- 
nuouſly, according to that old Maxim of the Devil, 


Slander ſtoutly, and ſomewhat will flick ; for though. 


the Wound may poſſibly be healed, yet the Scar 
will remain and be a Blemiſh to a Man's Reputa- 
on as long as he lives. 

There 
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There is another Kind of Detraction, and that 15 
when. a Man divulgeth thoſe Imperfections and Vaults» 
which are truly in his Neighbour without being 
called or neceſſitated to do it: For ſometimes Truth 
itſelf is Detraction when it is ſpoken with an evil 
Deſign, to the Prejudice of another. Indeed if 
thou be duly called to witneſs in Judgment, or 
if the Crime be ſuch as ought not to eſcape un- 
puniſhed, or if he remain contumacious after more 
private Admonition, in which Caſe our. Saviour 
commands us to tell the Church; or, la{tly, when 
it is for the Safety and Security of another, who 
might elſe be wronged, ſhould we conceal from him 
the Miſchiefs which others intend him, in theſe Caſes 
it is both lawful and expedient to make known the 
Faults of thy Brother. But then be ſure that thou do 
it not with any ſecret Delight, but with that true Sor- 
row of Heart, that may evince to all the World, 
that nothing but Conſcience, and a Senſe of thy 
Duty, intorced thee to publiſh his Shame, which 
thou ſhouldeſt be willing to hide at the Price of 


any Thing but Sin, and thine. own Shame. But 
alas, it is ftrange to confider how we delight in 
other Mens Sin, and are ſecretly glad when their 
Miſcarriages give us an, Occaſion to diſgrace them. 


How many. are big with fuch Stuff, and go in Pain 
till they have diſburdened themſelves into the Ears 
of others! And ſome are ſuch ill Diſſemblers of their 
Joy, that they do it with open Scorn and Irri— 
ſion. Others are more artificially malicious, and 
with a deep Sigh, and a downcaſt Look, and a 
whining Voice, and an affected Slowneſs, *vhiſper 


to one; Alas, did you not hear of ſuch a Mit- 
carrige by ſuch an one? And then whiſper the tame 


Thing to another, and a third; and when they 


have made it as publick as they can, hypocritically 
deſire every one to keep it Secret, for that they 
E would be loth their Neighbour ſhould come to any 
Diſgrace and Trouble about it. Believe it, Sirs, 


this, though the Matter you report ba never ſo true, 
ts mere Detraction, hecauſe it is done to · no good 
| End 
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End. And therefore we find that Docg, though he 
told nothing but the Truth, 1 Sam. xxii, 9. 10. yet 
he is by David challenged as a Liar and Slanderer, 
Pſal. Iii. 

I ſhall finiſh this Subject with giving you, 

1. Some brief Rules Which through the Grace 
of Gop may be ſerviceable to keep you from this 
common Sin. And then, 

2. Shew you how you ought to demean your- 
ſelves under the Laſh of ſlanderous Tongues. 

t. If thou wouldeſt keep thyſelf from being 
a Slanderer of others, addict not thyſelf violently 
to any one Party or Perſwaſion of Men. For 
Part-taking will beget Prejudice, and Prejudice 
is the Jaundies of the Soul which repreſents other 
Men and their Actions in the Colour our own Dif- 
eaſe puts upon them. And indeed we have all 
generally ſuch a good Conceit of ourſelves, that 
it is very hard to have a good Eſteem for o- 
thers who are not of our 1 and of our 
Way. And this makes us Hrſt very willing to hear 
ſome Evil of them. For becauſe we think that 
what we do is Good, we cannot cordially think them 
Good who do not judge and att as we do; and fo 


our Minds are prepared to entertain Reports againſt 


them from others, and then to ſpread them abroad 
ourſelves, And I cannot but impute to this the great 
Uncharitableneſs of our Days, wherein Love and 
Brotherly-kindneſs lie murthered under the Violence of 
different Perſwaſions, and different Modes, and divers 
Ways of worſhipping one and the ſame Gop. Hence 
all thoſe lying Rumours and lying Wonders that one 
Party invents to beat down the other: Both ſufler 
from each others envenomed Tongves ; and between 
both Truth ſuffers, and Charity periſheth. For 
Shame, O Chriſtians! Is this the Way to promote 
Goo's Cauſe, or Chriſt's Kingdom? Doth he, or it, 
ſtand in Need of your Lies? Will you ſpeak wick- 
edly for Gov, and talk deccitfully for him ? Shall 
his Honour be maintain'd by the Devil's Inventions ? 
I call not fpeak partially: but dc he 'F 
ault |: 
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Fault lies there let thisCenſure fall, that it is à ſt 


Preſumption of a weak and bad Cauſe when the Re- 
fuge and Support of it are Lies. 


2. If thou wouldeſt not be guilty of Slander, bo 


not buſy in other Mens Affairs; keep thine Eyes 
within Doors, and thy Thoughts at Home ; enquire 
not what others ſay, nor what others do, but look 
to thine own Affaire, and guide them with Diſcre- 
tion : Thou hat Work enough at Home, within 
thine own Heart, and in thine own Houſe; and 
if thou art careful to manage that well, thou wilt 


Tcarce have either Time or Inclination to receive 


ordivulge bad Reports of others: Be frequent in 
reflecting upon thine own Miſcarriages, or thy 
— to fall into the ſame or greater Faults; 
when thou heareſt or knoweſt of any Sin com- 
mitted by another, look backwards upon thine 
own Life. Canſt thou find no Blots in thy Copy? 
Is the whole Courſe of thy Life fair written upon 
thy Conſcience ? If not, how canit thou with any 
Modeſty upbraid thy Brother with his Miſcarriages, 
when thou thyſelf haſt been guilty of the like or 
greater. Methinks our Shame for our own Sing 
ſhould be a Covering to our Brother's; and when we 
ourſelves are guilty, we ſhould not be fo fooliſh as 
to reproach ourſelves by reproaching him; other- 
wile, to eclipſe and darken his good Name, is 
but as when the Moon eclipſeth the Sun, her own 
Darkneſs and Obfcurity is made the more remark- 


able by it. 


Or if Gop by his reſtraining Grace hath kept thee 


from thoſe Wickedneſſes into which he hath tuffer'd 
-Others to fall, look inward, view and ſearch thine 
own Heart, thy corrupted Nature, and there thou 


ſhalt find thoſe, yea, and far greater Abominations 
than thoſe, like Beds of twiſted Serpents, knotting 
and crawling within thee. Say with thyfelf, How 
can I reproach him, who hath but copied forth 
mine own Nature? How can I expoſe his Infamy 
who hath but done what I have much ado to keep 


myſelf from doing? Poſſibly the ſage Temptation 
2 might 
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might have prevailed over me too, had God let k 
looſe upon me; I owe my Preſervation not to any 
Difference that was between us, but only to the free 
Grace of Gop ; by this it is that I ſtand, and ſhall 
I reproach him for falling, who ſhould alſo myſelf 
have fallen were I not ſtrongly upheld by another? 
Thus, I ſay, by reflecting on ourſelves we ſhall be 
with-held from being injurious in our Cenſures, and 
in our Reports, of others we ſhall hardly divulge 
the real Miſcarriages, much leſs accuſe them with 
falſe ones. | re 9115 

4. If you would not be guilty of Slander, liſten 
mot to thoſe who are Slanderers and Detracters: lend 
not your Ears to thoſe who go about with Tales and 
Whiſpers, whoſe idle Buſineſs it is to tell News of 
this Man and another. For if theſe Kind of Flies 
can blow in your Ears, the Worms will certainly 
creep out at your Mouths ; for all Diſcourſe is kept 
up by Exchange; and if he bring thee one Story, 
thou wilt think it Incivility not to repay him with 
another for it: And ſo they chat over the whole 
Neighbourhood, accuſe this Man, and condemn an- 


other, and ſuſpect a third, and ſpeak Evil of all. 


I wiſh that the moſt of our Converſe were not taken 
up this Way, in recounting Stories of what paſſed 
between ſuch and ſuch, when all is to no other End 
but to bring an evil Report upon them. Now if 
any ſuch Backbiters haunt thee, who make it their 
Trade to run up and down with Tales and News, 
give them no Countenance, liſten not to their De- 
tractions, but rather ſharply rebuke them, and this 
will either drive the Slander from them, or the Slan- 
derer from thee : Prov. xxv. 23. The North Wind 
driveth away Rain, ſo doth an angry Countenance, 
a backbiting Tongue. * 
5. Be not eaſy to entertain evil Surmiſes againſt 
others. For if thou begin to ſuſpect Evil, the next 
Thing is to conclude it, and the next to report it. 
This Suſpicion is a ſtrange Shadow that every Ac- 
tion of another will caſt upon our Minds; eſpecially 
if we be beforehand a little diſaffefted towards them. 
Thus 
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Thus very Dreams increaſed Suſpicions againſt F-- 


feph in his Brethren: And if once a Man be out of 


Eſteem with us, let him then do what he will, be it 


. never ſo virtuous, Suſpicion will ſtill be the Interpre- 


ter. And where Suſpicion is the Interpreter of Men's 
Actions, Slander and Detraction will be the Com- 


ment upon them. Indeed Suſpicion is always too 
haſty in concluding; and many times our Jealou- 


fies and Diſtruſts upon very ſmall Occaions prompt 


us to conclude that what we have thus {urmized 1s 


certainly come to paſs; and ſo we report that con- 


fidently for Truth which we never ſaw ac.ed, but 
only in our own Fancies. 

Theſe are the Rules to keep you from being guil- 
ty of Slander againſt others. 

If any are guilty of raiſing an ill Report againſt you, 
obſerve theſe following Directions, how you ought to 
demean yourſelves in this Caſe. 

1. If the Reproach they caſt upon thee be true 
and deſerved, though they perhaps have ſinned in 


- diſcloſing it to the World, yet make this Uſe of it, 


go thou and diſcloſe it in thy moſt humble Con- 


feſſions to Gop ; yea, and if thou art called thercto, 


give Glory to Gop by confeſiing it before Men. Men 


= poſlibly may upbraid thee with it, but by this Courſe 
” God will forgive thee without upbraiding thee. 


2. If thou art falſly charzed with that which 
never was in thine Heart, yet improve this Provi- 
dence to ſtir thee up to pray the more fervently that 
Gop would for ever k ep thee from falling into that 
Sin with which others flander thee ; ſo ſhall all their 


Reproaches be thrown merely into the Air, aud fall 
at laſt heavy upon their own Heads. 


3. If any unjultly flander thee, revenge not thy 


+ ſelf upon them by ſlandering mem again: I muſt 


confeſs this is a very hard Leſſon, and requiies al- 
moſt an Angelical Perfection to perform it well. We 
read in the Epiſtle of St. 7, that when Michael 
and the Devil contended about the Body of het, 
It is ſaid that the holy Angel durſt not bring a rail- 
ang Accuſation againſt _ wicked Spirit, but only 
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ſaid, the Lord rebuke thee. And ſo when Men of 
deviliſh Spirits ſpew out their Slanders, and broach 
all the malicious Accuſations that their Father, the 
great Accuſer, hath ever ſuggeſted unto them, re- 
turn not Slander for Slander, for ſo the Devil would 
teach thee to be a Devil; but with all Quietneſs and 
Meekneſs deſire of Gop to rebuke their Lies and 
Calumnies, and by all.prudent Means vindicate thy- 
ſe!f, clear up thine Integrity, and make it appear 
that though the Archers have ſhot at thee, and 
ſorely grieved thee with their Arrows, even bitter 
Words, yet ſtill thy Bow remaineth in its Strength. 
What ſaith the Apoſtle? 1 Pet. iii. 9. Render not 
Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing. And indeed 
whoſaever doth fo, ſeeks only to heal a Wound in his 
Name, by making a much deeper one in his Conſcience. 

IV. When thou art falſly aſperſed, appeal to the 
All-knowing Go: retire into the Peace and Re- 
fuge of thine own Conſcience, and there ſhalt thou 
find enough for their Confutation, and thy Comfort. 
Know that a good Name is in the Power of every 
flanderous Tongue to blaſt; but they cannot corrupt 
thy Conſcience to vote with them, Poflibly it is 
only thy Grace that offends them; if fo, glory in 
it, for the Reproaches of wicked Men are the bet 
Teſtimonials that can be given of a Chriſtian. In 
a ſtrict and holy Converſation there is that Contra- 
diction to the profane World, as at once both con- 
vinceth and vexeth them, reproves and provokes 
them. And if thou doſt thus reproach them by thy 
Life, wonder not if they again reproach thee by 
their Slanders. Be not ſolicitous how they. eſteem 
of thee: It is miſerable to live upon the Reports 
aud Opinions of others; let us not reckon what they 


fay, but what Reports our own Conſciences make ; , 


and if a Storm of Obloquy, do at any Time patter 
upon thee, how iweet is it to retire inwa;ds to the 
calm Innocency of our own Hearts ? There are a 
thouſand Witneſſes will tell us we have not deſerved 
them. How comfortable is it to remit our Cauſe 
o God, and to leave our Vindication to * 

or 


d - 1 aa 0 


n 


(87) 


for whoſe Cauſe we ſuffer Reproach? They may 


poſſibly perſuade others to believe their Calumnies, 
but Gop, who ſearcheth the Heart, knows that 
we are injur'd ; and he is haſtening on a Day 
wherein he will clear up our Righteouineſs, and then 
the Teſtimony of a good Conicience ſhall put Ten 
Thouſand Slanders to ſtlence. 

The third Sin againſt this Commandment is 
Flattery which is quite an oppoſite Extream to the 
other, 


Now this is either Self-flattery, or the Flattering, 


* | of others. 


1. There is a Self-flattery.. And indeed every Man 
is (as Plutarch well obſerved it) his own greateit 
Flatterer; and however empty and defective we may 
be, yet we are all apt to love ourſelves, perhaps with- 
out a Rival, and to be puft up with a vain Conceit of 
our own Perfections, to applaud and commend our- 
ſelves in our own Thoughts, and to think that we ex- 


cel all others in what we have; and what we have 
not, we deſpiſe as nothing worth. From this abun- 
+ dance of a vain Heart break out Boaſtings contenu 
ing others, a preſumptuous intruding ourſe};es into 
thoſe Employments which we are no Way able to 
manage. Learn therefore, O Chriſtian, to take 
the juſt Meaſure of thy ſelf. Rather let it be 


too ſcanty than too large; for this u ill make thee 


proud, and arrogant, and undertaking; and by 


exerciſing thyſelf in Things too high for thee thou 
wilt but ſpoil whatſoever thou raſhly ventureit upon. 


If thou art at any time called or neceifitated to ſpeak 
of thyſelf, let it rather be leſs than the Truth than 


more: For the Tongue is of itſelf very apt te be lavich 
When it hath ſo pleaſing a Theme as a Man's own 
Praiſe. Take the Advice of Solomon, Prov. xxvii. 


E. Let another Man praiſe thee, and not thine own 


1 
* 


outh ; a Stranger, and not thine own Lips, 

2. There is a Flattering of others; and that 
ither by extolling of their Virtues; or what is 
vorſe, by a wicked Commendation even of their 
ices. This is a Sin odious to Gov, who hath threat- 

ned 
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red to cut off all flattering Lips. Pſa. xii. 3. But eſpe 
cially it is moſt deteſtable in Miniſters, whofe very 
Office ĩt is to reprove Men for their Sins: If they ſhall 
daub with untempered Morter, and ſew Pillows un- 
der Men's Elbows, crying Peace Peace, when there 
is no Peace, only that they may lull them aſleep in 
their Security, they do but betray their Souls, and 
the Blood of them Go will certainly require at 
their Hands, 


X. Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's Houſe, 
thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's Wite, nor 
his Man-ſervant, nor his Maid- ſervant, nor his Ox, 
nor his Aſs, nor any T king that is thy Neighbours. 


We are at laſt arrived to the tenth and laſt Pre- 
cept of the Moral Law. The Sin here prohibited 
15 Concupiſcence, or an unlawſal luſting after what 
is another Man's. For ſince Gop had in the other 
Comandment forbidden the Ads of Sin againſt our 
Neighbour, he weil knew that the beſt Means to 
Keep them from committing Sin in A& would be 
to keep them from deſiring it in Heart; and there- 
tore he who is a Spirit impoſeth a Law upon our 
Spirits, and forbids us to covet what before he had 
forbidden us to perpetrate, It is true, that other Pre- 
cepts arc Spiritual likewiſe, and their Authority reach- 
eth to the Mind, and che moſt ſecret Thoughts of the 
Heart. For our Saviour, Matth. v. accuſeth him of 
Adultery that doth bus luſt after a Woman, and 
him of Murder that is but angry with his Bro- 
ther. And it is a moſt certain Rule, that what 
ſoever Precept prohibits the outward AR of any 
Sin, prohibits likewiſe the inward Propenſion and 
Defires of the Soul towards it. But becauſe theſe 
are not plainly and literally expreſs'd in the for- 
mer Commands, therefore the infinite Wiſdom of 
Gop thought fit to add this laſt Command, Mhere— 
in he doth expreſly arraign and condemn the very 
firſt Motions of our Hearts towards any ſinful Object. 
And whereas before he had commanded us not to 
Kill, not to Steal, not to commit Adultery, not 
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to Slander ; now, in the laſt Place, for the greater 
Security, he commands us not ſo much as to har- 
bour in our Hearts any Deſire towards theſe. So 
that this Tenth Commandment is the Bond that 
ſtrengthens and confirms the Second Table, For 
becauſe all our outward Actions take their firſt Riſe 
from our inward Motions and Concupiſcence, there 
is no ſuch Way to provide ior our Innocency as to 
lay a Reſtraint upon theſe. 

Evil Concupiſcence or Deſire is the Firſt- born of Ori- 
ginal Sin, the firft Expreſſion of that Corruption which 
math ſeined on us, and on all the wretched Poſterity of 
Adam. For in original Sin (beſides the Guilt which re- 
fults from the Impuration of the Primitive Tranſgreſ- 
fion to us, there 1s likewiſe an univerſal Depravation 
ad. our Natures, conſiſting in Two Things. 

In a Loſs of thoſe Spiritual Perfections where- 
3 5 Man was endowed in his Creation. And this 
is the Gefacing of the Image of Gop, which was 
ſtamp'd upon our Nature in Knowledge, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and true holineſs: And as a "Conſeque:.t 
vv this, 

In a violent Propenfion and Inclination to what 


Say is really Evil, and contrary to the Holy Will 


and Commands of Gos. And this is the Image 
of tae Devil, into which Man by Eis voluntary Apo- 
taſie hath trans!or.ned himiclf, Now this Juclina- 
tion to what is Evil is properly the Concupilcence 
forbidden in this Commandment. For the Soul of 
Man being an active and buly Creature, mult ſtill 
be N forth itſelf in Actions ſuitable to its 
Nature. Put before the Fall Man enjoyed Super- 
natural Grace, though in à natural Way, Which 
inabled him to point every Motion of his Soul to 
Wards e : But forfeiting this Grace by the Fall, 
all his Actions now, inftead of aſpiring to Gov; 
pitch only upon the Creature. And this becomes 
Sin unto us, not meerly becauſe we defire Created 
Good, (for that is lawful,) but becauſe we defire 
it in an inoidinate Manner; that is, without deſiring 
Gos. And thus the Soul not being able without 
It 3 Grace 
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Grace, and the Image of Gov, to raiſe its Operations 
to God, pitcheth upon what it can, viz. low, ſinful 
Objects, to the Neglect and Slighting of Gov, and 
the great Concerns of Heaven. And this is in the 
general that inordinate Diſpoſition of the Soul 
which is here called Coveting or Concupiſcence. 

1 here are Four Degrees of this. 

There is the firlt Shadow of an Evil Thought, 
the” imperfect Embrio of a Sin before it is ſhaped 
n us; and theſe the Scripture calls the Imaginati- 
Ons of the n 25 of Mens Hearts, Gen. C. 5. 
Gon ſaw that every Imagination of the J houghts 
of Man's Heart was only Evil continually : That is, 
the very firſt figment and fiuſning of our Thoughts 
15 evil and corrupt: Indeed ſome of theſe are in- 
jected by the Devil. Many times he aſſaults even 
God's Cuildren with horrid and black Temptations, 
and importunatel) caſts into their Minds ſtrange 
Thoughts of queſtioning the very Being of Gop, the 
Truth of the Scriptures, the Immortality of the 
Soul, future Rewards and Puniſhments, and {ſuch other 

biaſphemons, hideous and unſhapen Monſters, a- 
gain tne very Fundamentals of Religion, tor the 
Truth of which they would will: ngly facrifice their 
very Lives as a Teſtimony to them. Theſe indeed are 
not their Sins, although they are their great Trou- 
bles and Afflictions; for they come only from a 
Principle without them, and they are meerly Paſſive 
and Sufferers by them, ſo long as they are warchful 
to abhor and reſiſt hein, aud to caſt theſe fiery Darts 
of the Devil back again in his Face. But there are 
other firſt Motions arifſing in our Hearts towards 
thoſe Sins, which are more pleaſant to our ſenſual 
Inclinations: Theſe, as ſoou as ever they begin to 
ſtir in our Breaſts, ar. truly Sins, and do in their 
Meaſure pollute and «elle the Soul, For the Soul 
of Man is Ike a clear Mirrour, upon which if you 
only breathe you fully it, and leave a dimneſs upon 
it; ſo truly the very firſt Breathings of an evil Thought 
and Deſire in our Souls fully their Beauty, and dim 
their Luſtre, and render the Image of Gop leſs con- 
ſpicaous in them than it was before. 


1 


2. A farther Degree of this Concupiſcence is, 
when theſe Evil Motions are entertained in the 
Mind with ſome Meaſure of Delight. When 4 
ſingle Object offers itſelf there is a kind of inward 
pleaſing, that affects it with Delight, and begets 
a kind of Sympathy between them; that as in na- 
tural Sympathies, a Man is taken and delighted 
with an ObjeC: before he knows the Reaſon why he is 
ſo; ſo likewiſe in this ſinful Sympathy that is between 
a carnal Heart and a ſenſual Object, the Heart is ta- 
ken and delighted with it before it hath had J'ime 
to conſider what there is in it that ſhould ſo move 
and affect it. At the very firſt Sight of a Perſon we 
many times conceive ſome more particular Re- 
{ſpect for him than for a whole Croud of others; 
ſo upon the very firſt Glimple of a ſinful Thought, 
there is ſomething in it that commands a particular 
Regard, that unlocks our very Souis before we 
have Leiſure to examine why. | 

3. Hereupon follows Aſſent and Approbation of 
the Sin in the Judgment ; blinded, and forcibly 
carried away by the Violence of corrupt Affections. 
The Underſtanding is tie great Trier of every deli— 
berate Action, ſo that nothing paſſeth into Act which 
hatt not firſt paſſed Examination there. Whether this 
or that Action is to be done is the great Queſtion can- 
vaſied in this Court; and all the Powers and Facul- 
ties of the Soul wait what Sentence will be here pro- 
nounced, and accordingly proceed. Now here 
1wo Things uſually appear, and put in their Plea 
againſt Sin, Gop's Law, and Gop's Advocate, 
Conſcience. The Law codemns, and Conſcience 
cites that Law: But then the AﬀeCtions ſtep in, 
and bribe the Judge with Profit, or Pleafure, or 
Honour, and thereby corrupt the Judgment to give 
its Vote and Aſſent to Sin. 

4. When any ſinful Motion hath thus gotten an 
Allowance and Paſs from the Judgment, then it be- 
takes itſelf to the Will. The Judgment, for a Decree, 
approves it, and therefore the Will muſt now reſolve 
to commit it: And then the Sin is fully perfected and 
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formed within, and there want; nothing but Opporta- 
nity to bring it forth into act. 

And thus you ſee what this Concupiſcence is, and 
the Degrees of it; viz. the firſt Bubblings up of 
evil Thoughts in our Hearts ; our Complacency and 
Delight in them, the Aſſent and Allowance of our 
Judgment, and the Reſolution of our Wills, each 
of theſe are forbidden in this Commandment : But 
if the Sin proceeds any further it then exceeds the 
Bounds of this Commandment, and falls under the 
Prohibition of ſome of the former. 

Thus much concerning evil Concupiſcence in the 
general: But here is mention likewiſe made of ſe— 
veral particular Objects of it. Thy Neighbour's 
Houſe, his Wife, his Servants, his Cattle, (under 
which are comprehended all Sorts of his Poſſeſhons ;) 
and all is included under the laſt Claufe, Nor any 
Thing that is thy Neighbour's : So that to dehre 
to take from him either his Life, or his good Name, 
or his Virtue, is this Covetouſneſs, as well as a 
Deſire to take from him his Temporal Poſſeſ- 
110ns, 

I ſhall cloſe up all with ſome PraQtical Improve- 
ments. 

1. Learn here to adore the unlimited Sovereignty 
of the Great Gop. His Authority immediately 
reacheth to the Soul and Conſcience, and lays an 
Obligation upon our very Thoughts and Deſires, 
which no Human Laws can do. It 1s but a Folly 
for Men to intermeddle with or impoſe Laws upon 
that of which they can take no Cognizance : And 
therefore our Thoughts and Deſires are free from 
their Cenſure any farther than they diſcover themſelves 
by Overt Acts. But tho' they eſcape the Commands 


and Notice of Men, yet they cannot eſcape Gop. He 


ſeeth not as Men ſee, neither judgeth he as Men 
Judge ; the Secrets of all Hearts are open and bare 
before his Eyes. He looks through our very Souls, 
and there is not the leaſt hint of a Thought, not the 
leaſt Breath of a Defire, ſtirring in us, but it is 
more diſtinctly viſible to him than the moſt opacous 
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Bodies are to us, The Lord knoweth the Thonghts 
of Men, Pial. xciv. 11. And his Law like his 
Knowledge, reacheth the moſt ſecre: Receſſes of the 
Soul, ſearcheth every Corner of the Heart, judgeth 
and condemns thoſe callow Luſts which Men never 
eſpy ? and if theſe ſind Harbour and Shelter there, 
condemns thee as a] ranſgreſſor, and guilty of Eter- 
nal Death, how plauſible ſoever thy external De- 
meanour may be. And therefore, 

2. Content not Syſelf with an outward Confor- 
mity to the Law, but labour to approve thine Heart 
in Sincerity and Purity to Gon, otherwiſe thou 
waſheſt only the outſide of the Cup, when within. 
thou are ſtill full of unclean Luſts. This was the 
corrupt Doctrine of the Scribes and Phariſees, that 
the Law reached only to the outward Man ; and 
although they entertain'd and cheriſh'd wicked De- 
ſires, and evil Purpoſes, in their Hearts, yet as long 
as they did not break forth into outward Crimes 
they were not to be imputed unto them. And this 
St. Pau] confeſſeth, that whilſt he was trained up 
in Phariſaical Principles he did not underſtand the 
inward Motions of Luſts to be Sins. But alas! This 
is but gilding over a dry and rotten Peft ; which, 
tho' it may look beautiful to Men, yet when Gop 
comes to examine it, will not abide the ficry Trial. 
Thou art as truly a Murtherer, a Thief, an Adul- 
terer, in Gop's Sight if thou doſt but harbour bloody, 
unclean, unjuſt Thoughts in thine Heart, as thou 
wouldſt be in Mens if thou ſhould'ſt actually kill, 
or iteal, or wallow in the open Acts of Unclean- 
neſs. Indeed moſt Men herein groſsly delude them- 


, ſelves; and if they can but refrain from the out- 


ward Commiſſion of Sin, they very ſeldom reflect 
upon their Heart Luſts, which like deep Ulcers 
rankle inwardly, and perhaps grow incurable, when 
all the while they may be ſkinn'd over with a fair 
and inoſſenſive Life. Altho' the Heart boil with 
malicious, revengeful, laſcivious, Thoughts, yet 
they uſually diſpence with theſe. But deceive not 
your ſelves, Gop is not mocked, nor can he be im- 
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poſed upon by external Shews; neither will he 
judge of thee as others do, or as thou thyſelf doſt : 
I know it is a very difficult Thing to convince Men 
of the great Evil that there is in ſinful Thoughts and 
Excuſes, and therefore very difficult to perſwade 
them to labour againit them. For becauſe they are of 
a {mall and minute being, therefore Men think they 
carry in them but ſmall Guilt, Every Man that 
hath but a Remnant of Conicience left him will be- 
ware of groſs and notorious Criz»2s, that carry the 
Mark of Hell and Damnation viſibly ftarap'd upon 
their Foreheads : Such as he, that can without 
Reluctance commit them, muſt needs own him- 
{elf the Offspring of the Devil. But for Thought, 
a Notion, a Defire, a Thing next nothing, this 
certainly I may pleaſe myſelf withal. By a ma- 
licious Purpoſe I wrong no Man; by a covetous 
Defire I extort from no Man; and what ſo great 
Evil then can there be in this ? It is true, wert thot 
only to deal with Men, whom Immater:al Things 
touch not, there were no {uch great Evil in them. 
But when thou haft likewiſe to do with an Imma- 
terial aud Spiritual Gop, before whom thy very 
Thoughts and Deſires appear as conſiderable as thy 
outward Actions, then know that theſe, as flight 
and thin Beings as they are, fall under his 
Cenſure, and will fall under his Revenge here- 
after. 

Now were this Perſwaſton effectually wrought 
into the Minds of Men, were it poſſible they ſhould 
indulge themſelves as they do, 1n vain, frothy, un- 
clean, malicious Thoughts and Deſires, were it poſſi- 
ble they ſhould ſo cloſely brood on theſe Cockatrice 
Eggs, which will bring forth nothing but Serpents to 
ſting them to eternal Death; were it poflible they 
ſhould delight in rouling a Sin to and fro in their 
Fancy, and by imagining it, make the Devil ſome 
Recompence for not daring to commit it; certainly 
ſuch Men are altogether unacquainted with the 
Life and Power of true Grace, when, as thoſe Sins 
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which they dare not act, yet they dare with Pleaſure 

contemplate, and dally within their Imaginions. 
Turn therefore your Eyes inwards ; bewail and 
ſtrive againſt that natural Concupiſcence which lodg- 
eth there; and never content thyſelf that thou haſt. 
dammed up the Streams of thy Corruptions from 
= overflowing thy Life and Actions, till thou haſt 
in ſome good Meaſure dried up the Fountain of it. 
| 3. See here the beſt and the ſureſt Methods to 


at I keep us from the outward Violation of Gop's 


Laws, which is to mortify our Concupiſcence. And 
therefore the Wiſdom of Gor hath ſet this Com- 
mandment in the laſt Place as a Fence and Guard to 
all the reſt; tho halt not Covet, and then certainly 
thou ſhalt not Kill, nor Steal, nor commit Adultery, - 
not bear falſe Witneſs, but be kept pure from all 
| outward Defilements of the Fleſh, when thou art thus 


7 cleanſed from the inward Defilements df the Spirit. 
For from theſe it is that all the viſible Sins of our 


Lives and Actions have their Supply. And there- 


fore ſaith our Saviour, Matth. xv. 19. Out of the 
Heart proceed Evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, 
Fornications, Thefts, falſe Witneſs, Blaſphemy. Ob- 
i ſerve that he puts evil Thoughts in the Front as 
the Leader of all this black Regiment; for out 
Jof this Evil Treaſure of the Heart, Men bring 
forth evil Things; and all the Fruits of the Fleſh, 
che Grapes of Sodom, and the Cluſters of Gomorah, 
receive their Sap and Nouriſhment from this Root 
of Bitterneſs. It ought therefore mot deſervedly 
to be the chief Care of every Chriſtian to lay the 
the Ax to this Root, and to purge and heal this 
= Fountain that ſends forth ſuch corrupt Streams, 
to keep his Heart clean from finful Thoughts and 
Affections, and then this Life will be clean. And 
therefore Gop very preſſingly requires this, Jer. 
* Bv. 14. O Jeruſalem, waſh thy Heart from Wick- 
edneſs; how long ſhall vain Thoughts lodge within 
ſthee? And let me add, that unleſs we make this 
pour chief Care, unleſs we do moſt ſolicitouſly ob- 
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/ ferve this laſt Commandment, all our Care in ob. 
ſerving the former will be utterly vain; not only 
in reſpect of our Acceptance and Reward with Gop, 
but as to any good Ifiue and Effect. All other 


Endeavours will be as ſucceſleſs as to attempt the 


Cure of an uicerous Body without purging it, where 


the Corruption will quickly break forch again; 


or to attempt the emptying of a Pond that hath 
many Springs ſtill riſing up in the Bottom of it, 
which will ſoon grow as full as ever it was. 
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Erratum. Page 68, line 18. fir fell, read jet. 
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